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; undress,. after which. she dismissed -her: maid, and burying her
» head in her hands forgot all but the-irrevocable past.;.. ...
*« Pagt four! a'fing morning.” Bessie started; dnd Faised.
her heavy eyes to the  window——the monotonous words' were
'repeated.” She looked wistfully at the' bed ;” but no-—she felt
' she ¢ould not’ sleep, Her head sank again on her hand 3 vucue :
feelings of wrelchedness and self-reproach wexghed on her soul;
and too woary; even to weep, she remained hstlessly dreammg,
- illa sudden beam of the mommg sunshine lit on’ the ornaments
‘she had wora the mght before,and started her into consciousness.
Her clasped hands dropped on heér knee asshe gazed on the sweet
sky ‘which heralded her weddmg day. The sun rose higher and
brighter—the henvens grew bluer—-the mdxstmct and rarely heard
chirping of the enrhen Dirds changed to a confused twiltering,
'vancd by loud cheefful notes, and the clear carol oi‘ the black-
bird and lhrush 5 the fresh wind blew’ on “her weary, achmg
- brow; us if secking to sooth her mlsery, and Bessm Ashton sank
_on her knecs, and, stretching out her arms to Heaven, murmur-
od some pass:onnle ‘invecation, of which the ‘only audible woids
were: & Claude, dear Claude ! —Oh'! God formve and he]p
‘me’ lkat love is sinful now.

) I‘ew would have recorrmsed the palc and weepm« form
‘Wthh knclt in eurnest agony then, in the bnde of the evening,
Weddcd by bpccnl licence to an Earl : covered with pearls and -
‘blonde flushed with triumph and excitement : the Countess of
Glonnllan bcnt, and imprinted a light cold kiss on the for chead
of each of her beauhful bridemaids : bowed and smiled to the
‘con rrrat.ulatmg bemrrs who passed her received the suﬁ' and self
complaccnt parnncr speech of her aunt, Lady Ashton ; and des-
‘cended the magnificent stalrcuse with her huppy bndegroom.
One adleu alone disturbed her. Georrre Ashton stood at the
hall door, and as she. passed, he took her by the hand and mur-
mured ¢ God bless you, Bessxe m Involuntanly she wrung the
hand she held : mvoluntauly she returned the blessing; old
memories crowded {o her heart l—tears gathered in her eyes ;—
with a burst of weeping she sank back in the carriage, and when



