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POLITICAL SUMMARY.

POLITICAL

Taxapa.—Our lucubrations under this head
have been kept in abeyance now for three months,
but n looking back on that period we find little
of peculiar interest to arrest our attention—at
least, in so far us this colony is concerned. It
seems generally agreed that emigration from this
country to the United States 15 going on to &
considerable extent. If this involved only the
removal of the politically disaffected—those ubso-
{utely hostile to Briush institutions and connexion
—there would be little reason to regret it. But
itis to be feared that many good subjects and
useful members of' the community are also with-
drawing themselves—some through timidity and
a desire Lo be ont of the way of apprehended
trouble—others from the scarcity of profitable
employment, and the backward state of public
improvement, and of private enterprise.  The
Trench Canadians are said to be removing in con-
siderable numbers; a very unusuad procceding
among them.  The wretched system of agricul
fure practised by them, has no doubt rendered
the efiects of their distractions and troubles far
wore grievous than they might have been—and
sheer want is expelling many of them. In the
investigation by Lord Durham in regard to the
agricultural state ol the region below Quebee it
was found that neither seed nor steck had been
changed for ages.  In the course of the summer
some alarm was occasioned by reperts indus-
triously circulated respecting a renewal of the
conspiracics againsi. our peace on the other side;
and the 4th of July was represented as big with
danger of renewed incursions into our burders.
It passed over, however, quictly—and whatever
we may think of the purposes and plots of our
own retugees, there secms Lo be goud reason o
belwve that the great bulk, even of the most
ardent and philanthrapic of’ our republican neigh-
hours, have quite given s up as a hopeless case,
and will leave us to hng onr chains in peace and
guictness. It has unhapply cost Great Britain
£1,053,000 to bring them to this conclusion.—
Sceveral convictions have been obtained by the
United States’ autheritics for levying war within
their territorics agrainst Great Britain, and Mac-
kenzic for one has been sent to juil for cighteen
months.  Amongst oursclves, whilst a great
uumber of political culprits have been releazed or
reinoved to the penal colonies, fresh atrocities
continue {o be committied, which are snpposcd to
be of a political character—such as the Cobourg
conspitacy, and the ffequent acts of incendiarism
m various parls of the country, bhut especially on
the Niagara frontier.  Public meetings also have
been held 1n = gOOdQum“y places in supputt of the
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SUMMARY,
views contuined in the Earl of Durham's report,
at which, the leading topics of the orators have
been, the responsibihity of the local executive to
the provincial legislature in local matters—the
union of the provinces—the dissolution of the
present house of assembly, and the subversion of
that most abhorred of all eligérchies—the family
compact. - These meetings have perhaps been
neither s> general nor so numerou~, as the objects
contemplated by them, and the actual state of
political fecling in the community, might have
led us to expect. Butin fact, they have been
mainly composcd of the extieme politicians on
cither side; and there is a large proportion of onr
comnuetty who cither take no interest m political
matters; er who, although grumbling or appreving
in private, have an un.urmountable wversion to
compromising themeelves by any decided steps.
We adire greatly the counsel of the town clerk
of Ephesus—which is peculiatly applicable in such
mtters—and firmly belies ¢ that every conzistent
christimy will exhibit 2 conscientivus moderztion
in this as in all other respects—but, at the same
time, it is not to be overlooked, that the ciuzen
has obligatory dutics as well as the individual—
and is us much bound to faithfulness and diligence
in the former as in the Iatter capacity.  Whatever
good or cvil may result from the meetings in
question, it secms 1o be very obvicus that some
powerlul stimulants are required 1o prevent and
remedy the mischievens consequencesaiising from
the temponsing, procrastinating, undecided course
of the imperial wovernment. It were indecd, vain
to expect, that nay measures they could adeopt,
will at once, or very speedily 1estore the heaith,
or even waterially mitigate (he diserdess of the
body politic. They are toa deeply seatud 1o ad-
mit of eazy care, or of any cure that dees not
apply itself dircctly to the merl and rehigicus
condition of the whole population, as well a5t
therr excculive system of government.  Bat -
decision and uncertainty can enly aggravate every
symptom, in a community like ours, when true
political wisdom is o little difitised, and where
the qualifications of the statesman and legislaiar
are scarcely to be fuund.  Notling Las been dsne
j1n the iuperial parliament m regard to the coleny;
except the modification of the act fur the tempo-
rary govermuent. of Lower Canada—Lord Jein
Russcll's hill for the union of the provinces, wis
only 10 be postponed nll next sesvion.  Besides
pr(;viding for the union, and the establ:hmeat
of o generd legislatare, difermg in alinost noe
respect from the prescat one, it. propotes the
division of the united provinee inlo five districls,
cach w Bave a districtl counal f twenly seven
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