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RED RIVER INPROVEMENT.

A scheme is said to bs on foot to forma
private company to improve the navization
of the Red river betwen Winnipeg and Lake
Winnipeg. Mr. T. C. Livingstone has been
at Ottawa and he says the government sre
anxious that the work should bo undertaken
by a private company. Ho further says that
the government would liberally assist the
proposed private company by ¢ cash bunuson
complotion of the work. Mr. Livingstone
says ho has the promise ot 8 Dominion charter
for his propesed company, authorizing the
construction of the necessary work to make
deep water navigation between Winnipeg
and tho Lake.

No doubt the govornment would be quite
willing to charter the proposed company, and
furthermore, the government would no doubt
bo quite willing to vote a bonus to tho propos-
ed company ‘ on completion of the work,”
as the chances are against their ever being
cutled upon to hand over the bonus

The improvement of tha Red river so as to
permit of lake steamers navigating the river
beyond Selkirk, is 8 most important question,
There are no very costly ¢ bstacles to over-
como. The only impediment to the naviga-
tion of the river is the St. Andrew’s rapids
and this could be overcome at an expenditure
of from £500,000 o $1,500,000 azcordirg to
different estimates already made. At the
samo time we believe this is a work which
should be undertaken by the Duminion
government. It is toall intents and purposes
a Domiunion government work, the Dominion
having sole powsers of legislation in matters
regarding navigable streams, When a bonus
was proposed by the city of Winnipeg some
time ago, to aid in the carryiag out of this
work, The Commercial objected to it on the
ground that it was a Dominion work, which
the people of Manitoba have a right to expect
shall Lt done at the expenso of the federal
government,

Mr. Livingstone intimates that his pro-
posed private company should be aided by
bonuses from the city and province. <The
Commercial believes that neither the city nor
the province should be called upon to contri-
bute anything to aid this undertaking 'The
Dominion government appears to have funds
to spend in canals in the East, such, for in-
stance, as the Tay canal, which are of much
less importance than the improvement of the
Red river. The Dominion has not yet under-
taken any important public work in the im-
provement of our western navigable streams,
though there has been a pressing demand
for this work for many years, and now
evidently tk3y desire to shelve it by giving a
charter to & private company to carry out the
work.

In sho opinion of Tho Commercial great
care should be oxercised in the matter of this
propused private company. It looks too much
like a scheme to posipone the work. Oince
the private company were chartered, the
government could object to do anything, on

the ground that this company had beon
formed to carry ~ut the improvemonts, and it
wouid not bo frir for the guvernment to stop
in until tho private company had been given
plonty of time to see what 1t could do. In
this way the matter could be kept hanging
fire for years, whilo the governmont would be
in a position to meet &ny pressurs upon thom
to urgo thom to undertake the work.

Befoio this proposed corapany is chartered
the matter should be theroughly investigated
by the public, and tho board of trade and city
council should havo a say oun thosubject,

The recoption tha vresent proposal will
receive will depond very much upon the
names connected with it. So far thc oply
namo mentioned is that of Mr. Livingstono.
It is to bo hoped that no represeantative men
will allow thoir names to be connected with
the enterprise, unless they ure fully satisfied
that it is a bona fide enterprise, and that there
is good reason to beliove the work can be
carried through in this way at once.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

A COMMITTEE of Winnipeg gentlemen have
decided to call an immigration convention,
to be held at Winnipeg on or about the 26th,
27th and 28th of February. Delegates from
each municipality throughout the province
and Territories, as well r= from the larger
towns between Port Arthur aund the Pacific
coast will beasked toattend. Representatives
will be invited from the Winnipeg city coun-
cil, board of trade, grain exchange, jobbers’
union, exhibition association, Hudson’s Bay
company. Canadian Pacific railway, North-
ern Pacific railway, Mapitoba and North-
western Railway, and Great Northern Rail-
way. The railways will beasked tosupply a cut
rate to delegates from outside points. The
movement to hold this convention, is an out-
growth of the recent immigration convention
held at St. Paul, Minnesota.

* * *

THE payment of claims against the Terri-
torial Exhibation, was discussed in the Seunate
at Ottawa last wesk, but Premier Bowell did
not hold out much hopo that the Domipion
would pay the claims. In reply to Mr. Per-
ley be is reported to have eaid: ¢ With re-
gard to tho liabilities for the fair at Regina
be did not kncw that the federal government
was bound either in honor or equity to as-
sumo that indebtedness, and they certainly
ware not legally bound. If it wasshown that
the debts were incurred by the lisutenant-
governor upon his own responsibility, there
might be some claim in equity against the
government whose officer the lisutenant-
governor was. The government had, how-
ever, cnly given a money grant to assist the
fair and had taken no further responsibility.”
To this Senator Lougheed asked: “Did I
understand the premier to say that the f;ov-
ernment repudiated the fair liabilities incur-
red by tho licutenant-governor?” The
premior replied: ‘I did not say so. Isaid
it was a matter for consideration. Would it
1ot be well for the honorable gentleman to
establish a claim before he talks of repudia-
tion.”” It may be explained that large claims
against the territorial fair remain unpaid. It
was certainly expected all over the Torritories
and in Manitoba that the Dominion would

satisfy theso claims, The oxhibition was
luvked apon here as purely a Dominton gov-
ernmeont affair, and practically 1ts solo man-
agoment was in tho hands of Governor
Mackintosh, who is a Dominion official, Tho
Duminion is surely morally responsible for
those liabilitios, the promior to tho contrary
potwithstanding. Tho government should
also bo held morally responsiblo for tho men
they place in power as lieutenant-governors,
It seams only reasonable to expect tho Du-
minion to wipe off those claims, when we con-
sider how the exhibition was brought about
and managad throughout by government in-
fluonces. Eventually we believe the claims
will be paid by the Dominion, and they
should be paid at onco, a3 no Joubt much
hardship has already been coused by the de-
lay in straightening up the affairs of the
exhibition. .

TiHe COMMERCIAL has spoken several times
about the loss sustained throngh the careiess
handling of poultry, but there still seems to
bo room for a full course of lectures upon this
subject. Both the farmers and many country
merchants seem to require further advice up-
on this matter. A few days ago wo sawa
barre! of turkeys in a Winnipeg store, which
had been shipped in from the country, that
was certainly a disgrace to the shipper.
Nearly half the valuoof the turkeys had been
lust by improper handling. In the first place,
& barrel is not a suitable thing to pick poul-
try in., In the second place, these turkeys
had evidently been frozen before they were
packed, and they had no doubt been thawed
out by the shipper, to admit of being packed
closely in the barrel, for they had been pack-
ed in so closely as to form & solid mass wher
frozen again. Tho consequence of this freez-
ing and thawing and freezing again was that
the hirds looked black and dirty. They look-
od as though they had been lying around a
dirty warchouse for a few months, and alto-
gother they were about as uninviting a lot of
goods as we haveseen forsome time. Poultry,
or any other flesh food, onceiv becomes {rozen,
should not be allowed to thaw until it reaches
the consumer, as it presents an objectionable
appearance by being frozen and thawed. The
shipper saved space in packing vy thawing
these turkeys, but he utterly destroyed their
appearance, and greatly reduced their value.
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‘I HE statement published recently in the
Winnipeg Free Press, and credited to the
St. Paul Pjoneer Press, to the effect that large
quantitios of oil cake were shipred from Min-
nesota to Manitoba, is entirely untrue. Flax
seed meal i3 produced in Winnipeg in larger
quentities than is required for comsumption
in Manitoba, and the surplus i3 exported
cast.  The preduct of fiax seed has w0t boen
imported into Manitoba for years, The St.
Paul paper has evidently beer stuffed.
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Wnii.E The Commercial has some doubts
as to the feasibility of the proposed dairy ex-
chango in Winnipeg, there is one point which
would appear to greatly favor the formation
of the proposed exchange. We rofer to the
loss sustained by holding dairy goods at the
factories or in country stores. This has ever
been the great complaint about Manitoba
dairy goods, that they have been held until



