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rivers communicating with the Ottawn helow Bytown, amongst whom, and emigrants
no conncction could bave existed, Many of the sufferers died upon the rafts hefore
they reached Grenville! .

Y Query 1V.—~Was the cholers preceded by premonitory symploms, and what were thefr
churacter and duration ? ‘

Answer.— In the great majority of ingtances, premonitory symplome appeared, and
perhaps very few cases occurred In which they might not bave been detected by close
observation, The symptoras which appenred premonitory of an attack were varions,
A very commaon form witk gudden feeling of fulntness, or sense of depression abort the
priccerdin, or anxiety, sttended frequently with coldness of the extremitfes.  Another
common feeling wus & sensution of stricturs In the epigastric reglon; gomethnes with,
gometimes without pafn,  Now and then nttacks commenced by crunps fu the extrem-
§tjew.  Varloug unensy feelings in the howels announced, in other cases, un atluck, ug
gsonne of fulness, horborygmi, fecling as if of dinrrhean supesvening, slight paing, &c.
These generally resulting In some Jooseness of the howels, A renso of eickness and:
vomiting were sometimes the first symptoms ; hut by far the moss common precursor of
an attnek of cholern, wus dinrrhom,  When attucky occursed without previous warning,
they might generally be traced Lo some {mprudence on A purt of the patlent, producing
disturhrnece of the digestive organg,

¢ In regurd Lo what rouy be copsidered really premonitory symptame of cholera, it de~
gerves consideration, that during the prevalence of the epidemic u varlety of anomalous
symptoms arige from nervous agitation and fear of the complaiut; and some dfgerimi-
nation i required to ascertuin whether certudn feelings nro really part of the digenne, fur
premonitory symploms must certainly be looked upon ag the Incipient digease tgelf,!

Dr. Holmes then very justly ndverts to a prevailing error of regneding every affection
of the digestive orguns, during the epidemic, ny premonitory of cholern, or as constitnt-
Ing thut disease In jts Inciplent gtate ; but migapprebends the import of sume of iy own
remarks) in my published letter on the gubject of * Premonitory symploms.!  As my
opinfon, however, iy digtinctly explained in the letters which were subsequently pube
lishied, T will now only suy, that 1 never congidered any combination of symptoms, in
what I regard the local stuge of the discase, as indicating conclugively an uppronching
development of the constitutional affection.  Eull, the purticular combinations to which
1 speeifically alluded, were so frequently untecedent, that when they did exist fu thay
relution T had little doubt of o common predisposing cuuse in many jnstanceg ; bt that
in ull cares the disense was “locul ill the genernl development, and that the premopi-
tory symploms were ruther the exciting cause, than an integral part of the constitution-
al nffection.’  Very many, if not all, of the symptoms which [ denominated ¢ premoni-
tory’ in compliance with common ugage, were often found, as at all other times, w0
oceur without any connection with a predigposition to cholers ; yet when existing in
the combinations which [ indicated, they rurely fulled, when weglected, to become the
exciting cauge of the malignant disense,

Query Vo—~What was your treatment of premonftory symptome, and were they soon
suhdued ?

To this enquiry Dr, Holmes replics that Lis treatment was determined by the nature
of the symptoms—reatraining dinrrhees by moderate quantities of opium, more or less
modified by small quantitics of ipecac,, calumel, camphor, or aromatic gpirit of ammo-
nia, and subsequently exhibiting cither castor ofl, Eprom salts, or tart. potass and
rhubarh.

In reply to the latter clange of the query, he gays that ¢in nearly all cases, the means
indicated were sufficient to remove the gymptoms in & very short time.!

Query VL—~What were the usual symptoms that distinguished the stage of asphyzia
or collapse ? ‘ ‘

Angwer,—* Coldness, more or less marked, of the extremities especially, and frequent-
ly of the whole surface ; often, though not always, accompanied by & clammny and co-



