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TI-TE ROMAN VILLA AT DARENTH.

HEaccount of the
R~om-an occupation

of IEngl and for fourIFH~centu ries is w'ritten
flot on ly in the works

ofLatin authors, but
also on and under
the surface of our is-
land. Fragments
of the walls stili re-

main, 'whose strength, after nearly
two thousand years, laugh-ls to
scorn. our modern buildings.
Roman tiles formed the best ma-
terial wvith which some of our early
cburchi builders could work. Many
of Our finest roads leading straight
over hili and down dale were the
workz of the Romans. Under the
earth none can say wvbat relics re-
mFin as yet undiscovered; but
enough bias been found to show us
m-uch of the wvay of living of the
Italian invaders of aur island.

Thieir great road, Watlingy Street,
from Richiboroughi to London, andl
so on to the Rom-an wall, passed
thiroug-ch Canterbury and Rochester,
and had one of its halting-places at
Springhecad near Darenth.

One -would liaturally expect that
a settiement wvould spring up hiere,
and therefore the discovery of
Romian coins and other antiquities
during the past fifty years, -,as flot
a matter of muchi surprise. The
churchi of Darenth, too, wvas known
ta contain large quantities of
roman tules in its wvalls, wvhichi
miust have been obtained from
buildings in the neighbourhood. A
steami-plough whichi had been cm-
ployed in a neighbouringr field had
been broken by the strength of
somne old foundations under the
surface, while the labourers somne-
timies turned up Roman. tules w~lîen
digging. It hiad also been noticed
in dry summrers, that certain lines

of irregularity in the crop, crossingy
and recrossing eachi other, might ebe
seen.

Ail these thing s pointed to the
likeliblood of the old foundations of
a Roman villa stili existing under
the soil. There must have been
aýt the time of flic Roman occupa-
tion many houses in the neighbour-
bood wvhose occupants wvere en-
gaged in furnishing supplies to the
station at Springhiead, or else had
placed thieir dwelling-,,s so as to be
conveniently near ta the river
Darenth as xvell as the main road.

Two gentlemen living in the
neigbibouirhood at last determined
to put the matter to the test, and
obtaining leave from the tenant
farier on wbose land the supposed
site wvas, they began to dig. At
the depthi of a foot they came upon
a Roman pavement composed of
small pieces of red brick.

The harvest Of 18-94 hiad been
already cleared, and there wvas thus
an excellent opportunity for mak-
ingç further excavations. A por-
tion of the field wvas at once en-
closed, and a lease obtained froin
the I-Zcclesiastical Commissioners,
who are the owners of tlue land.
Mr. George Payne, F.S.A., a cele-
l)rated authority on RZoman An-
tiquities, wvas asked to superintend
the work, and the whole of the
Sul)seq uent excavations have been
carried out under his directions,
and iii many places, where the
work -%vas of special delicacy, by
bis ow'n liands.

The present appearance of the
villa is rather like that of an un-
nuiense haouse, where the excava-
tions have been completed, and the
fouindations broughlt almost to the
level of the grround. There are
many things, -however, wvhich we
should not expect ta find iii the


