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,every divér.sity prescribed in the Iaw. It is therefore improper to-commne
it.q meaning te immersiqn, or sprinkling, or borli; for more tliau both it elea>'
ly coniprelhends. To ascertaiaits special meaining'In a given case, the only,
way is te observe the direction of the law in that cased In the case. of bap-
lism by lire it is equ'ivalent te immersion, in the case of baptisn -by blood
to sprinkling, &c.

1 Cor. xv. 29 ;" What shall they do who are baptizedl for the dead, if the
k1cad rise net; at al? Why are tliey then baptizcd for the dcad ' Coi»ý-
mentators have been greatly puzz'Ied about the meaningt of this text, by re-
ferring it toe hristian baîjtisnx; te which it does flot apply ;- but whien Teferred
te the baptism recorded in Num. xix., its mcaning is plain and suited exaetly
te the apostle's argeument- 'That baptiz:in expresses, more emphiatically-tlian.
,,ny other, a hope of the resurrection, being administered in the very fàe of
.<lcath; and death in sonie shape, being the sole occasion of its administra-
tion, il is ivith peculiar propriety called Ilbaptism for the dead."

1 Cor. Y. 2 : IlOur fathers were ail baptized unto Moses iii the clouda-'.nd
inthe.sea." Paul had infallible knoivledge of the ffict that the Isralites
-wvere bapLizedlin passing the lied Sea, othîerwise lie ivould net lhaye assert6d
it. This baptirai wvas extraordii:ary and most magnificent, administered 'by
the hand of Jehovah te about thiree -millions of seuls, mnen, women and chil4-
ý,ren, at once. Tt 'was administer(od duiring a thunderstorm, by means of a
shower of ramn, alluded te by Moses (Exod. xiv. 24) and declared plainly by
Asaph (Psalm Lxxvii). It iNas a complete and a beautiful sprinklng'! An
-immersion it eould net be, wliere the ground was dry pnder -their feet and
ithe water a wall on their riglit band and on tlieir lefs (Exod. xiv. 29). -The
ItsraeIites were ne rei imnmer.sed than gay company travelling bet-Ween -two
%valls and a cloud over ffieir head. In thecir deliverance frein Egypt, Israel
'enjoyed a real though obscure dispensation of thecgospel, hence theirdedica-
tion te, Moses under God in this ordinance iras of the sare nature with evan-

zgelica1 .baptisa.
Te these four passages froin. tire eplsties of Pal 1 will addà four more frein

teEaeis. Thy teac-h us that the Phiarisees found fauit with Christ
for negleeting baptisais irhieli had been'in comnmon use anioug theJes.
These baptisms were not only these which Moses, appointed by Ged's ôom-
inand, but those also whidh were appointe4 ýby the èlders and bande&. doiwn
-by tradition. The. latter irere pretended iniprovements et the ýformùer,, and
were probably observed. with -more attention and punctuality.. Thei-law dl
Moses said (Le.- xv. i1) that a, man should baptize himself by iiùashig lîig
hands in water, whexi lie was touched by a man having aün issue ; .briL4îé lý -
,ders satid:that lihe nust 'se baptize biniseif before he eat,, whether fie îvas se
touched or not. Marke vii. 4 says, "When they.cemefrom the market; :ex
cept they î%vash (Gr..baptize), they eatýnot;" and'he alfirmns (verse 3> "'that
except they wash".-4haL is, baptize their bands oft-(margin with the-fist)-
4they eat notL" Hence thc Pharisee, in.Luke xi. 38, -marvelled-that Christ

had net firat wvashed. (Greek, was flot baptized) before dininer."
Thre law of Moess.rcquired thatsncb vessels as. cups- and pots shiould be

baptized by inmmersion, when an unelean, dead animal felI.on them, andib
sprinkhing whylen -a persen died in the lieuse wrlerein they irere, and that sucd
things as tables or beds should be baptized, by rinsing in. iater when. they
xvere, defiled (Lev. xv. 12). When. therefore he says (verse 4) I "niay other
things there be irhicli they bave received, te hold, as the washing .(Greek,
baptism) of cups and pets, brazen, vessels aud tables," or bes, 110 8ets te,
-refer te, baptistns somehow side from the direction oft fue law. ;_anxd in. -verse
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