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following statement, ivhich maintains tîtat;
the support of idolati'y has net; been. en-
tirely given up, but stili exists to a vcry
large extent :

IIn a late article, the ili'adras Chlt isti-
an J1'erald speaks of the Goverament
patronage of idolatrous shrines in India,
as somethingr bclonging te the past. A
similar expression et Ilopinion ments us iii
various quarters. It is quite erroneons.
There are now 8292 idols and temples
in the MNadras Presidency,receivingr trom
Governmient an aninual paynient; of IRs.
&76,780. In the Boimbay Presidency,
there are 26,586 temples and idols under
State patronage; receilvingr grants to the
arnounit of Rs. 305,8 75, tot wlicli, add the
allowance for temple land, andi 'e lhave
a total for this presideney, of Ils. 698,-
598. The entire patronage of the Èon.
Company, for ail its t'erritories, amounts
to Rs. 1,712,586, between 17 and 18
lakhs paici annually in support of idolatry.
*We have ne time at prescrnt to do more
than just notice titis errer, but we hope te
returan te the subject shortly."

The Bombay Guardian st -tes in ano-
ther :Number:-

:Nothing, can ho more erroneous,tlîen,
than the idea whbich seenms, te sorne ex-
tent, to1ave got possession of the pub-.
lie minci, that Goverament patronage of
H-indu ido!atry is athing et the past. It
exists; and toan enormous extent. There
are no less than 26,589 temples and idols
reeeiving the support ef Governînent in
Bombay Presidency alone. Thbis figyure is
immense. Th le churches anti uhapels,
the places of wvorship of ail kzinds, in the
whole of Gi-eat713ritain,are less in nunitber
than the idolatrous shrines receivingy aid
fromn Government in the Bombay Presi-
dency. IK1s itî&thie anlount bestowved
in aid that expresscs the agnittude of'

the evil ; it is the number of idols patron-
izedi. Bverywliefe, in every nook and
corner of the, landi, there are shrines, the
worshippers in wbich are rvell aware that
Gevernunent aid is extendcd te tîemi.
Evcrywlie4c ve find the people ref'cr-

rn othe faut, that there is this connexi-

"There are a great many shrines in
the landi that -%vouldsoon go to, decay and
be abandonqd, if -thG. responsibility ef
maintainîng tpLhfü.,Ystcd ivith tic people
themnselves; (heýr-îdo net ente, sufficient-
ly about tlîem to be at the expense of
keeping thema up; but titis. expense is
met by 1Gevern ment cither giving men2y

directly trom the treasury, or lending its
authority to insure the collection oh' Uic
sunis requireci. Governinent, bas the
credit of giving a great deal that does not
probably appear in the financial accounts
of tlîe Company.

4twe do hop'e that the «English publie
wvill seen awvake te a perception of the
facts of the case, and ne long«er indulge
the pleasing hallucination, that the Gl"o-
vernaient patronage ef Ilindu idolatry is
a thingy of the olden tiîne. Even the
London Times seemns te partake the cein-
mona mieappreliension. We knew that
there are laentlemen, in the service of the
flotiourabie Coulpany, te wvhom it is a
source of'deepesl1 pain, that; they should
be obligeci to have pecuniary transacti-
ons Nvith Ilindu idol shrines. Comiplaints,
for instance, are sometimes made te ima-
gistrates, that the Poojari ef a certain
temple, enjeying support from Gevern-
ment, dees net perforai the daily wersbip
and ablation of.the idol ; and, in the8e
cases, it is the duty ef the magistrate. te
summnon tlîe ofTender, admenish limi fer
bis negfleet ef the idel, anâ compel hini
te pcrl'orm the diurnal peeja.-*

The followving instance ef reperted
participation on a late occasion, in hea-
then ceremenies, is published in the saine
paper:

"1It is stated. wvitheut comment, by the
P0011', Observer, that a couple etf shecep
wvere saerificcd the ether day, in benour
of' the suceessflul conveyance of a locomo-
tive engine te the top et the J3hore Ghaut.
The sbieep wvere brought up on the en-
gine, and were then 0flere(l in sacrifice."

The nature ef the surrender by Go-
vcrninent ef tho support of the -wership
of Juggernaut, is thus explained-

&On thc hast day of his Indian admi-
nistration Lord Dalhousie signed a mni-
nute, by virtue of wbich, thc last link
that bohinc thie Company te the car ef
.ruggernaut %vas ostensibly severed. Long
bet'ore, tîte Government had given up
tbe revenue it clerivcd frein the pilgriEn
tax ; but thc annual contribution in sup-
port ef the idel, its, priests, temple, fest i-
vals, &c., had contiuued te ho paici.
Wbat; ias the device by whichi this hast
link was severed ? lt ivas te invea-t a suf-
ficient sum ofmoney ina pece otground,
the aninuel produce of wùich Nwould ho
equal, tei rte suin that Lad been yearly
paid iii support ef the idol ; and te, make
over titis land in perpetuity te, the ad-
ministratoe ef the temple. Opinions
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