
NAROOTIC USAGES AND SUPERSTITIONS

the liospitable hearth within But, ini lieu of this lie notes a more
perplexiing srnolie which "1proceeds from nostrils and froin throatia of
ladies, lords, aîid silly groomis," and exclainis astonished-

" Great Belzatbub! can all spit flue as %vcll aiz thine 1"

But Uis fellov lueubus allays his fetirs by t IIlinz Ihua that this
novelty:

XVas tit lituaa wceil,
Tluat ftunecl aw.iy more weadth than would a mnv thiotu-iiud. feedl."

Tobacco. therefo're, wvas not only in uqe, but;alreadvý indculged in to
an extravagant excesiq, in -shakespeare's later years. '1hough un-
nanied iii his works, it repeatedh'* occurs iii those of Derker, Middle.
ton, and others of' the early ininor drainatists ; and stili more
fat. iliarilv ini those of Ben .Jonson, Beaumnt aund Fletchuer, and others
of later date. In IM(dlt)l" Roaring Girl," 1)ro(luecd in 16311,
five vears biefore the death of Sbakiespeaer, and peculiarly valuable
fi-oi the livelv. though sufhîcietîtly ecuar-se picture it frihsof
London înannters in bis day, %ve learn that; "a pipe of sinoakl" was to
be purchased for sixpenee. lIn Ben Jonson"s 1-Ailhemist," of the
saine date, IlDruggter, the tobacco mani," plaý s a part ; and a sirnilar
chai-acter figures anmongy the drainatis per-sona of' Beaumont and
Fletcher's Il"Scornful Lay"Morrover, the earliest of' these notices
îîot only ref&rs to the costliness of the luxurious wveed, -%%ithi a pipe of
which. Dr-uggcýr bribes the Alchemist ; but the allu-,ionis atre nl3 less
distinct to the adulterations practised even nt so ,arlv a date, and
which w-cie no doubt; hiîîted at by Jonson in the înme of bis tobac-
coiist. '-Dot-tor" exelaimis Face, the servitor, to Subtie the AI-
cheinist, wluen introducing Abel Driigger to bis làvurable- notice,
(Act. I., Sce I.)-

Dctar, do yon hear!
This is my friend AbeL. tit liounest fellow;
Ile leis nie have poil tobacco. nnid lie does uot
S"jhiticute it willh sack-lec!- or oil,
!%or w.iqhes it in îtu:e.a<lcl ndi grains,
Nor burics it ini ginvel usider groutili,
'%r npp'd isp in i geasy (et~,or jiuIclouts,
But keeps iL iii flue lily pots, duait open'd
Sincil like contservt-s, of roses, Ur Frencil heCals.*"

It is obvious bieie that, even thiis early, 'Ben Jonson's allusions to
the finvouritc ' "weed" ai-e not; to an unfamniliar novelty ; though both
with hlini, and in the later works of Beauniont and Fletcher, it is re-
ferred to invariably as a costly luxury. 1' Tis' goud tobacco, this !"
exciaiius Subî le, «I what is't au ounce?" and Savil, the steward, in


