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tic rascal, and stationed hini in the hall ý-ith
pencil and paper, giving him strict directions
to take down those words and phrases to
wI'ichi 1 would cail attention by a coughi
or slighit tai) upon the table. 1 thon ro-
turne,! to the parlor, Witli somewhiat of a
giîilty feeling, 1 mnust confcss; and, fromn the
objeot I liad in conversing, it lis 81110e beenl
a matter of douibt to nie as to, %vhat impres-
sion my conduct made upon our guests. It
taxed my îngenniity to the utmost to kecp
up the coughing anil tapping with such a
careless and natur-à air as not to draw par-
ticular attentioa; to my conduet. Then, alpter
ruimning the risk of being fityled a fool by
these ladies and awakeniîîg thieir disguist,
imagine my mortification to find, aftcr their
d ,arture, that Charlie, with a desire to play
me a trick, early abandoned bis post and
allowed me to grunt and pound away for
nearly hialf an hiour to no purpose.

1 would liko to bc. e«.ble for the benefit of
those less fav'ored, yet ambitions persons,
who, among otiier desires, arc ever anxious
to mako valuable additionis to their vocabul-
ary,to reproduce ail the conversation embody-
ing expressive words and plhraseýs; but sinceq
my meniory dqes not enable me Vo do tlfis,
1 will give ail 1 can in tlieir contcxt, as in no
other way is it possible Vo obtain an exact
and satisfactory notion of what word~can

The weather iva-j of course the first topic
discusscd. For several days it liad been un-
usually fine, and after this manner 1 thon cx-
prcssed iV; but Miss Bessie, the eider, eclipsed
my trite reniark by saying that it wvas
"1just stunning %veaither," which Katie cor-
roborated by the use of the epitiiet "boss."
1 was at that ime, and in fact ani stili, un1-
able, thougli possessingr soîne genius for dis-
cerning fine shades of difforence in words, Vo
grasp the stibtie distinction between several
of these approximnate synonyins. On passing

froin the weather Vo tho gen'eral healdi11, oc-
casion was given Lo speak of Dr. llaw ivho
hiadrecently begun th(. practice of niedicine
in the villagg, or "lstuck ont lus sinigle," as
one Of our visitors put it. rior the îiew phy-
sieian they sedi to, havecontracted a dis-
like-at least 1 so coîîstruied snicl remarks ris

IlLawvs! 1 can't stoîiîach the spe?2
And since individuals hiad been introduced
as the subjeet of reinark the ladies disfflayed
an inclination to take a w'idcr range on tuis
thanl on most topies :and it wvas soon iani-
fest that their vocablary wvas especially
suited to conversation of this charaeter. The
younger, wvhose likes and dislikes were elear-
ly defincdl, in speaking, of one young gentle-
man, expressed tue opinion that lie had "ltoo
mucli brass," and too easily "got bis back
up ;" whie in coîîtrast anotlier uvas a "lshecp-
isbi puke," and "ldaft soft." Botli agreed; in
calling Jim Joncs a "1jolly good fellow," with
whoin they were "lvery thîck ;" anO', by the
way, they just "lfeul iii wvit> hini," comning
down, wviVh azn Il awfully sinashing, spiek-spau-
bran-new team," and nothing would do but
lx- must "hlaul Up" and give themn bis "paw'"
lus cousin Neillo, thcy considered "la
buster," upoii lo!n tliat "1cheeky httlk" of
a lawyer wvas ;"spooiney," buit a "bitter pili"
awaited hiim ini tie disappointmlent of gYet-
ing any "tin" for she itvasni't worth a "raip."
Bill Smith, Whîo 15 "1110 sloutch", of a fellowv¶
was "runing" Alice Perkins, wvho is "la
whiole team," an] bias "lthe tan,"and "lby
a long chalk"' Iltakzes the î4iine off of " that
"lcranky" 1Cousinî of biers froni townl Who is
lxno gyreat shakos," :în, aîîyway hias "1too
nitch ohin music." Scveral pei'sons being
mnade the subjeots of «faivorable reniarks
about this timne, I endeavored 1) Qtiategy Vo
give the conversation a more pleasin g turn,
but ini tlîis I iniserably Lfiled. It uvas like
ryingr to stop .1 rnii:way horse oul1y Vo Ime

knocked down anîd riima over. I have irivari-
ably f ound it to ho Vie case that thiose Whio
have the most-to say derogatory to thc char-
acters of oallers are theiselves tUic fittest vie.-
tiras for the iierilcss lasli. The more fally
one renlizos his own imùperfections the more
gaarided lie will be in bis remarks about
o4uiers--bmît this is a digression, or, ini modern
English, "lonly a side show ;" therefore, Vo
use a favorite expression of a leurnied friend,
"CI inust haul in mly hîorns.", Wliile I hlave
stepped mside for the sake of strikinr- a
blowv at au ovii as provalent as it is aboîiai-
able, lot it noV be supposcd for a mîoment that

Icondeniu the langtiage itself, bu t raLlier
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