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shifting glow of antarctic lights, which only disappeared Guring the thres
or four hours of day time, when tho sun shone dimly from low m the notth,

On the bleak hills near Hammorfeat, Norway, whoro so siany tourista go
to &eo tho Midnight Sun, a spectacto hardly leas intoresting may be observed
during Decomdber January amwl February, while tho Night Queen for several
days bofore and aftor full, steadily illuminates tho sunloes regivns, and
shining through the frost-purifiod atmosphere, clothes tho snow-cuvered
forgsts, the atorm-bealen cragk, and the mountains, armyed in absolnto
\{hillonlcss, withn grandenr that nearly makes ono forget the absence of
daylight.

J’Il'P the heroic atlempts of modun navigalors to rewch the North Uole
ovor ieach a trivmphant conclusion, tha fortunate company will bo privileged
to study tho mystorions phenomena of six months ol day and six months of
night. ~ An important portion of thesn relato to the moon.  For tha onw
hundred and eighty-two and o hnlf days in one, ouly above the horizon
during its leasov half, and, conrequently, woll nigh invisible all tho timo;
and thon, when tho darkness begina that lasts from Soptember to March,
whilo the fair globo grows from first quatter to full, and then shrinks back
to Inst quartor, over h)utlocn days in every month, its never-setting rays fall
upon scenes, which, fur aught wo knofv, aro moro wonderful than avy yot
visited by human explorms,

Whilo the latitudo of Nova Scolia does not allow anything like this
oxtromo exhibition of lunar radiance, our winter nighls ate long enough to
afford about fiftcon hours of darkneas, which whon Disna presents hor full
circle, in o climate just cold enough to make cutdoor exerciso most agree:
ablo, surcly gives ovory opportunity a reasonable being could ask for healthy
nocturnial recreation.

During the present wmonth another peculinrity of the moon’s orbn
produces n situation, which never fails to attract the attoution of nullions
asido from those understanding its canse.

Tho planot is in such a direction near its full that u combination
hotween its own and the terrestiial motions make it appear to advance very
slowly ; cousequently, for several days rising but littlo Jater cach night.

This annual display by our altendant world is designated as the Harvest
Moon ; and longago in the mother countries boyoud the Atlantie, as the
scason ol ingathering was mado au vecarion of gencial feativity and rejoic-
ing. The gay 1ides and parties, lusting from carly evening until Septembor's
big round moon hung lew in the north-west, faint and gy hefore advancing
morning, remain among the brightest accounts of hygone pleasure. And
evon in the present soverely practical nge, on our quict peninsula, many of
our busy people will tind time for highly enjoyable. excursions during theso
hours of lessor day across Acadia’s Jovely landscapes. and over the glitterivg
wators intersporsing her hills aud valloys, and almost forming her entiw
DLoundary, Nontu Stan,
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ARCHITECTURE.

A number of wooden buildings throughout the city, aud more especially
in tho northern portion of it, hnve undergons altertions during tho summer.
Quite o chango is noticable in the architecture of Gotlingen aud North
Park Streots.  In somo cases it has been improved by the altemtions. while
in other cases the changes are not at nll creditablo to those who have had to
do with them. For instance, tho double-dwelling on tho cornor of *arth
Park and Cogswell Streots, o story and a half house with pitch and crown
roof, having a cosy appearanco and of fair architectuml outline, hey been
changed to two-storey aud flat reof and an addition built t¢ the Cogawell
Streot front. . In remodeling this structure not the slightest regard has
be2n had to anything like architecturo. Whatever foatures it did possess in
that respect, have been wiped out in making the alteratious, aund the
building now is one of the most ordinary looking in form aund finish that
can bo found in any part of the city. This is to be regrotted, as the house
is conspicuously situnted, facing a postion of the Common where large
crowds of peoplo frequently gather.  In erecting now buildings or remoilel-
ing old ones, our citizons would du well to try aud improve tho architecturo
of the town particularly as by the employment of proper skill this may
bo done without any additional cost, Cirizes.
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PET A ——

SHOULD THERE BE ONE SCHOOT TERM ORI TWOQ?
20 the Fditor of the Critic :—

Sir,—I notice in tho columns of last week's Curric, some pertinent re-
warks on the division of the school year as at preeont oxisting. ‘This
. fuestion inlerests at least three-fourths of the people of this Province,—
parerts, inspectors, and other oflicials,—in fact every person taking an
interest in the regulating and. furthering of thoe Fdueation System in the
Province. Lot us then, thiowing aside prejudices, stop down and discuss
tho question upon its merits.

I'beliovo that the present division of the natnral school yedr into two
lerms is damagiog to tho true interests of cducation. I boliove this on tho
principlo that frequent changes in any department of public trust leads to
anarchy and confusion. Wiy do wo not elect our members to the Dominion
and Local Legislatorz every six months if tho system isa good one? Why
do not governmonts give the various oflices in their gift (the Civil Service
for instauce) to men for only six months if good results from doing so? 1
may further say that if the school terygs were lonfer than a year no evil

Amony other roason« for proferring ono long torm, 1 may mention tho
following : (a) It saves tho auperintendunt, inspeotors aud trustoos, tho
anxioty and troubls of making twico & year a number of unaccesnary repotta
and statisties nreding an ondless amount of figuring ond iuformmtion ; 7h)
An unl roports anil statistica woulid bo mor voplete aud rolinble : (e) Ine
apectats and othera prefor onn tong torm ; () Papila are bonelitted by it—
sinco we know it takes a towchor nearly half the present torm to regulato
anid conform a achool to hin wishes: () Reason, uniformity, ami nature
demand it ; (/) 1t strongthens tho profossion—for a professional toicher
doea nol want to ba auhject to a aystown, which, for the slightest provocation,
lio is linblo to have u usurper overy six months,

No doult those in authority will fool somowhat timid in making a chango,
na iv noturnl onough 3 but when they reflect that o great majority of tho
people of tho Provinco is in sympathy with tho move, hesitiucy then bo
touys weaknoss and fusipidity, :

AsTg Critio has gonerously invited both partios to como forwand and
uryo thoir claims in its columhs, wo feol auro that a fair, honest, and manly
dizcuseion, will altimately rosult in seiuiring far the PProvince the great boon
of ono long school terin,

Halifax, J. J.

To the Flitor of the Critie :—

Stit,— You invite discussion on the question of subsitulivg oue loug
term for tho prosout division of tho school yoar. I do not think thuro can
bo any real discuasion At least T do not aee what arguments can be pro-
duced against the mform you so forcibly ndvocato. Ilut ngitation is necossary.
Tho two term division is in possession, and ot nv ono supposo that it can
be dislodget without repeated insistanco on tho need of reform.  Thero /v
need, as you havo shown, a crying nced, aud 1 hope you will continue your
advocacy.

Antigonish, Revronw,

PO

To the Kditor of the Critie :—

Sit,—You degerve the thunks of all interested in vho progress of educa-
tion in Nova Scotin, for your manly and strrightforward expreasion of
opinion as to the inutility—1 might say, eril—of having two school torms
tho year. 1t must uot, howover, bo assumed that because tho change from
two torms to ono has not beon horetoforo discussed in tha pruss, tho quoestion
ia only beginning to excito aliention. For years many of our hard-worked
iuapectors havo hann desirous of having the two shoit torms superseded by
ono long ons. Yes, anid theeo mon who have apeut years in familiarizing
themselves with the uceds or weaknesses of our sshools, are now wnanimons
in favoring the proposed chauge, At rome of our District Associatious (of
teachers) it hins been discussed, and the toaghers of somo western County —1I
forgot which ono—as woll as those of Guysboro aud Antigonish Countics,
long ago passed resolutions affivming their opinlon that ono long term in-
stoad of two short ones, would enablo teachers to do moroe work, and would
help to diminish their migration.

As you havo observed, Mr. Fditor, tho presont system ought to bo con
demned evon if it were not responsible for anything clso than the itinerancy
of teachors. At present a teacher closes his school ono day,nnd has to
tmvel many miles to his now situation on the noxs-.the first dnf' of a new
torm  Teachers aro supposed 1o begin work the first day of each torm, but
they don't pretend to do it. Schools are frequently closed for a week, or
for longer, at that time.

Tho summer torm is now 50 brokon by holidays and by withdrawals from
school, that many teachers feel, when they re-open their classes aftor the long
vezation, as if they were boginuing a new yoar. And why should uot the
yeir begin then for our common schools as well as for the Provincial Nor-
il School, and all our colleges .

Teachers and pupils alike would go thro’ more work and do it better if
wo had a school-year beginving about the last of August and ending the
first of July, with a very short vacation at Christmas  Wo hopo tiie Supet-
intendent of JZlueation will at an early day tako stops to have ouo long
school term anbstituted for .wo shourt ones. A you have ably shown, Mr.
Xditor, the country is ripo for the change.

Guysboro, 25th Sept., 1885.

A Coustry Teacuer.

REDUCING WORKING IIOURS.

By Louts I'. Posr.

It is a curious fact that the vulgar notiou that short hiours for labor must
deerease wages, prevails amoug men who are, ex-ofticio at least, statesmen ;
and is often assented to by peopls who profess suflicient knowledge of polit-
ical cconomy to teach it. At one time, ard not very long ago, it swayed the
masses of hire!l workingmeon and prejudiced them against short hour move-
ments ; but workingmen have learncd by experience that short howss for
work instead of decroasing wages increasos them, a truth which very wany
otliers have yet to learn. -

At firat blush it seoms contiadictory to say that workingmon got higher
wagos for short hours than for long hours,and the thoughtless may be
readil* deceived by the warning that thoy must not expect to get ten hours'
wages for eight hours’ work. Even mayors of citiesand governors of States
cannot be groatly blamed i they fail to grasp the paradox involved in the
doctrine that short hours and high wages, long hours and low wages, 30

resulls wonld follow. However, this view may bo looked upon as impracti-
ble just now ; but having the echoul yuar one lerm is not nupracticablo—it
# a living, practical issuo.

togother ; for they are usually too much concerned about vast commereinl or
landed intorests to givo moro than casual attontion to labur uostions from

*I tho standpoint of .the laborer.



