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No; tongues we find m every bLough that sc-
lemn sayings show, not alone * how hriel the
Jife of man runs lus errng pilgnmage, but
the far higher lesson evpressed so cowprehens
sively by Lopez de Vega, that* the wisest man
goes astray when hu takes a single step without
Gud !’ and that all steps are lost which i) na
further from that central glory w hore is the meet-
ing of immortal ways. ‘Thiroogh the dense ob
scurity of this forest, as StAmedeo do Hautenve
8338, * we shall be lod by \nnumerable signals to
discover the source of Divine graco the Savieur
of tho nations, the star of Jacod, tha pillar of
ttuth ;° for trath speaks to us in every object 1o
the way, aud ateveryturn: * Vocat per se Deus.’
aays St Gregory, * vocat per Angelos, vocat per
Patrea, vocat per Prophetus, vocat per Apoato-
193, vocat per Pastores, vecat etium por nos, vo-
oas plerumque per miracula, vocat plerumyue
per, flagolia, vocat ahquande per hujus muads
prospers, vocat aliqaude per adversa®.” You
»eSion” how wide-iz-the range allotted in this
work fur vur thoughts and aur ohservativns.,
!gul fet us observe mote closely the resem-
Blance which exists betweén this leafy labyrinth
of Fraoce, with its convent in the wmidst, to
which all paths conduct, and tha great obscure
teact of Ufe through which the human race is
wandering ; for as many scveral ways meet thas
in one forest, as many fresh streams ran in one
sclf sea, a3 many lines close 1n the dial’s centre,
so many a thousand actions, thoughts and wishes
end 1n one faith, and are all 1n 1t perfected and
crowned ; yes, truly, within the labynnth of
life thore i5 a central point where peace divine
inhabijts, all rays diverging from that bedy in
whaoso ~irtue hes the beanng of all thay 1t con-
wunst. Through diverse passages this bright
Jamp of the wotld rises to mortals, * and as the

soul,’ to use Dante’s words, * through wembers
different yet togother joined, in different powers |
resolvn stself ; even so the intellectual efficacy

folds tire goodness multiphed throughout ali;]
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beaunful ; of power, here 13 the most powerf.l ;
it glory and ricies and pleasuro, here a ¢ all
these united v thewr true  excellence ** ¢ If
riches e kived ! says St Augustin, “here théy
are preserved without danger , if howour be
loved, hers it 18 gained without partnerstup with
the nowoerthy | if safe’y be loved, here 1t 1s pus-
sessed without nisk of iwcurning loes ; of hife be
loved, here it 13 foand where it will endure for
evert ° Por as God 1n heaven is eenro, yer ex-
tenda to allf . so frum Cathulocism radiates all
that 18 true and just and beanuful ; while every
object that reflects perrection leads the soul back
to 1t asto that cential port St. Hildegard Le-
held, at which finite forms touch the 1nfinite.—
Ruperius compares 1t to that fountain in the
midst of Paradie which irrigated the whols,
earth  * Omnes aquae potatnles atque sulubres,”|
scith he, * ubicumyue fluang, vol undecumgue
appareant t do fonts Paradisi per oceultos mea-
tas oniginem trahunt, et ex ejus dulcedine hoe
habent, us potabilas sive saluebres sint,’

We shall see how truly this obscreation may
be applied to the Churchin relation to all human
arts and aeuons. and theretoro by what a puwer-
ful,thouzh sumaetuues secret, attraction the pur-
suit of every lavdable object, the practice of
evory virtue, and even the exorcise ot gvery fac.
ulty of our nature, leads 1o an apprecwation of
the divinity ot the Cathalic farth, :

* The feet migmfy the affections,” says St.
Amedwus  We direct vur steps 38 our will di-
redte.  ‘The old poet said, and in one sense
truly, that the word * loving’ is the beginnin g of
the evil:

——Alla Puieo men éstin arcli€ ton kakouy,

Ty will be the object of this work to shuw, that
in another and sull wider sense the same word is
the bepromng of felieity.  * Sy poaire dicere k-
cut, ‘Fratut sua quemque vojuptas, quanto for-

tus,’ says St Augustin, * nos dicere debemus,
trah: homnuem ad Ehristum, 3ui delectatur ve-'
ritate, delecistur beatnudine, delectatur jusitia,

—

of life, towards which the hamnan raco 18 forced
to advance by an fuvineiwblg force ull it toachea
the fstal brink, 1ntoawhich ft at last falls, rather
than one whe seeks the thing he Joves? 1t s
that man may forget the ond of lus course, and
then that the unpulse given him 1o attain it will
remain ; and it he mizomploys it, hq uses ionly
to lead himsell Wuie astroy, descembing nto
deoprr aud deeper gloom®. It 1s that m the for-
est of life \hore ary certain fearlunl springs, wiuch
mahe dizzy aud msane thuse who quall’ them ;
cortain wild flames that lure the traveller on
with treacherous dance il ho 1s lost 30 the dark
wilderncss—orror his guardian, and the mght
hia bride ; certain strange ymages . as float be-
forg the son) of the weaned ull he sleeps hke
Endymion ; cortain false guides that recom.
mended fatal turns into crooked paths, for, as
St. ‘Thomas of Villanova says, * while the paths
of the juet are straight, the 1mpious walk 1w a
circle, always proceeding, and never making
any progresst.’ The way of God 13 a straght
way , and tberefure, as §t. Bruno ramarks, the
Psalnust prays, suying, * Directum me fac in
seimta recta ;’ but tho enenues of man ever
strive 10 turn hum asmde into curved paths having
no 1ssuo, which only wind round ancr round the
centre, and nevor jwin 1t  Wandenng on
through the dark thickets. ke crosses, 1t 13 true,
at each step the siraight, evep paths to eternal
peace; but his will 1s not moved te follow them :
the darx fiend there casts his shadow ; sull he
turns night or left whither the wooed is moat ob.
zevro ; and so walks round in error, often, alas !
ureparably lost, though sull heanng on all sides
the gracious calls (rom overything, as well as 1n
silent books, which in the.r silence say mote to
the mind than thunder to the ear ; and yet nen
listrned not, nor haten ; but walk datkhng 1o
their doom.

* O wfinite centre,’ exclaims St. Thomas of
Villonova, ¢ infinite good, thence infiniely attrac-
tive, what can retard a creature capable of such

cleansed 11, and ngain Jed it back to pemience ,
and then God gave 1t such strength that 1t pro-
ceeded unfaltenngly up thuso sieep sides which
you seo there , and then 1 came to the parfow
path of contemplanon, by s.hich 1t proceeded
along those sirange usnkoown ways Gud alops
understsuds ; for no one can tel) whuher they
lead, or where they end, further than that they
pass through sohtude o God. But know, that
many souls whom we load through shese soenes
perisk by peraisting in following tracks which
only bewilder and decaive®.* ’

Awong the books of Raymond Lully we find
* Liber de Vais Paradist ot Vits Infern).’ 'LUliese
ways are thus muluphed, we might almost aay,
to mfinity ; but all of thom are reduced by $\
Bonaventura 1o two, of wlieh he thus wystically
writes . * To the two clernal manors of whic
St. Augustin apeats there is approach by twe
jeurneys : 1o the first we asrive by the investiga-
oo of reason with love ; to the second by’ dam.
nable omission with gnef, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, who 8 the way in which we go, the
truth to which we come, and the hfg 1 svhich
we shall remaiw, sl.ows us both mauors and the
two journcys, the one intrinsic and secret and
cternal in Himself, becamse He is the coontry
and habuanon of the eoul ; tho other extrinsig
and withoot Himself, which 12 the erernal exile
of the soul, whoro is weoping and gnashing of
teeth, ‘Tha journoey to the first manor 1s by the
mulufarious way of access 10 Himself ; that to
the second by the mulufarious ways of depare
ture froms Himaelfy. 1t shall be my ondeavouy
1n tho course of ihis wark to show, by passages
extracted from ancient books, what are the jour-
jneys by which the human spirn proceeds add az-
rives at 1hat intninsic secret and eternal manor,
and to point out how many of these convergin
paths the pilgrim has crossed, having at eac
intersectton  pmdance afforded to the ceotre,
lnhich. if followed, would have led him to it
fromn the first.  We shall find, howaever, that

spiritual and matenal things, on us own unity | delectatur sempnerna via, qaud wlum Christas g.nod from rusiung into thee ! O the weight :3( even while }'esisxing the central attraction, and
Yevolving still.’ ‘Tho Divinity has fbeer com-lest].” See, thon, how many wust be the upen-|sin which causes souls thus to recoil from their, forcing, as it were, a passage from it through the
pared 10 a circle whose circumferenee 3s whinny, 1ngsthrough which the travellercatches aglimpse 'true centre ! It ss as great a .muacle o see
the centya being b+~ gouduess, every thing in the . at the Catholic Churebh as he proceeds alung these souls svspended thus, detained fram it by
+ world yevoluing round 1t, and beiug directed to the variuus roads of life, since the secret and  every breath ut wind, as it wanld be to see roces  the beauty that he flies from  Moreover, wo

ahd tn the words of St Bonaventura, which

‘But here we are et by a sad reflection at the

forest, who follows false unages of good.
‘ierque

‘cma\q\ed thickets of error, there will be sl
I some openings at his side to direct him  back 10

<3t 38 tho Tays wWhich issue from one point—the ' mystersous laws of moral affit ity are constartly hansing 1n the aird.’  Yet this mirucle 1s beheld : find that with 2 gocd intention it may be even
“ Whureh in which the Son of God iearnate emploved in creating them, te whichever side hie 10 each erritg pilgrun thraugh hfe's enchauted ; somenimes well, for the purpose of explaring
. ~dwaells, might be expressed by this same mage, , directs his steps.

the hinmensity of troth, to take, as it were, the
side-alleys or by-ways which branch off from

Pope lonocent 1l uses in this very sense}, ontset, for ail follow not these straight and easy . Non agit in rectum, sed in orbem cnrvat cuudem; the main roads, luoking so solemn and inviting

saying, * the centre is everywhers, and the cu-|
cumference no  where—mmutable self, al}’
“things are subjected to s purpnses ; moust pes-

{eot and immense 1t is withi~ all thuings not n- |

ways. On the contrary, inast stediously avord
them. ¢ quast,’ to use Phuy’s wutds, * won ea
dem gquastions semper 1n termine cogitationls oc-
cursura, desiderio finis alicujus.” Though 1t 19,

Ut voluenis visis rapidissima milvios exus,
Flecutur in gyrum {|.°

to the fancy ; for hy keeping in memory the di-
.tection of the principal lines, there will bs so

* Thus the wretched soul,’ eays St Thomas of  little risk of lusing the way while we scquire

Villanova, ¢ as no creature can suffice to her,

i the experience of mysteries, that, as Autolycus

oluded, without all tdings not excluded, above | true also that many who refuse for alung ume wanders round i a circle, through each with;sings, even when we farthest wander here and
al: things not elaied, below all things not suc- | 1o fulluw thess cunverging hues, ov their side oreat labour ; as it is said of the wicked in the!thers, we then sha)l by reason of that acquire-

cumbent. ‘Being the highest unity, it is all | wandenings along the muluplieny of ntercircles' Psalm, *Caput eorum eircoitus eorum,’ and again - ment, most go right.

But whether we folluw

things in all things, though 2l things are many,, which are intersected by theia, only learn 1o es-;* In cirewit 1mpu ambulant.’ As nature, in- the direct avenues, or strike off with prodencs
and it is but one, to see winch thus sacramen- ! nmate the nunibes cf them more ull at Jength, deed. tends to vuity, so do all wills ; but then, , into the by-ways, we shalll come to the conclu-
tally coustdered with the eye of fanh, ic to see moved by nrace disine, they cume lo the conclu-, they being freo, can turn withersvever each de-, s10n that all ruads threugh the intellectaal or

all goody’

In the words of a2 Ruman aulhor,;eion that car be expressed 1n words of greater sires, as these 18 not the sume necessity in wills  the spintval forest can lead mer, under celestial

which can be thus transferred: ¢ Sacer est, 2ter- ; assurance than those of Plata, where he said it that there is in nature.” The human will, there- guidunce, to the source and summit of perfee-
nus, immensus tolus in 1010, ¥MMO vero ipse ) is prohable that the turm where the toads inees, fore, by error thus msguided, Jesceibes a cirele, ' tion, which is faith in the one holy Catholie and
totum , extra, Intra, cuncta complexus 1 se ;|15 the repuse o f the sual aud the end of the jour-or,f converied only fur a moment, cancentrie: Apostolic Uhurch. ¢ Mulus viis ad Deum tep-
omntum retum certus, et sunibls wcetto, for how | ney.§;  That many, hewever, do chouse long tu; eircles.
wander vainly, and that fmosy pever find the * Nonsecus ac hquidis Phrygius Mmander in . even the saints, separated ofien during the jour-

can man know fully any thing, qui sui nesciat ,°
aut mens hominis videre, qua mandos ipse non;'
capiatff.’

};‘hus. in the spiritual geography there are co-
lumus of Hercules, beyond which none can ever
pass ;. fuf the Church of God, as a2 French au-!
thor ohserves, is for man both a centreand 2 hor-
tizon, placed atihe last term of all calculation
&s eternity, as the Jast term of al) love as life and
beauty, at the last term of all sthought as uniry 9.
Such 1s the umiversal throne which faith erects,
where many shapes one tribote ever bear; and
of the Church we maysay, in the wards of
the same Ruman author, Furor est, profecto fu-
ror egredi oX ez, €3 1anquam 1nteIna g)us cuicla
plane jam sint nota, ita scrutari exwera.’ *In
every order of things,” says Gerbet, * whatever
is the centre manifests itself as such 10 a thou-
sand ways ; every thing reveals unuy, fur all
belongs to 11*®.’  So the Catholic fauth can ea-
sily be traced by only following the hines which
diveraa from it, thence originating as all nume
bers from unity ; and cven as Darife notes of the
difference  between what he beheld—where
every ono 43 moro In number distant from the
frst was tardier in motivu ; and hat glowed
with flame sost pure that te the sparkle of truih
was nearest, as partaking most of its reality ,
and tirat which contrartwise takes place 1 the
sensible world, where divinity shows more in
each round as each is wider from the centreif ;
so where wo might Jeast expect to find the at-
traction of faith, as having strayed farthest, we
may find its powor at the greatest strength to
bring back wanderers the longest and ieast ex-
tricably lost. The city of God iu this respect
rczemblies what the poet sings of

* Urbs hahet ; viqud frotum de tota flumina terra,
Sic orames ammas locas acetpit alle,”
Bat let us
¢ Mark what radiant stato faith spreads
In cirele voond her shining thrane.’
For ¢ what can man destre that 18 not found in
fuilest perfection there 1n God ¥ It wicdom dJe-
Jight you,’ continues St. Thomas of Villznora,
* hero is the wisest ; if beauty, here is the moss
¢ }jom 38 in Ev.
t+ Dastemn 2.
t De Sacro Altaris Myst
Junerauum mentis 13 Der— 5.
f Pha Nat Ristii. ,
< Tiudes sur les idecs ¢t sur leur union ao
acia du Catholiciame, ii
~e Fsqmsse de Mem. Chretienne, i, 140.

1} . 28,

chie, 13 indeed most eertain . but the thought
which leads me through this work 18 briefly this :
to show that os every one of the roads of life, at;
every stace, 1n all conditions, and veder all lhel

uudis
Ludit, et ambiguo lapsy refluitque fluitque®.’
The way 1s straight ; the very essence of truth,
as a great authar says, 1s plamess and bnght-

i duur,’ as Cassian says. We shall observe how

ney, fuund themselves together duling the end ;
rand thercfore we shall learn never to censure
i those who pursue a different path from ours, or
thecome discontented with our ownt, Thus vast

vanetios of impression which result from the dit | ness, the darkuess and crookedness 15 our own. ! is the region throuph which we are now aboutto
ferent pursuits and studies of men, they have the| The wisdom of God created understanding fitdirect our couvrse. * Though,” as Sir John Maun-
Catholic Chureh, stanhing in view, whether neaz; and proportionable to truth, the object and end | deville says, * traweth not that 1 wil} telle you

or at a distance, nght before them, at which, if!

of 1, as the eye to the thing visible. If our un-

all the townes and castelles that men scholle” go

led by renson forward, they must arnve by as' derstanding have a flim of ignvrance over 18, or i by ; for thap sholde I make 2 large wsle.® Tho
necessary afaw azany whichexinis in geometdy ; , bo blear with gazing on other false ghstenings, ; main roads and many of the side-alleys 1 wil}

but that thase who chovse nat to recugmize 11

what 18 that to truth ?

ifmen would but purge’
sy turn and stike off frot the way on which: with sovereign eye-salee that smiellectual ray’ Chureh ;

show which lead thtowgh hife’s forest to tha
and * with all helpful service 1 will

they find themselves, hoping 10 lose sight of 1t ! which Gud has planted in the, then they would ;lead ye where ye may more near behold what

on shme other. though they are sure tw he dis-'
appointed in therr seareh fur solid ground of
doubt, or mvuluntary 1gnurance, sinee from the
next path they take thers 13 the same bourn sul}
plain to human mntelhgeace, and so on 10 conut

nued ciscling, changing one avenue for anuther,
from cnldhuod unio age, from age to death.

* There 13 delusion 1 the warld, and woe, and
fear, and pam.’ * It 13 a wild and mizerable
world,’ adds the same poet, * thosny and full of
care, which everv fiend cun reake his prey at
will.”  Butinto *hisinorntal desert, where every
thing is n dirorder, confvsion, chaos ; where
acuons and principies intertwine, blend 1ogether,
becomo inextricable as branches and impervious
underwood in an immense primitive forest, tne
men of faith have indeed entered with axe in
hand, and, following their Divine Master, have
traced there on all sides disunct and sure pathis,
by which they guido us safely towards this cen-
tre inundated with Jight, where rises on a lofiy
and immovable rock the holy prize for wkich
cvery human heart is yearmng. These are the
roads of which thesaered Scnpture witnesteth.
saying. * Semuta justi recta est®®,’ * Justum
deduxit Dominus per vias rectas, ¢t ostendit ibi
regnum Deitf i and also prophesied in the
words, ¢ Hre ont vobis dirccta via, #1a ut stalti
non errent per sliam ;’ and also, ¢ Et erunt prasa
in directa , ¢t aspera in vias planasil’ And
yet to many * how this present world seems as
the spot whete mysteries converge, hat to di-
verge afresh 1* How comes it that 20 often each
seems more liko a man fisig from sometlung
that he dreads, as it from that feasful precipice
which Bossuet describes at the 1asue of the road

¢ St Thom Yill Dom xvii post Pent 11.

Epist xlv. . 1 Mihon.
Vesp The Wasps, 77.
Tract 26 10 Joao. % De” Repob wii

*¢ Tga x2vi. 1t Sapx

11 =2 xi

discern the illumiaanon of the pillar ; and if no
other eaase forbiad, us beams would ever be therr
guide The nolces, the signal posis, as it were,
i hfe's foress, ate found in the olive groves of
Yalencia, at every turn, sianding on the side of
the road, and legible enough.

* Ne labyrinthes:s o fiaxibus egredientem

Tecn frustzaretur isobservabilis error.’

But if men will ot sead them, or bo directed by
them, they aze free to do so. ‘I'ho rabbius and
masters of ths law of Mases were not convened
afier sering the rmiracles of the Messiah ; and
St Matthew followed flim at the first word which
he beard from Has Lips.

Though we are pressed by time, let us observe
in conclusion that human hfe was actually
shown to Marina de Eccobar in mysuc wsion as
resembling a journey through such a region as
1 have been descntang, * Here,’ she suys,
¢ were many roads and paths, some wide and
straipht, leading directly upwards to a delicious
plain : others narrow and windiog in different
directions, branchiog off on all sides into nnu-
merablz sntricate tracks. ¢ See,” said an angel
to me, * the diversity of ways wlich God em-
ploys far dirceting souls to their salvation. QOn
that stzaight way yonder, which represcuts the
diving law, I was lately puiding one thet God
committed to me ; and 1t proceeded for some

ime safely, il 1t came o that narrow defile.
which signifies a great perfection, and then it
descended by that crooked path which you ob-
serve. Then 1 succecded 10 Jeading it back
again ; but the demon tempted it agzin to escape
from me, and s0 it furned dewn to that tnatsl,
where it engulfed 1isell’; bus Idrew 1t out end

® Euides sur les ldens. &o.
De S Adelermo, Scrmo.
St Bfumo in Pa xxvi. : .
Dom xvii past Pent 13
Orid Met i 716 .
4 Ovid viii 3. :

shallow-scarching boohs have left unteld, and

| whas contemplauive men fall oft. amidst thess

!'shades alone, have sat 10 wander 2t and gaze

' upon.”

* Sunt quibns uvum opus est intacle Palladis
arees

Carmine perpetno celebrare.®

'I‘ie atiraztion of the €hurch sh2ll be my
theme Her warth] will essay to celebrate :
and go* avend ye towards her ghitering state o
though il Fcun 1a nothing to her, whose worth
nak :s other worthies nothing, sho being herself
alone. 3t is through her woods that we shalt
wat der, where as on the lJuxunious banks of riv-
ers 1 the new world we may behold, suspended
on the course of waters, grouped on rocks and
mountains. disperscd in vallevs, trees of all
forms, of all colours, of all perfomes, mixing,
growing 1opether, and mounnting 10 the ar to
herghts which fabigue and baflle wigion ¢ For,
as St. Themas of Villanova says, * the Church,
having 10 heep up on earih a perpetval fire, thas
of charity, must nceds passess for this yurposo
vast forems.  Truly theso are not wanting jo
her. She hasimmense woads where she .cuts
dows daily ; and such s their deosnuy and extens
that they can never he exhiausted. Sho has the
vast wood ot creatures, the wood of she Serip-
tures, the wood of examples, dmlv rising up s
the Charch. Sh? has fuel 10 abendance ; bus
tho fite only Gud can ginej ’

The past therefore shall 1ise, and we shal] be-
held the prerenl.  For the world in al} its im-
mensity aad variety is comprised within the for-
est of the Church cantaumng those trees of hfe,
each tree hearing such precious fruits which An-
tonia de Fiscobar so earefully deseribes}l. * Thero

* V't Ven Virg Manane, &etlibiveg.

; De Septem higenbus Adernitaus Proleg.
T, P Rugaeci I'Art de riter avec Didy,
§ Serm de Assumpt Vieg e, .

li In ¥ivang Comment tom i.




