
THE IMPORTANCE OF MMEICAL MSSIONS. [a

Prominent among the marks of the ourse that rest.s upon heatlenismi
and pagartism is tlîis, that the most absurd, pernicious, and even cruel
notions obtain as to the nature and consequent treatment of discase.
Bodily ailments are hield to be the resuIt of mal.ignant, spiritual
agencies; -witchcraft, etc. Ilence the medicine man, ivith bis absurd
methodls of dctectincg the source of the malign influence, and remov-
ing, or antidoting it. In Africa the suspected witchl must swallowv
thec poison draught. If it operates on the one hand as an emetic, or
on the other as a cathiartic, it is a sign of innocence or of gilt, as the
case may be; and as the inedicine man knows that the resuit of iLs
administration depends on the strengthi and quantity of the dose, lie
can dispose of thie suspected party as lie pleases. There is an amus-
ing story told in a book on the Cougro, of a hydraulic press introduced
into the country for xnanufacturing purposes, which, the natives sus-
pected of being endowed with supernatural powers, and which they
wvishied te test by the tangena draught; but, as it had neithier stomacli
nor bowels, it wvas difficuit to sec howv eitPier vomniting or pîîrging
could be secured, and the test liad to be abandoned.

This niay amuse. But the whole subject is frauglit wvith pair fui
interest. The sufferiugs of tihe people in the Lao's country from the
native Il physiaians"' and their methods of treatment, cannot be be-
Iieved except upon the most reliable testimony. When 1 heard the
flrst statement from a Medical Missionary of wvhat hie had seen hin--
self, I s,-id such facts; shoul* d be " vritten in blood and registered in
bel]." Decoctions of the most repulsive sort, operations the most
cruel and tortitring, remedies the xnost absurdly unnatural, ail calcu-
lated to increase, if not engender disease, abouind even among tribes
that miglit be supposed to be comparatively intelligent and civilizeod.
And wvbere there might be nio spiritual resuits to be hoped for, as a
mere matter of lium.anity it would, be worth wlîile to undertake te
introduce a rational aud scientifle treatment by medicine and surgery,
if only to dimiuish in some measure the temporal suffering of poor,
deluded human beingrs.

But, as I have Iiinted, greater resuits are attained. God pins
scientifie medicinie into our bauds as the key Vo unlock closedl
doors Vo the unevangelized nations. Now, many a man has gone into
a bitherto, closed villagye or community by tbe simple process of
vaccination, or by a successful interposition in cases of epidemie
diseases, like scarlet foyer, ineasies, etc. \Ve liave known a simple
operation for the removal of a cataract to open up a whole town te
the influence of a Christian surgreon. The fact is nowv universa1ly
known thiat Korea wvas unlorked anîd its bermit seclusion broken by
Dr. Allen's succcssful treatient of wounds received in the civil
wiar of Seoul. The nephiew of thie reiguingy mouarchi, Ming Yong Ik,
ciaiiccd to «be amongr the w'ounded. Dr. Allen found the native
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