
1888.1 MISSION PROBLEMS AND W0RIK IN AflYSSINIA.

Gernrnn sent out by the London S ociety, dld soxue service, but was not
as carof Ui as lie should. have been, and contributed1 fot a littie te arouse
tho anger of the great king Theodorus in the sixtieo, which, finaily iu-
duiced that mornarch to imprison and threaten the lives of ail thz for-
cigners, especially -the missionaries laboring in Abyssinia. They were
only iiberated through, the expedition of Lord Nvapier in 1868. At
the snie time Krapf was laboring with great success among the Fa-
lah,,-ii. and to the present day, while living on the retired list as a mis-
siouairy veterai in Germany, keeps up a correspondeuce wvith the eight
huindrcd whio have been won for Christ, and who have braved ail the
dangers that have threatened to deprive them of their faith. Aithougli
for a number of years ne missionaries have been allowed lu Abyssinia,
except from. time to time, one or two iu the rnost suthern province of
Shloa, and, of course, least of ail anaong the hatcd and despised. Falashas,
thiese dusky ehidren of Abraham have yet, amid ail persecutions, mail-
tained thieir faith adconfession.

The mission workc among the Christians of Abyssinia has been a
remark-able record of successes and failures, and at present is at a stand-
still. Suili men as Gobat, Tsenberg, Kripf, Stern, Flod, and a numb.-r
of others, have labored hard and long to re-evangelize Abyssinia. What
the ful fruits of their labor are or will be no man couid presume te,
saiy. Statistically but a discouraging report could be given. But there
eau be no doubt thaqt in Abyssinia, as is flae case in that wonderful
christward movement amongD( the Jews Jf southeastern. Europe, there
are many in whlom. the seed of the word is silently bcaring good fruit,
but whose outward profession rnay not bo loud "for fear of the <J ews. "
Liko Mecodemus, t.içy corne to Christ by niglit. Lut on the subjeet of
xniqiouary method and a clear understanding and appreciation of~ tie
intricate probleni involved much bas been gained. Again and again
have the inissionaries been expelled from Abyssinia. Gobat and his
friends were compeiled te withdraw on accou'nt of flic aiaarchy that
preyailed in the land. When that talented and, in lis early d.ays, excel-
lent prince, Theodorus, managed to secure the crown of ail Ethiopia,

*hope revi-ved, and a numnber of mien were sent from E17rope and were
wtlcomed by the king. They went not merely as preachers of the
gospel, but also as teachers, who prepared books for the, instruction of

Ithe people, and transliated the Bible into tbe dialect of the peopie. They
teck witlern meehanies who aided the people in learning useful. arts
and learning useful trades. But a number of untoward circumistances
again blasted these hopes. rfheodorils became involvcd in iwars with
his lieutenants who comrnanded the provinces; bis good genius, namely,
his first wifc, died, and bis second wife was wilfil and tyrannical ; ho
tock te drink, andrum couverted him inato a typical Oriental barbarian,
'mh0o'O crueity delighted in cutting off bis enemies' hands and feet.
With his subjection by Lord Napier in 1868, and bis suicide -when is
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