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he admitted, in some cases, as for instance iii une I cited before, wher.
ir-e received into the mouth. produces inflammation of the tonsils ai-
most instantaneously, and witlhout the subsequent admission or appli-
e.tion of heat. It is true Mr Burns to a certain exteit is correct, as
for instance where a persovn, fron exposure to cold, for soie tne, be-
cones almost benumibed, and is then suddenly brouglht before a warin
lire: in this case Inflammation frequently ensuesb; but it should be al-
wav borne in mind that it is the sudden exposure to heat which acts
as a stimulus, operating on an organization depressed in its vital pow-
(Irs, v'hich, in this case, is the remote cause of the Iilinnmation-not
the cold, whicl lias merely acted in depressing the vitatity, and would
not have caused infanmation to ensue iad it not been for the subse-
quent application of a stimulus. Under this idea I do not perceive
that Mr Bu3rns has given any explanatuon of the operation of cold as
a remote cause in the produc.tion of the disease.

Of the second class of causes producing this disease, and wiulch
are supposed to act mechanically, une is Wounds. I amn nlt altoge-
tiher disposed to acquiesce in the general opinion that a wouncd acts
merely as a mechanical cause in producing Illaimunation. I feel
more înclined to the belief that by this wound, or iii the produc.tion of
it. soine stimulus is applied to the vesseh concerned, whereby the dis-
ease, as in the former case, is produccd. Wounds are generally in-
liletd by metallie instruments, and if a. small needle prictk in the eye-

lhall vill produce Inflamlmation by the stimulus aliorded, 1 cannot per-
veive wlhv a large kuife, or larger sword, nay nut do hie sane.
Wounds enera1ly make a discontinuation) iii somne part of the body,
aInd gîve free admission to atinospherie air. particles of dirt, and other
extr-uweous matter. These are all stimuli to the imuscular libre.
WXomunds are often badly dressed, and irritatin g applications used.
TihCse are again stimuli to Inflammiation. Wounds often penetrate
Ihe abdomen, or thorax, and give egress to urine, to feces, and other
extraneous matter. These are all stimuli, and quite suffieient to ae-
count Ibr the origin of Inflammation, wilhouot supposing any imechan-
iral cause to be brought into operation. Under tlhese circumstances,
wlerever Inflammation takes place, consequent on a wound, I an
isposed to account for it on the supposition, that a stimulus lias beien

uppled, in some shape or other, which stimulus becomes, as ni the
lirst supposed case, the remote cause of tic discase, and consequently
will range under the sane class. 'Tlie last of the remote causes of
luñlamimation which we shall take into consideration, is Contusion.
This is generallv classed as a mechanical cause, but I am very doubt-
fuil if it ever acts in the direct way which is genierally supposed, in
eXciting the discase iuder consideration. ly idea of the operation
of this cause in producing Inflnnmation is this. A. contusion is in-
llicted on some part of the body ; injury and derangement is thereby
caused in the part affected; extravasation of the blood, lympli, and
freqmently disintegration of continuity ; une or more of these causes
becomie, or give rise to formation of stimuli, which ii turn. becomes
the remote cause of the Infnammation. If my explanation be correct,
Contusions should, as well as the causes already considered, be anne-x-
ed to the first ciass of causes.


