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be admitted, in some cases, as for instance in one I cited before, when
ire received into the mouth pruduces influnmation of the tonsils al-
most instantancously, and without the subsequent admission or apph-
eation of heat. It is true Mr Burns to @ certain extent 1s correct, as
for instance where a persun, from exposure to culd, for some tune, be-
comes almost benumbed, and is then suddenly brought before a warm
fire: in this case Inflammation frequently eusues; but 1t should be al-
ways borne in mind that it is the sudden exposure to heat which acts -
as a stimulus, operating on an organization depressed in its vital pow-
ers, vrhich, in this case, is the remote cause of the Juflammation—not
the cold, which has merely acted in depressing the vitatity, and would
not have caused infkunmation to ensue had it not been for the subse-
quent application of a stimulus.  TUnder this idea I do not perceive
that Mr Burns has given any explanation of the uperation of cold as
a remote cause in the production of the discase.

Of the second class of canses producing this disease, and winch
are supposed to act mechanically, one is Wounds. I am not altoge-
ther disposed to acquiesce in the general opinion that a wound acts
merely as a mechanical cause in producing Inflanunation. I feel
more inelined to the belief that by this wouad, or 1 the production of
it some stimulus is applied to the vesscls concerned, whereby the dis-
case, as in the former case, is produced. Wounds are generally in-
flicted by metallic instruments, and if a small necdle prick m the eye-
ball will produce Influnmation by the stunnlus afivrded, I cannot per-
veive why a large knife, or larger sword, may not do the same.
Wounds generally make a discontinuation in some part of the body,
and give free admission to atmospherie wr. particles of dirt, and other
extrureons matter.  These are all stimuh to the muscular fibre.
Wonnds are often badly dressed, and irritating appheations used.
These are again stimult to Inflammation.  Wounds ofien penetrate
the abdemen, or thorax, and give egress to urine, to fieces, and other
extrancous matter.  These are all stunuli, and quite sufficient to ac-
connt for the origin of Inflammation, withvut supposing auy mechan-
iral canse to be brought into operation.  Under these circumstances,
wherever Inflummation takes place, consequent on a wound, I am
disposed to account for it on the supposition, that a stimulus has been
applied, in some shape or other, which stimulus becomes, as m the
first supposed case, the remote cause of the disease, and consequently
will range under the same class. The lust of the remote causes of
Inflammation which we shall take into consideration, is Contusion.
This is generally classed as a mechanical eause, but I am very doubt-
ful if it ever ucts in the direet way which is generally supposed, in
eXeiling the discase under consideration. My idea of the operation
of this cause in producing Inflammation is this. A contusion is in-
flicted on some part of the body ; injury and derangement is thereby
caused in the part affected ; extravasation of the blood, lymph, and
frequently disintegration of continuity ; vne uvr more of these causes
become, or give rise to formation of stimuli, which in turn becomes
the remote cause of the Inflammation. If my explanation be correct,
contusions should, as well as the causes already considered, be annex-
ed 1o the first cluss of causes.



