
44C MM IOIL

WINNIPEU, .TANUARY 27, 18963.

REDl RIVER IhIPROVEMENT.
A schemoe is said te bo on foot te forn a

private company tw improve the vavîi.ntion
et tho lied river betwen Winnipeg and Lake
Winnipeg. Mr. T. C. Livingstone lias heen
at Ottawa and ho says the gorornmeiit are
anxious that tho îverk should bo undertakon
by aprivate company. Ho further says that
the governiment iveuld liberally assiqt tho
proposed private company by a cash bonus on
completion ef the work. Mr. Livingstone
says ho lias tho promise or a Dominion charter
for his proposed company, authonizii.g the
construction et the nocessary work te make
deep w'ater navigation between WVinnipeg
anîd the Lake.

Ne doubt the geverrunient would ho quite
willing te charter the proposed company, and
furthermore, tho govorumrent would ne doubt
ho quite willing te vote a bonus te the propos-
ed cempany Il cn comrpletion ef the work -"
as the chances are against their ever beiig
called upen te hand ever the bonus

The improvernent ef tha Ried river se as ta
permit of lake steamers navigating the river
boyond Selkirk, is a most imnpor tant question.
There are ne very ccstiv < bstacles te ever-
coame. The only iînpedinient te tho naviga-
tien et the river ie the St. Andrew's rapide
and this could ho overcomo ut an expenditure
et from $500,OOO o St,500,OOO accordiu.g
different ostimutes already muade. At the
saine time wve balieve this is a w eork which
should bo utidertaken hy the Dominion
governînent. IL is te allintente and purpeses
a Dominion geverrinment work, the Dominion
having sole powers of legislation iii matters
regarding navigable streams. When a bonus
was propesed hy the city et Wiunipeg somne
time ugo, te nid in the carryi:ig eut ot this
work, The Commercial objected te it on the
greuind thut it ivas a Dominion work, which
the peopleofe Manitoba have a ri-lit te expect
shail i, dontaut the expense of the feoerai
geverrent.

Mr. Livingsteone intimates thut his pro)-
pesed private compuny sheuld ho aidcd by
benuses froni the city and province. The
Commercial believes that neither the city ner
the province should ho called upon to contri-
bute anything to aid this undertahking 'fie
Dominion governinent appears te have funds
te spend in caitaIs in the Fast, such, for in-
stance, as the Tay canal, whichà are et manch
lesimportance than the improvement eft th
%id river. The Dominion lias net yet under-
talion any important public ivorli in the ira-
provernent et our western navigable streums,
theugh chere bas been a press:ng demund
for this work for many years, and now
evidently tlsy desire te shelve iL by giving a
charter te a private compuny te carry eut the
work-.

Ia the opinion ef Tho Commercial great
cure should ho 3Xercised in the maLter of this
proposaid privato company. It looks too much
liko a schemne te post pono the werk. Oee
tho private company were chartered, the
governiment coula abject te do anything, on

the ground that this company had been
formed to carry -'ut the imtpruvomqnts, and it
wouid i hot ho fuir fur the gu,ýernminet te stop
in Utîtil the pnivato Company had been givun
plonity et timeo to seo %îbat )t cuuld du. ln
this way the matter could ho kept hanging
fire for years, %vhilo the goverrimout wveuld bo
in a position to meet iny pressure upon thora
te urge them to utîdertako the work.

l3otere this propoed cer.ipany is chartered
the matter sliould ho thorougbly investige.ted
by the public, and tho hourd et trade and eity
ceunicil shuuld have a say on tho subjeet.

The receptien the è,rement proposai wiii
receive ivili depend very much upon the
numos connoctedl with it. Se tar thr, ocly
name mentioned is that of Mr. Livingstoe.
It is te ho hoped that ne repreeentati *ve mon
uill allow their namnes te bo connected with
the eniterpriso, unless thoy are fulty satisfled
that it is a hona fido enterprise, and thut there
is good reasen te believe the work enu ho
carriefi througli in this way ut once.

EflITORJAL NOTES.
A CO>m.IiTTuE et Winnipeg gentlemen have

dccided to caît un immigration convention,
te b hole at Winnipeg on or about tho 26th,
27th and 28th ef Februury. Delogates froin
each municipality threughout the province
and Territenies, as well r- from the larger
tewns betwveea Port Arthur und the Pacifie
ceast ivill ho usked te attend. lepresentatives
ivili ho invited fromi the Winnipeg city coana-
cil, hourd ef trade, pTain exchunge, jobbers'
union, exhibition association, Hludson's Bay
company. Canadien Pacifie railway, North-
ea Pacific railway, Manitobu and North-
western Raitway. and Great Northern liait-
wuy. The railways wilthboasked tosupply acout
rate te delegutes tram. outside points. The
mevement te hald this convention, is an eut-
growth of the recent immigration convention
held ut St. Paul, Minnesota.

TIIE puy ment ef dlaims ogainst the Terri-
torial Exhibition, iras discussed in the Soniate
ut Ottawra last week, but Premier flowell did
net hold eut much hope that the Domipion
would puy the claims. In reply te Mr. Per-
loy ho is reported te have said: - lWith re-
gard te tho liabilitios for the fuir at Riegina
ho diô net know that the federal goveraiment
was bound either in honor or equity te as-
sumo thut indobtedness, and they certainly
ivoro net legatly hound. If iL was shown that
the debts woe incurred by the lieutenant-
governor upon his owa responsihility, there
might ho somne dlaim in oquity against the
governinent whose oficer the lieutenant-
governor ivas. Tho govcrniment Sudl, hew-
ever, cniy given a mney grant te assist the
fuir and had taken ne tunîher responsibility."1
To this -Senater Lougheed asked: IlDid I
understund the premier to Qay that tho 3-ov-
arriant reîîudiute3d the fuir liabitities incur-
red by the lieutenant-govornor 2" The
premier replied: "I did net suyse. I eaid
iL was amatter for considorution. Would it
net ho well fer tho honorable gentleman te
establish a dlaima before ho taîks ot repudia-
tien." IL may bo explained thut large dlaims
ugainst the territorial fair romain unpaid. It
was certainly expccted aIl over the Territories
ana in Manitoba that the Dominion ivould

satisfy thoeo dlaims. The exhibition was
luuked apon bore as purcly a Dominion gov-
erriment affair, aîîd practically its 9Dbe mani-
ogemant wvas iii the hands of (Jovernor
Mackintosh, îvho is a Dominion official. Tho
Duminion is surely nîorally responsiblo for
those liabilitios, the premior to tho contrary
notwithstanding. Tho governmont should
aiso be hold morally responsiblo for th o n
they place in power as lieutonant-governiors.
It seem-s only reasenable taeoxpect the Du-
m1inion ta wipe off tho caims, when we con-
sider how the exhibition was brought about
and managad throughout by governimont in-
fluences. Eventuially we believe tho dlaims
wilI bo paid by the Dominion, artit they
should bc paid et once, as no doubt inwih
hardship has already been causcdl by the de-
lay in straightening up tho affaire of the
exhibition.

Ti ip. COMMERCIAL bas spoken several Limes
about the loss sustained throlugh the careims
handling of poultry, but thore stili seemns te
bo room for a full course of lectures upon this
subject. fleth the farmorsand manywcuntry
merchants ser te require further advice up-
on this matter. A few days ago ve suiv a
barrel of tuýkeys in a Winnipeg store, whioh
had been shipped in from tho country, that
ivas certainly a disgraco te the shipper.
Nearly halt the value ofthe turkeys had been
lost by impreper hanaling. In the first place,
a barrel is net a suitable thing te p ick peut-
try in. ln the second place, the"e turkeys
had evidently boas frozen before they ivere
packed, and they had no doubt been thawed
eut by the shipper, te admit of boing packed
elosaly in the barrel, for they hail beeu pack-
ed in ïg0 cbosely as te forma a solid mas3 when
frozen again. The consequenceof this freez-
ing and thawing ana treezing again was thaï,
the hirds lookcd black and dirty. They look-
ed as though they had beon lying around a
dirty warehouse for a fow menthe, and alto.
gether they raere about as uninviting a lot of
goods as we have seen forsaine Lume. Poultry,
or any other flash food, once itbecomes trozen,
sheuld nlot be allowed te thaw until it raches
the consumer, as it presenits an objoctionable
appearunce, by bain- frozon and thawed. The
shipper saved space in packiog 'oy thawing
these turkeys, but he utterly destroyed their
appearance, and greatly reduced their value.

iHE stament publishcd recotly in the
Winnipeg Erce Press, and credited te the
St. Paul Pioneer Press, ta the affect that large
quantities et oil cake wore shipped fromn Min-
nesota te Manitoba, is entirely untrue. Flic
see meal is produced in Winnipeg in larger
quantitios than is roquired for consumaption
in Manitoba, and the surplus is experted
mast. The prcducet iux sced bas iiot bean

imported inte Manitoba for years. The St.
Paul paper bas evidently been stuffed.

Wii.î The Commercial has somo doubtB
as te the feasibility ef the proposed dairy ex.
change in Winnipeg, there is one peint which
would uppear te greatly fuvor the formation
ef the proposed exchanige. WeV roter te the
tees sustained by holding dairy goocls at the
factories or in country stores. This has evor
bean the great cemplaint about Manitoba
dairy goods, thut they hao beon hola until


