
211

servants to idle awvay
thieir finie about his premn-
ises."

But WC niust not tlîink
disparagingly of the Kor-
ean. Therc arc splenIM
traits iii his character.
We inay treat his ances-
tor worship as. a subject
of wonder and even
aniuilenient if wve wvill. bltt
thierc is somiething pro-
foundly beautifuil in 1bi1S
regard for father and
mnother. The Rev. Jaies
Gale tells a littie storv of
howv a miob hiad gathered
around himi was disperscd because it
wvas found that lie had a father and
mother in Canada to whionî lie wishied
to wvrite:

Inu the iiiob that puslied into tue court-
yard, I.,aw the fori and eut of dress of the
governor's chief secretary-eaclh officiai grade
hias its particular uniformi by which lb can be
recognized. À word or two with hM iiglit
avail somnething if 1 could only catch his ear.
A inonient later lie camie in throu gli the
press, and 1 had an opportunity to ask lmi
if he would help me. 'Ini what particulari'
said he. 'lIn this, it is our Western New
Year's Eve to.night, and. 1 would like quiet
that I may write a letter to rny fathier and
mother, for 1 always write theni on New
Years Eve.> 'lis yourjather alive V asked
the secreLary with some surprise. ' Yes,' 1
said, ' alive, and lbas a very high regard in-
deed for Korea."'

11He at once told those nearest himi that my
father and inother were alive, and that 1 ivas
going to write thein about their Land pof
Mlorning Calm. WVord passed that 1 was-fo
be trusted, for 1 hiad been born of parents
and showed uninistakable sigis of filial affec-
tion. Gradually the tumuit quieted, the
people took their departure, and soine of the
old w.ornen ventured to the front door and
shouted. questions about my maternai an-
cestry. Neithier years nor miles eau carry
one beyond the protection that the Orient
recogrnizes in the sacred namnes, father and
inother."

Surely there is niuch hiope of a
people Nvho have a filial love as deep
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as tliis. There nay be no Word for
love iii their language, but we f cel
persuaded thiere niust be sonie such
feeling in the hiearts of the people,
even though it lias neyer found ex-
pression in wvords. Tlieir ilial piety
is cruclely and quaintlv expressed in
a stanza of their own poctry:

"That pond'rous weighited iron bar
l'Il spin out the thin ln threads so far
To reach the sun, and, fasten on
Andl tie hiim in before lie's gone
That parents who are grom ing gray,
M~ay not get old anothier day."

Another crude expression of feeling
is lu the following- littie Korean love
song, which proves tlîat the ICorean
is quite capable of huniiian ernotion.
One lias the feeling that there is a
great deal reserved behind these
awkward lines:

'That rock hecaved up ou yonder shore,
l'Il chisci out and eut and score,
And mark the hiair, and make the horns,
And put on feet, and alli lie turus

Required for a cow ;
.And then, iny love, if y'ou go 'way;
l'Il saddle up iny bovine gray,

Andc follow yotu somehiow.*'

Less crude are the lines on life:

C4 Xe white guit of the sea so fi-e
Whlat earthly care or ruie

Koiea*, ivith the Eye.


