
TU GOQD NEIWS,

QUESTIONS ON GIVING.
W. read of a Syrian king sending a

Vaunt.ing message to one of the kings of
Israoi. IlThy silver and tby gold are
mine, thy wives8 aiso arîd thy chidren are
inine;" and the reply of.the cowardlv and
hypocritical Ahab was,-"1 My lord, O'king,
atccording te, thy saying, I an, thine and
ail that 1 have" But wheri the king of
Syria sent te bring away a portion of'
what was thus ifl Mords declarcd to be
,lis, the monarch of Israel sbowed tlhat he
had no idea of' it-, being more than a inere
acknowiedgement of inferiority, and dared
the. cousequences of a war with Syria, rather
than lose any part of bis property. IIew
like many professing Christians of this
generation! rfbey read in the Word of
Grod that their gold and silver are the
Lord't;, and they answer, "lTruc O Kircr"
They heur their obligation te use it for
the advancement of His cause, and their
tonsciences asscîit to the dlaim. They sit
down at the Table, and there virtualiv
"aY,-" We are flot our own, but are
bought with a price; we are the Lord's
an(t ail that we have." But where is thc
tvidence of their sincerity ?

"lWith their mouths they show much
love, but their heartgoeth after cevetous-
lies&" Ezek. xxxiii.-31.

1. Let us ask-Is your admission that
411 that you have is the Lord's like Abab'8

rinsupp)orted by what you give te bis dlaim ?
'And he sent messengers te, Abab king

>fIsraet into the city, and said uinte huit,
lThus saith Ben-hadad. Thy âilver and
thy gold is mine; tlîy wive8 aiso and thy
ebtîldren, even the goodliest, are ine;" 1
leings xx. 2. 3.

2. Are you not sometimnes glad wlîen
YOuI can offer to the Lord that which coïsts
,$'ou nothiîîg Unlike David--,' And thý
king sai(I titto Araunah, Nay; but 1 will
6lirelv huy it of tbee at a price; neither
'ViII I olfer burut ofièrings unto the Lord
4)y God of that which doth. dest ine 'ioth ing.
1ýe David bought the threshinig-floor anîd

teoxen for fifty shekels of âilver ;" 2 Sana.
~Xiv. 24.

3. Do you ever grud.qecomforta to you r-
%If when the Lord's cause wants means
'k Thon the king aaid unto Nathan the. pro-
>IM, Su now, 1 dweli in au houe. of

cedar, but the. ark of God dwelleth withie
eurtaino;" 2 Sam. vii. 2.

4. Or can you erijoy your comforW
without a thouglit of what miglit be giveu:
te Zion ?-- le ilt ime for yeu, O ye, tu
dwelI in your ceiled bouses, and this bou".
lie waste i" Hag. i. 4.

5. Do yeu believe that the Lord is ahi.,
to repay what you sacrifice at bis cail i-.

IlGive and it shail be given unto you;
good measure, prfsscd down, and shaken
together, and runniug over, shal! inen give
inte yonr bosom, For with the sam*
measure that you moeto witbal it shaih b.
measured te you again;" Luke vi. 38.

6. When you meet withia worlhIyiloss, do
you ever refiect that the Lord, may be,
shewing you your sin ini your punish-
mnent.-", Ye have sown nncli, and bring
in littie; ye eat, but ye bave flot enongrh;
ye drink, but ye are iiet filled with drinjk;
ye clothe you, but tiiere is none warrn;
and lie that earneth wage8 earneth wages
to put iL into a bag with fioles. Ye looked
for much, and, Io, it carne te littie; and
wheii ye broughit It home, 1 did blow upou
it. Why? 8 ail the Lord of bosts. Because
of mine house that i8 waste, and ye rua
every mnan unto his owî lieuse. And 1
called for a drotight upon the land,
and upon the mouatains, and upon
the corn, and ulpen the new wine, and upon
the oul, andi upon that whicb the ground
bringeth fouth, and upon men, and uipon
catthe, anti upon ail the labour of the
harids;" Hiag. i 6. 9. 11.

7. Have you neyer proved the. Lord
whether you might flot becoîne richer by
giving than withholding h--" Bring ail tbe
tiLLes inte the storehouse, tiat tiiere May
be mneat in mine bouse, and prove me flow

herewith, 6aitb the Lord eof hio8t, if I wil
flot open you tic windows of beaven, and
Pour ye out a bIes&5ing, (bat there $hall not
be room entough te receive il."

"1Honour thc Lord with thy substance
and with the first fruits of ail thine in-
crease. So shall thy barns b. fillud with
plenty, and tliy preses shali bur8t with Dow
wlne.")

IlThora is that acattereth, and y.t increa..
.ith; aud thtere i., that withnholdeth more-
than la meet, but it t.nd.tk to poveft.
"ai Üii Io.; Pro. iii 9. Io.; xii 24.


