
OFi ri;l. ARIIENIAN Ci.rric;x*.

dercti flx&d, ilt IIl% .hair, escape at
zlacli rimes %vitlhaut bcing îiicre.,Ctsu.-
'Ilitis tire hîgrhest office of' a Clirisýtiai
chàurcli is %irtuially set ni) nt miîction, a
inoslern hilds t1he lianimer, and takes
flic of'r of' tlie Iligliest bidder. 11 this
case, as liinost othecrs, a quarrel amoii-
Cliristians liecomes a direct source of
lucanic to the TtirL- lfov can lie bc
<.spcctril t lien, espcci.dllv os il,- rclîiaus
prejudices cuiticide entirely witli tlic in-
trirest of his purse, to chîeck tire c% il ?
There is, lîaver, ait impûrtant dîiek,
lit tire fact that tlic primlates, ii %%]rse
divisions flic evil originjates, are ulti-
iiiately called tipon to toiitribîite lîcavi-
IV frontî tlicir owni plirses, wlien the
afilourit of the bribes exccds the pa;'ri-
archal rcs;ources.-TlîIe actîual luistory
of thic patriarchate is, in fiîct, little cise
tirait a history of intrigues. Dîîring fif'iy
> cars in tire seventeenth centkiry, four-
teen persans were raisedl ta tire office of
patriarch, one of whom was clectcd anîd
dcposcd nio Iess tban nimue timnes, tire
wholc nunîber of elections and deposi-
tiouus %vas near]y forty, and ane priest
lield tire office for six years, <inchîding
anc in which lie was supplantcdl by an
individual raiscdl dircctly from the hum-
ble cmpiaymciit af baker,) bef'ore lie
wvas ordained bisliap. Four times tire
primates, instead af clectiuxg a patriarch,
kcept tire office in their own hands, and
an anc occasion, increnscd tire mnukattaa
from 100,000 ta 140,000 akcheh, that,
they mighit bc aliowed ta retain it. A
var-tabed (cicrical mank> supplanteil
them by increasing it, in addition ta
large prescrnts, ta 400,000 ak-cheh, and
hired a Turkish guard for an extrava-
gant suma ta enabie him ta make good
hie caims. Blut hie rivais proved.too
powerful fur him; lic was tlhrown into
the cwmnon prison, ana there shortiy
.after perishied by poison.

'1 Thc apluoirncnt of biskopi ic aisa

tion. The paLgi ircli, itittir,îll%
tu, reuilize a li-rge ilicoîîice vtifi gclucrni-
iy, il'therc are ri--i ai;cdi e uic :c
canneo faU to lic gâe tire appuùîhîîîtijit
ta hiin flint u&Rrs the Iiluigt pret-en4.
Tite jimauîguratuî y jîresenit, 100 ., a di -
rect prcuuiuni tu tiie grenhest ;.~îf'
î;îstability tif tiie epi.copuil offilci; for
the aftengr acie loishîop is rec.alled anrd
îwîothr njîpointed, tire ortciier ducs it
callie irito tire patriarchRIa trcuistir%.
Oae clieclz tipor tiiese e% il tendcîxcies i.-,
fliat ie pîeoplc of' tlie dioceae iii quies-
tion, froin whiom tiese bribe.; n tu tt t i -
înatcly cante, wil], %vlîcn thîr piirscà or
tleïh feelings arc tamperui %,*hh tc Far.
make thecir complainte ta b li hard.-
Auiother is, tliat Most Lishîops tah.e cao'.
ta secure partibansitmang tuec primates
upon whoni the patriardi lîimsellf is de-
pendent, and thius have authoritative ad l
vocates at iiand tu, cauintermine tire in-
trigues tlîat may be formied, agaiiut
themn; circumstances luavimxg led tiieni
ta imitahe tire systemn pursucd by the
puishas af tire empire, wha, as is w'ell
known, hiave tlxeir spies and agents in
tire very divan of tire Sultan.

"DiDssent, aleo, and fit e religioae
tolcration fa opp)o.-e. The idea of go-
vefliment is, tliat cveu'y sect of rayavhx,
i. c. subjects not Muihammedan, forma a
distinct nation, and must have a repre-
sentativc and respomisible liead at the
capital. Tite Grceks, Armerrians, and
very recentiy tire papal Arnuenians, have
such a liead in tlîcir patriarche, and tie
Jcws in their chief Rabbi; and are, of
course, aclcnowledged as tolerated sects.
The Jacobite Syrians iiaving noa thier
representative, tire Arncnian patriarch
acte as their agent. Other secte, ex-
isting aniy in certain provinces, have a
local toîcration, without being repre-
sentedl at the capital; as the luaif inde-
pendent Maruonites ii mounit Lebanan.
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