
THE .ACADIA ATIIENzEUil. I

A OCORDINO to establishied custom Tlîanksgiving
1LDay was observed by the institutions oita the Hill.

This is, wc believe, as it slîould be. Tite circumstances
%vhlichi render student lifo possible, as well as the
special advalltages which individual students enjoy
during tlieir college course, are stirely worthy of
commemoration. Ant ack-nowvledgenient of this fact
mnay be sceexin the topic cliesen for ait addrcss hy oui'
President. Thîis addreis we are pleased to ilote as
ait acceptable variation frot the usual services. A-'t
Il A. :u. the inembers of the tthree institutions met in
Assembly Hall to imite iii a special TlînikFciving
service. Aftcr singing, prayer, and reading of the
Scriptures, thxe Presidetit of the College delivered ait
admirablo discourse upoi Il Civilizatioii." Tite
inqeviries made were chiefly concrrning the reai mien-
ing of the terni Civilization, and whiatIt %vas necessary
for a people or nation to possess before thiey cou id
claiti to be civ'ilized. 'Morality and religion wvcre
îîanicd as thme crowning virtues of a truly civilizeci
people. Tite influence of the Bible iii the %vork of
civilization wvas a promimient feature lu thme address.
Iu closing, the speaker sai(l :-Il Tite hest guide to the
best civilization is the Bilile." W'e understaînd timat a
Union 0,ervice of ai% iîtcire.stiiîîg cliaracter w. heold in
the village in the eveingll. Maîiy of the students
enjoyed thec holiday at tlieir honmes, or ii visiting their
friends. To tixose wvlio rcniaincd thxe dining hall wvas
made unusually attractive. On the wh'lole the day
proved exceediagly enjoyable.

A SINGLE PURPOSE.

E,.EnGy is useful only whiea properly controllcd and
rightly applied. Tite niighty waters on their way froin
their inouutain cradie to, their ocean tomîb itiay thus
be made to subserve thie interests of ni,'n, but thxese
sainîe watrs-this saine for-ce let loose-burstiiig tie
barrier of banks will clesolate the fairest vallys. Thte
uniused citer-y o! one of eart.h's mighity river% would
provide motive power for ail our niachinery. Tite
inîpossibility lies iii our inability to apply tlîis force
wlien and wliere necded. Equally great ri-vers of
intellectual po)wer are flowing in titis and otliec lands
andi acceinplishing comparativeiy little, -,'hilst an even
greater iînipossibility arises lu the attempt to hiusband
tîxis power andi apply it to, thie solution of thîe probleins
of life. It belongs to the doinaisi o! Art, for cultivatcd

intellectual power to take possession of these giant
ixatural forces. Not aIl cax be secured at once, so,
fractions must be seized upon ami applied to useful
legitinate enîds.

Tite latent force o! the mîinds traitied in our
Universities inust l>c truly great. The question
arisès, wlierc are tîiose whem nature preptired to
slîine iii special splheres. Bas net experience showvn
tIiat inucîx of thxis pover lias been frittered away by
a single person attexnipting too niaîny thinns? The
necessity seeius to be a concentration of each man's
energies. There are but fewv gexîluses wvhose ca-
pacities fit them to excel iii every departinent, to
stand inl loîîely granîdeur; but tiiere are tlîousands
borai wvo inny becoîiîe etinient in special professions.
Lord Bacon says "BI Ie that seeketh to bc outillent
aînongst able moen liath a great task ; but this is ever
good for the publie; but lie that plots to bc the onl1Y
figure amtongst cipliers, is tic clecay of a wvliole age."
Yourig' mca often grôow old iii listless apathy, simply
because o! hesitancy, whici rail in no wvise bc counteu
seenîiing nîodesty, in choosing soeme particular profes-
sion. An author e! teni finds more diifi,.lty in
selectin- ]lis subjeet than iii successfully work-ing it
out. Se the nman wlio lias once nmade a distinct
choice of life's Nvork 'vili find the practical difficulties
disappcariiig. Iîîînginary focs are wvorse tian real
ones ; and experience urges oit cvery aspirant that

lowliness is younig il.ibition's Iaddclr," and hionest
effort ennobles evcry craft.

Johnt Foster in bis eeletessay ont "lDeclsion of
Chiaracter " says :<'A maxi witliout decision can neyer
be said to lîeloîîg te imaself ; lie belongs to wvhatever
can niake capture of liîn." And again, "lIt is
wvoiimerfîîl lioew even the casual ties of life seein te bowv
te a spirit that %vill net bow te, thei. . . The strong
wind thiat blows eut a aper, exasperates a powerful
fire te ant iiiîdcfhîite ititeiisity." Througiout, titis essay
lie strives ta enforce thxe necessity of braciîîg Up our
powers te grapple 'vith distincet issues. This exteiîded
te ail tule phia--es of life gives rise to deormined
character. After a decision lias been miade the next
thiiig desirable is persisteîicy of effort fer its fulfili..
mîenît. But hiere caution rnay be necessary, lest
prejudice be permitted te warp judgnient, or supersti-
tion diter freont benest investigation. It bias beon
said, I it aIl superstitu tien wise mcmi followv feols," and
it niay bu added that iii ail prejuilice, mcn chase the
plianitois of fohîy. 13gçoii says of in "If they


