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Professor H. Miles, the Commissioner for Canada, furnishes the
following interesting details respecting the state of education in
that country :—

¢ Education in Canada is subsidized, inepected, and in great
part_controlled, by the Government. A provincial superintendent
of education, and a staff of clerks, &ec., form an educaticn burean
for each of the former provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. The
school laws in both are the same in their more important featutes,
but differ in details—diflerences being necessar{ to adapt them lo
the wants and usages of the two races which whabit Canada. In
Urpper Canada there are five ~olleges with the rank and privileges
of universities. An effort js now being made to fuse them, or
adop! 2 common curticulum and common standard of examination.
Toronto University is under ditect Governmeut control, enjoys a
large provincial endowment, and is not under the control of “any
religious body. The others are under the control of sevarul Churches.
In Lower Canada there ate three colleges with university rank—
viz., McGill College, Montreal, under the control of no religious
body ;5 Bishop’s Collego Leunoxville, belongtug to the Church of
England ; and Laval University, Quebec, under the control of the
Roman Catholic Church. The first of these had in 1860, 213
students in the schools of art, medicine, and law; the second
twenty-three in arts alone. Laval, not receiving any graut from
the public exchequer, nor submiting 10 the control of the superin-
tendent, furnishes no return. Next in grade in Lower Canada are
ten classical colleges, or high schools, with 1896 pupils; and
fourteen industrial colleges, with 2333 pupils. The Universities
received in that year 5234 dol., or a little over 10007. sterling, from
the provincial exchequer; the classical colleges 14,258 dol., und
the mdustrial 8090 dol. Besides these, mors than 230 academies
and model schools are returned, with a number of pupils in each
ranging from 12 to 138, giving a very large aggregate attendance,
and receiving 41,816 d.i. in aid. In many of these latter the
education is mixed, classes being taught everything, from the ele-
ments proper to an infant school, up to the classics and mathema-
tics necessary to matriculate at thy University. In Upper Canada
the higher part of the work is more strictly apportioned to the
grammar schools. For the common schools the provinces vote
annually a fixed sum to be distributed by the provincial superin.
tendents, who annually teport their proceedings to Government.
The share of the grant falling to each municipality is handed over
to it, subject to the condition that it will tax itself to an equal
amount ; and the perlect representative municipal institutions of
the country make the levying .f this rateupon the proporty a very
simple matter. The same machinery is employed as that created
to provide means for the making and support of roads and bridges,
and other local improvements. In Lower Canada, the distribution
19 based on the annual census of the children between the ages of
seven and fourteen years; in Upper Canada, upon the Jast decen~
mal census of the total population. In Lower Cauada, each school
of fifteen scholars kept open for eight months receives its allow-
ance. In Upper Canada, each receives in proportion to the length
of time it isg(ept open. But the people in neither province have
been content with raising just enongh by local rates; or voluntary
subscriptions, to meet the grant. In 1860 the sum actually dis-
tributed Dby superintendent among the common schools of Lower
Canada was only about 116,000 dol.; but against that the people
raised by local rates 235,364 dol. as monthly fees 219,717 dol. ;
and as assessments for the erection aad repair of school-houses
15,771 dol., making a total of 503,853 dol., or more than four times
as much as the direct grant. The grants being neartly stationary
from 1853 to 1855—in fact, rather reduced by funds devoted to
annual schools, &c., 1n the later years—these <ontributions steadily
increased from 1853, when they only amounted to 165,848 dol.,
to 249,136 dol. in 1855, 459,396 dol. in 1858, and 503,550 dol. in
1860. During the same period, 1853 to 1860, the number of schools
increased from 2352 to 3264, and the pupis from 108,284 t0 172,~
155; the population being in the latter year 1,113,666. We can-
not furnish the same statistics for Upper Canada. But with 2 grant
slightly larger than Lower Canada, based upon its larger popula-
tion in 1852, that portion of Canada spent in 1859 upon its common
schools upwards of 1,100,000 do)., or nearly onc dollar per head
of the entire population. .

¢¢ For the Training of teachers there have been established one
normal school in Upper Canada, and three in the Lower Province.
One of these three is connected with Laval University, one with
McGill, and one is under the more immediate control of the super-
intendent himself. They were only estublished in 1857—that in
Upper Canada having been in operation ssveral years previously.
In 1860 the Lower Canada schouts had 102 male and 126 female
teachers in training, and had granted diplomas for academies to

four malo pupils; for model schools to 134 (sitxy-one male and
sevonty-three fomale), for elementary schools to 181 (fily-six male
and 125 female)—~in all o 819 teachers. Tho teachers previously
employed wero very generally ignorant of the best methods of
imparting instruction, in many cases ignorant of the subjects they

rofessed to teach. Year by vear a maS{ed improvement is visible
in this respect; a higher qualification for licenses to teach being
more and more insisted on.

¢« In each province there is a council of public instruction to
advive the superintenden! in certain matters, and specially to
determine wpon the school books to be used in the pubYuc schools.
By this means uniformity aud system are gradually being intro-
duced into the teaching, and books published in the United
States, which necessarily give prominence to the intetests of that
country, are gradually being superseded.

¢ To assist the superiniendent, there are appointed salaried
inspectors of scheols in Lower Canada, who visit and examine the
schools within their respective districts periodically, and repont
annually to the superintendent. In Upper Caunada there is a
county superintendent in each county to perform this office.

“In Lower Canada the immediate control of the schools is
vested in cormmissioners for each parish, township, village, town,
or city municipality having charge ot all the schools in it. In
Up(i)er Canada there are trustees elected for each school district,
or district set apart by the municipal council as eatitled to a school
within its limits.

¢« In both provinces the authorities may make arrangements
for religious teaching in the schools, but no pupils need” siay to
receive it whose parents object. Provision is also made that
wherever a certain number of persons dissenting from the religious
views of the majority desire it, they may establish a separate or
dissentient school, elect special trustees fer it, and receive their
shzm,a,of the Government grant, and of the proceeds of local taxa-
tion.

o
Encranp axp Wavres.—It is impossible to furnish, respecting
the state of public instruction in (great Britain and Ireland, any

figures, approaching in symmetry and completeness to those which
have been given for other courtries, It s very much to be re-
gretted that at the recent census of 1861 no returns as to.the state

of educgtion of the people were obtamned, although in 1851 statis-
tics of great value were collected on the subject. The action of

Ahe State upon education is very partial, extending ouly to 10,300

schools, and the number of endowments and other agencies and
influences devoted to the support of schools is not very large, but
so0 varied as to be incapah{:a of easy estimate or classification.
Nevertheless, in 1861, sixty inspecters appointed by the Govern-
ment were employed in visiting schools and in holding examina-
tions, They found present in the schools, 1,028, 690 children,
8069 cerntificated teachers, and 15,498 apprentices or pupil-
teachers. Of the schiools or departments, 2281 were for boys only,
2260 for girls only, in 4739 boys and girls were wstructed together,
1620 were confined to infants (children under seven years of age).
Of the children 566,333 were males and 462,357 were females.
The inspectors also visited thirty-nine separate trainin , colleges,
accupied by 2869 students in preparation for the office of school-
masler or schoolmistress. In December last these students and
2782 other candidates were simultaneously examined for the end
of the 1st, 2nd, aud 3nd year of their training, or for admission, or
for certificates as'acting teachers. The mspectors.also visited
442 schools jor pauper children, contaming 32,481 inmates, and
53 ragged or industrial schools, containing 4411 inmates. The
total sumn expended in the year was 813,44L, which was—

£ s d

For buildiog, cnlarging, repairing, and fornishing ele-

mentary sCHo0l8.. «cane acttsncocecsasoaneosancoses 99,506 156 4
For building, enlarging, repairing, and furmishing nor- .

aal or training Colleges..ceavccsrrieaaaraaceoscanns 6,§4a 0 g
TFor providing books, maps, and dingrams....cceaveees b,767 10
For providing scicntific apparatus ..cee.vee.es veeaeenas 244 8 8
For augmenting salarics of certificated schioolmasters oy

and schoolmistresses «eoeeeesenaccescscnsse weeeeesss 121627 7 8
For paying salaries of assistant teachers .. . 8§71 0 1
For paying salaries of lprobn\ionm;v tenchers. coeneennee 8,003 11 8
For paying stipends of pupil-teachzrs and gratuities for 0

their special instruction ,.ocieeeecscceiasaccceaenes 301,826 10

For capitation grants....ceveeecesecess et teseencaaas 72,‘239 11
For grants to night schools...... teeelee vseseassenes 2,102 8 9
For grants for teaching drawing...eveeeeranes seeesse 2253 5 0
For anual grants 10 training colleges. . oeveeaseessoes 101,865 13 1
For grants to reformatory and fodustéial schools....... 9311 9 3
Pensions..... R 85 3 4
B80T ) 1 T T L R R RRIRRE 44,143 210
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