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Furs,

The regular June sale of furs and skins is
now over and has resulted in leaving the mar
ket in a most unsettled condition, with prices
ruling chiefly in buyers’ favor, It seems now
certain that the opening of the next season will
witness, atall e\:ents, as low prices as are now
ruling, even if we have not tochron.'ca
further decline. The cause of this weaker feel
ing is the fact that an average decline of 154
per cent., throughout the list, took placo at the
sales, partly from the large sunplies offered,
but more particularly because the greater bulk
of the skins hiought forward were decidedly
uot of the first quality.

All accounts agree that the bearskinssold
were of the moust miscellancous character.

Those that were of as good quality as is usually . Journal of Commerce.

wolf, gvoy fox, lynx, red fox and spring musk-
rat, the furs offured weve far below the avernge
and naturally could not command the same
prices as prime skins, and even in the case of
bear the skins were so very much hixed as to
seriously affect the price. In those cases, such
as beaver and opossum, where no complaint as
to quality could be made, the excessive supply
completely hroke the market, and it was only
in the case of those furs which were well cured
and in only averago supply that March prices
were able to be maintained. When large

; supplics of infetiot skins are thrust upona
- doubtful nauket 1to1s hittle womder that the

offered commanded full prices, but there were |

many in very poor condition and these naturally
sold very low, thus weakening the market and

demund begins to flag, and conscquently the
average decline of 154 per cent at the Junesales
cannot be snid to be anything but what might
have beenexpested under the circmstances,

G ey mr—

Montreal Dry Goods.

The ity retailers state that they have no

causing the average price to fall below that | reuson to complain of business this week, as the

vealized at the March sales. Wolfskins were
also in large supply and, at the best, of very
ordinary quality. CUnder these circumstances
the demand was naturally limited, and a heavy
drop in price resulted.

Muskrat, of fall and winter collection, sold,

general preparations for the summer exodus to
the scaside and country has caused quite a boom

; in the nevessary articles of attire and embellish.

.ment, Traders in the vutskirts also continue
to do a steady aud satisfactory business. Whole.
sale houses are getting off their travelers on the

on an average, fully 10 per cent higher than | regular full trip, and = good many have already

the prices realized last March, simply because
these skins were well cured, in gocd condition,
and 1 no larger supply than at at that period ;
but those taken last spring fcll off quite 10 per
cent from March prices, principally on account
of their poor condition, but partly owing to the

! trips arcaut very far advanced.

started ; veports so far as yet heanl, speak of
the result as very satisfactory, but of course the
Stocks are
assuming larger proportions, as no deubt a large
quantity of goods bought prior to the 13th May,
arc being hurried out as fast as possible so as to

larger stock offermg. Besver skins alsv fell 10 | be entered here before the first proximo, when

per cent, and m this case the drop was not due
to the condition of the skins, but rather to the
slackness of the demand and the fulness of the
supply. They were fairly neglected by pur-
chasers and prices necessarily suffered.

The heaviest fall in values was in grey fox
skins, which, curiously enough, was more than
in those of the red varicty. ‘This was due to
the very poor order in which the skins were,
and also, in part, to the much larger stock
offered. So poor was the condition that there
was very little call for them, and they suffered
a depreciation of 35 per cent. in value, the
greatest decline on the whole list; the next
sufferer, skunk, which was also in large supply,
and which was so much called for last March,
falling 25 per cent from March prices, aud the
next, opossum, over twenty per cent. In the
case of this last fur the drop was entirely due
to the heavy supply offered, as the skins were
in prime condition and a fair demand was
evinced ; but in the face of such heavy lots as
were offered it was impossible to maintain
prices at their old basis.

There seemed to be no demand for either
raccoon or mink. Both these furs were entirely
neglected and buyers refused to touch them ex-
cey t at very low figures. The same thing was
noticeable also in the case of lynx and red fox,
hoth of which furs were somewhat off quality
and, as a natural consequense of little dunand
and poor coudition, were compelled to suffer a
decline of 15 per cent from the prices realized

On all sides we hear tho same complaints of
of the poor quality and bad preparation of most
of the skins for the market, Iu the caso of

the new duties come into force. Cottons are
fairly keld, and show no weakness. Woollens,
except for a break in grey flannel, are firmly
held.

It may be that free railway construction in
Manitoba might forward, as nothing clse can,
the devclopment of the country ; still, thatisa
matter of debate, and we cannot blame the
Government for refusing to accept that view off
hand. For our part, we arc inclined to think
that the Government policy is a short-sighted
one. The Northwest is not making the progress
that was reasonably expected ; the results, in-
deed, after seven years, are ludicrously ont of
proportion to what was predicted when the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
was begun, though that can be no surprise to
anybody of scnse, whom a heated imagination
did not lead to expect that, on the opening of
the country, the whole population of Europe
would rush over to fill it up forthwith. Itis,
however, making a healthy though s'ow growth
—perhaps the healthier for its slowness, In
view of the great debt incurred, any cause that
may impede the development of the Northwest
ought to be removed, if it can be done with a
reasonable amount of safety. The policy of the
Government, broadly state, is to develop the
Dorminion as # whole and promote inter-provin-
cial (trade, which policy is to be entirely ap-
proved ; but it does not seem clear that this
design would be seriously endangered by allow-

ing free railway construction. If, however, it
were found to do so, an effectual remedy might,
perhaps, be applied through the tariff, which
already is s etrong protection,—Zoronto Weel;

WHEN YOU ARE GOING

MINNEAPOLLS, ANY POINT
ST, PAUL EAST orSOUTH
TAKE THE
St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway
The shortest, best and most desirablo roufe
| 10 ALL POINTS IN UNTARIO, QUEBEC
AND UNITED STATES.
¢ If you want to save time and monc{ purchase

your tickets from starting point through to
destination via the

ST, I’AUL,’ MINNEAPOLIS & MANITOBA
RAILWAY,
i Fur full infoumation, maps, ete., apply to
G. H. McMICKEN, Agent,
WINNIPEG.

C. H. Wakney, Gen, Pass. Agt.]
V. 8. ALEXazbeR, Tratlic Mgr. J»

TO

ST. PAUL.

A. Masven, Gen. Manger.

CHICAGO
MILWAUKE
& ST. PAUL RY

Is the Fast-Mal Shait Line from St. Paul and
Minneapolis vin La Crosse and Milwaukee to
Chicago and all points in the Eastern States
and Canada. It is the only line under one
{ management between St. Paul and Chicago,
aud 18 the Finest Equipped Railway in the
Northwest. It is the ouly line running Pull-
man Drawing-Room Sleeping Cars with Luxu.
rious Smoking Rooms, and the Finest Dining
{ Cars m the World, via the famous ** River
Bank Route,” along the shores of Lake Pepin
and the beautiful Mississippi River to Milwau-
kee and Chicago. Its trains connect with those
of the Northern lines in the Grand Union Depot
at St. Paul. No change of Cars of any Class
between St. Paul and Chicago. For through
tickets, time-tables, and full information, apply
to any coupon ticket agent in the Northwest.
R. Miller, Gen'l Manager ; J. F. Tucker, Ass’t
Gen'l Manager ; A.V.H. Carpenter, Gen’l Pass.
and Ticket Agent; Geo. H. Henfford, Ass't
(ien'l Pass. and Ticket Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
W. H. Dixon, Ass't Gen'l Pass. Agent, St.
Paul, Minn.
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IZ°TRAVEL V1A THEXY
Minneapolis and St. Lonis Railway

AND THE FAMOUS

Albert Lea Eoute

. LvesSt. Paul, 1vo

Chicazo, Burlington, Kansas City Minneapols

and Des Mojnes EX. .« 282 am a%05am
St. Louls Fast Ex.. . bBE30pm  b7.15pm
Chlcago Fast Ex ... .. dg3ep.am  dL16p.an
Des Molnes Passenger . an30pam  anlspam
Exceldar and Watertown...oaeos as10am a8.45am
arlington and Excelsior ........ adl5pm  add0pm
Mankato Express Acoom™........ a315pm  as.bop.m

a Ex Sunday. b Ex. Satunday. & Dally.

#& TurovcH COACHES AND PyULLMAN P.u,‘,w}:
SLEEPERS to Chicago, St. Louis and Des Moines

DIRECT LINE TO WATERTOWY, D.T.
Pavacr DiNinG Cars oN Ca1caGo TRAINS.

2—-THROUGH TRAINS DAILY—2
to KANSAS CITY, LEAVENWORTH, ATCIlISON and
ST. JOSEPH, making co‘m;;ctior: in Union Depots for a1l
nts wes' .

Fast and frequent trains betweea St. Paul, Minnespolis
and tako Minnctonks points.

For maps, sleeping car berths, or other information call
upon any agent in the Northwest or write to

. F. BOYD,
General Ticket and Pavscuiger Agcnt, Minneapolis



