
CANADA TEMPEItANCE ADVOCATE.

It la good tiéIther te etst feli, loir drink wliie. nor do aity tlîlng by vlirl
thy brother is made to stiibIe, or to fall, or le twekeued.*-Itom.xiiv. 2i-
.VipcnurhtV TraulauUon.

PLEDCI OF THE MON rREAL TEMPERAN.CE SOCIETY.
W T, IE DOIIINE> > AGRPF, TIIAT WB WILL Nor usé

tiNTOXIC,4TINa Liauoits As A nEVENtAGE, NoR TRtAFFIfl INi TII S;
TIIAT WB WILL NOT PROVIDIP TIIEM AS AN &RriCLI OF~ ENTERTAIN.
MEaNT, NOUt FOR PERSONS IN Ot'R EXPiLoviiENT; ANI) TIIAT IN ALI
8VITABLE WAYB WE WILI. 'I5COUNTENANÇE TillftL USE TIIROUGiiOUI
TIIR C0MMUNITY.

MONTREAL, JANUAIIY 4, 1847.

TO OUR FRIENIJS.

Thie wise mani says, IlLest lie ponder the path of lif 0 lier wayp
are moveabie."1 The worcis arc written with referenco to a par.,
ticular form of sin, but may be appiied, mnst a ' Pty, te tic cvii of
intemperance. Ways are indeed sinioveable."t If WC escape
temptation on une patb she bes-ets us ofl anotiier, arîd no incans

is ieft untried to induce in to turn kside aftcr the destroyer.
Either dircfly by bis own suggestions or throughi bis ejaissaries,

he wvill use, as one of lus Il wayiu;," the habits whicb are too much

connected witlh the close of oite year and the beginning of aria.

thcr. Nothing can be more rational than the checerftil acknow.

ledgcment of Gud's goodiiess during the trne that iB past, and

more partieularly during a year whieh mnust include mauîy instances
of it. Let us ec f bat our mode of acknowledgemierit îs both
rational and cheerful, and thus happy ourselves, we shall bc the

cause of happiness to others.

In the best and highcst sense wc wish to ail our readere a happy

New Ycar.

IIYDRO.IJACCIIUS.
Turaing over Blackwood for Juiy 1844, we êind the foiiowing,

wbicb is worth reading, as being a specinien of the mode in which
nme of tliose who are nlot "lthe l3ecchus.biating lierd"l choose to

try ta persuade theinselves that they are in the right. Ve suppose
the numerous readers of this long popuilar periodicai have a greater
iiking for the mysteries of the professo-editor's Noctes Anbrosi.
ànae, than for our faith, which. abjures and questions the pro-
priety of, even in fancy, perfomming such rites. Such. a faith,
in their eyes. i8 of course frcnzy. We hava introduced a few re.
marks, but as the whole of this anacreontie ode is given, any one
who prefers it wîthout note or comment, may lbave thoeni unread
and have the tale unbroken.

Great Homer sings how once of oid
The Thraeian worncn met to hold
To "l Bacchus, ever voung and fair,"
Mysterious ritffs wvithi solcmn care.
For now the summer's glowing face
lIad look'd upon the his ouf Thraec;
And laden vines fumetold the prîde
Of foamiug, vats at Autumn tide.
There, whiile tlîe ffiadsomne Evôe Phoot
Through Nysa's knolls rang wildly ont,
While cymbai clang, anîd blare of born,
O'cr the broAd Hellespont werc borne;

It is the greater pity, tlîat the women chose or were eînpioycd
te Perforai these rites ta "lBacchus, ever young aiid fair." Hap.
piuy now we have not vcry many of thcm who would, so condes
cend. iacebus probabiy kaew hispower lay in enlîstinig thcmon lus
aide, and as long as he was able te persuade thcm that by bis assis-

tance they would «milain, as theo pnct enlIa lîiî, si ever youing aund

fatim," hoe dîd possess power; but nowsdttys, when it iis known thst

neither youtli nor fairiess crin continue long witlî the"I Bîsccli pIe.

nos or plena,"1 bis inftluenuce is diseardcd. Fbnw haeppy tiiet it is sa

since ît %voiild aîigîr but hl f<îr tbo cause of teinperance, if the nio.

uliers and w'ivcs of tbe prescrit diîy still thouglît it necssairy to rear

their cilidren by libations to 1lacciim.
No sîîîail noise Uic ladies would appear to have mnade ini tiueir

[nysterioris rites, solenin as ihcy were ; and this part of the effeet

of the performance qeenijs to remain iii as great force now ao ever.

W'e find tlîcy disturbed an anc bout lawgiver, for

'l'lic Founuls, careering far and near,
.Strîîck siidden on Lvcurgus' car-
Eii<îiia's grilfi bisck.hcarded loîrd,
Vs ho stîi Uic Bacebic rîtes ublîorr'd.
And cursed the guîd wviise power divine
Lent lîcaven'ls own fire to gencrous 'vine.
Erc yet th' inspired devotees
Iled bah'performcd tbeir rnysterics,
Fumioius bie rusb'd emidst Ibe band,
Amsd whirhcd an ox.gnad ini bis hand.
Fuîl niany a (lame on earLb lay low
l3etieth the tyrrunt's savage bmow;
'lie rest, fer r-cattcring in affrigbit,

Souglit refoge froin bis rage iii fliglit.

W/e presume the haîf performance of the mysteiies means the
perforniers being huaif tipey, and neitlier knowing that their
safcty cî>nsistcd in fliglit îîor able to get ticir iimbs in motion, fel
unler tie strolu' n of tIseox.goadt. The haws of Lycurgus have often
been spoken of lis itern, and tb is punisliment scemsmsevere enough ;
but reelly if there was a case in which severity wvas necesay, it
must be wheîu tbe springfs of phîysicel and moral fouod are poisoned,
and surehy we may say tluis is donc if womcn are foreinost in such
performances. ''bc thinking Lycurgus saw cvii afflir.ting soci-
ety, and traeed much of it to drunkenncss, and in this manner
tried ta drive it away by punishing iluose wvboinight be considered
priestesses of this so.calhed God, but real demon. XVe, aise, seek
to disturb, bis devotees, but with a different weapon ; we bring
nothing more letbal tban the tongoe or the lien of truth, and we
do it, kiîowing tlîat our disturbance of the devoiion tends ta life
and not to deatli. Any otlier mode of attacking the mischiel
wc refuse. The ox-goad style lied only a tcnîporary triumphi.

But the feil king enjoy'd not long
The triumph of his impînus wrong :
The vengeance of tue god soon found him,
And in a rock-y dungeon bound hiîn.
There, sighthess, chain'd, in woful tanes
Ile pour'd bis unavaîling groans,
Mingied with ail the blasts tbat shriek
Round Athos' thimidcr.riven peak.

O Thracian king ! how vain the ire
Thet urged thee 'gainst the Bacchie choir!
The god avenged bis votaries well-
Stern wes the doumn thai thee befeli;
And on the Bacchus.hating berd
StilI rests the curse thy guilt incnurr'd.
Forthe saine speils that in those days
Were woîît the Bacchatiais to eraze-
The maniac orgies, the rash vow,
Ilave faill'n on tby disciples now.

Here is an admission. "6In those days" tîmese saine mysterious
rites, perforined with solemn came, werc wvont to mender thse devo.
tees crazy-to mnake thcm inaniacs-to induce rash vows, repent.
ed of on tue return of reason, if evcr it did roturn. Front the
description wlîich follows, tlie pocticai beauty of part of whieh we
admit in ai its power, and from thie expreEsions used frequîently in
ciassie writems, in eference ta tlicse Bacebanalian ritès, we
sbould bc inelined, did we not know better, ta think that ail wau


