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being past 80 years of age, was affiicte<
with blindneiis."

[t adds that the Special Commission wa
resorted to Ilexpressly to prevent the pos
gibility of the Chief Justice of the Qucen'
Bencli occupying the seat whicli seeme(
peculiarly lis own." It goes on to say:

Il I is painful to direct public attentiorto the infirmnities of sucl a man, or to saj
anything whidli may give pain to himseif 0]to lis iinmediate friends and connexions
But it is quite time that trutli should b(spoken on this subject, and we are only dis.charging a public duty by drawing atttentiorto the actual state of things as regards thEHlead of the Commen Law Courts in Ire.land." "The resuit is what may be easilyimagined in a Court where the Judgre liasbecome unable to direct, to follow, or v
to reMernber the proceedings carricd on be-
fore hirn."

Would that tlic Public Press would ,;peak
as Openly upon the condition of things in
Lower Canada.

[t was truly said, in thc Blossom case,"ian Irish j udgo ia as good as a Canadian
judge.i'

The 7ï'mes concludes its article as fol-
lows:

CIWe should have been vcry glad if thc Go-vernment lad relieved us from the verypainful duty of pointing out these thinga,thougli we can welI understand tke motives
which have hitherto kebit tliem sulent. Thetenure of office by a j udgc is a very delicatematter, and no action of Government is re-garded witli more j ealousy than an attempt
to create a vacancy in a place of whicli itbas the disposai. But, whatever be thcweight of these considerations, they ouglitînanifestly to gi've way to a sense of wliat is(lemanded by public duty. There ia no
(langer in the presenit day that the subjcctwill suifer by the subscrviency of the Judgesto thc Crown, but there is a great danger
that the administration of justice may beoccasionally ren(lered inefficient by the pro-
visions of a law which, whule carefully pro-tecting the Judge from udeifune
leaves the subject at the mercy of the evilscreated by an improper tCflLiCity of office.Few legal reforma would be more easy ormore dosirable than one which should fix al imit of age beyond whicli no j udicial officershould retain lis position. In England suclia ]aw is not greatly needc(l, for the judicial'labour is go severe that every man must do0
his own work, and great vigour of body andmind alone suffices to bear the burclen; but

1I where, as in1reland, it is the pleasure of Par-
talimentoran a superfluous judicial es-
talilmet some precaution ouglit to betaken against the natural tendency to retain

-a place of easy work after the power to do
sthat work has departed."l

Ia Lowcr Canada we have several such
judges, as last referred to, and when w-. see
the stoppage of the administration of j ustice

Tby reason of this fact we are led to look to
Sthe Government for a remedy to the evil;

but remiedy lias been long, and scems likely
*to be longer delayed.
1 Youir readers will observe. witli a certain
ainount of surprise, that the Tiin8 lias corne
to propose CI a limit of age,"l sucli as English-
men have always had in abliorrence, but
sucli as exista in the United States. The-
ory bas, in the long run, to yield to reaities.

Yours,
Montreal, Dec. 8, 1865. T. R. S,

THE LAW 0F COPYRIGHT.

A recent decision of the Lords Justices of
Appeal in England, in tlie case of Low v.
Routledge,ia whicli the Copyright of a novel
called CIllaunted [learts " was in question,'affirnis the important principle that "lif an"Ialien book be first published in England, at
"a time, wlien the author is first residing in
any part of the Britishi dominions, a valid"copyright may be acquired in such book,"

and consequcntly tliat any infringement of
that rgçht, sucli as the Messrs. Routledgo
were guilty of, was a piracy. llaunted
ilearts was published in England while the
author wvas residing at Montreal.

DECE31BER APPEAL TEIIM,
MOINTREAL.

Owing to the absence of the Chief Justicý,
judgnient w-as rendered in eleven cases only
during the sitting of the Court of Appeals
at3Monitretl, in Deceniber. [n cigit of these
cases judgment was confirmed, and in the
other three rcverscd. In only two cases w-as
there a (lisscnting judge. la one case the
record was' sent back to tlic lower Court,
j udgmcnt having be2n prematurcîy rendered
while a petition en deîae rcmained undis-
posed of.

[January, 1866.


