COMPEL THEM
.

I'feel in such a haste this morning to
89 out and compel those to come in who
are now tarrying in the highways aud

. » that [ cannot wait for an introduc-
tion, but must at once set about my busi-

Hear, then, 0 ye that are strangers to
the truth as it is in Jesus—Lear, then, the
,ﬁl e that I have to bring vou, Ye

ave fallen—fallen in your father Adam;
Ye have fallen also in yourselves, by your

Ally sin and your constant iniquity ; you

Ve provoked the anger of the Most

1gh; and as assuredly as you have sin-
» 80 certainly must God punish you, if
i‘;‘l Persevere in your iniquity; for the

*d is & God of Justice, and He will by
10 means spare the guilty. But have you
ot heard that God, in His infinite mercy,
ine. devised a way whereby, without any
l:‘f"ﬂgement upon His honour, He can
n”e nercy upon yow, the guilty and the
an “erving?  To you, then, 1 speak;

nd my voice is unto you, O sons of men.
d Jesus Christ, very God of very @od,
~*ended from beaven, and was made in
lhe likeness of sinful flesh. Begotten of
H° Holy Ghost, he was born ofthe Virgin
exa He lived in this world a life of

Slplary holiness, and of the deepest
& Cring, till at last he gave himself up to
o g o7 OUr sins, “the just for the unyust,
of o9 us to God.” "And now the plan
. %Vatlon is simply declared unto you—
Ch 2080ever belisveth in the Lord Jesus

- T shall be saved.” For you who have
diad:ed all the precepts of God, and have
(::ed His mercy, and dared His ven-
» Merey is yet proclaimed, for “who-
:Zf.'l’;"bcalletk upon the name of the Lord
say; ¢ 8aved” For this is a faithful
Ch "9, and worthy of all acceptation, that
o 3t Jesus came into the world to tave
%mf"}""v of whom I am chief,” “whosoever
for « y 70 him, ke will in no wise casbout,”
the ot 3 able also to save to the uttermost

e””““ come unto God by him, seeing
them w” liveth to make intercession Jor
thag oW all that God asks of you is,
dyin You wij) sinply look to His bleeding,
€ Son, and trye your souls in the
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hands of him whose name alone can save
from death and hell.

Is it mot a mrarvellous thing, that the
proclamation of this Gospel does not re-
ceive the unanimous consentof men? One
would thing that as soon as ever it was
proclaimed, “ that whosoever believeth shall
have eternal life,” every one of you, casting
away his gins and iniquities, would Iy
hold on Jesus Christ, and look alome to
his Cross. But alas! such isthe desperata
evil of our nature, such the pernicious de-
pravity of our character, that this m
18 despised—the jnviation to the Gospel
feast 18 rejected, and there are many of
you who are this day enemies of - God by
wicked works—enemies to the God who

reaches Christ to you to-day—enemies to
Flim who sent His Son to give his lifea
ransom for many. Strange, I say, it is
that it should be so; yet nevertheless it is
the fact; and hence the necessity for the
command—* C'ompel them to come in.”

First, I must find you" out; secondly, I
will go to work to compel you to come in.

L Imust rixp vou our.  If you read
the verses that precede the text, you will
find an - enlargement of this command—
“ Qo out quickly into the streets and laness
of the city, and bring in Aither the poor,
and the maimed, and the kalt, and the
3lind,” and theu afterward, * Go out info
the highways”—bring in the vagrants, the
highwaymen,—and into the hedges”—
bring in those that have no resting-place
for their heads, and are lying under the
hedges to rest,—bring them also, and
“compel them to come tn.”

Yes, I see you this morning—you that
are “poor.” I am to compel you to eome
in. You are poor in circumstances; but
this is no barrier to the kingdom of God
for God hath not exempted from His
grace the man that shivers in rags, and
who is destitute of bread. In fact, if there
be any distinction made, the distinction
is on your side, and for your benefit—
“ Unto you is the word of this salvation
sesit,” “for the poor have the Gospel
preached unto them” But especially [

must speak 10 you whe are poor spiri.



