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Hugh pyt his hand affectionately through the doctor’s arm with one of

his boyish impulses as he said:

 Your unswerving kindneas to me “has given you the right to speak
plaioly ; thero can be no question of forgiveness, 1 feel sometimes that I
am on the wrong track ; but what would you have me dot"’

t Care s little about something besides your business; have a hobby.
What has become of all your enthusiasm and dreams of leading a useful
lifet Hangit! you had better get married, and make a home for your-
sclf.”

Hugh's face clouded over, and he said quietly :

I shall never marry. Women aro too shallow to lei me risk my hfe's
happiness with any one of them.”

“You know nothing about it,” retorted the doctor bluntly. * You had
batter throw all that nonsense overboard, and marry Miss Durant-—tbat is,
i ehe will have you "

“Thank you IfI warried, I should like my wife to marry me, not
my house and income.”

* You are wrong. Money had nothing to do with Matijsrie throwing
you over, any more than it would influence her choico now. She might
have lived a life of easo and idleness with somz of her people, but she was
too proud; and a girl who has made the plucky fizht sho has madess nutle
likely to put her pride in her pocket and say, * Thank you, kind sir,' to the
first man who asks her to marry him.  As a matier of fact, you wvould not
be the first, for only a little while ago young Hopwell, the brewer, wauted
to marry her, and he can show thousands to your hundreds. Not, of
course, that I have auy reason 1o believe she would have you if you asked
her; but if you still care for her, and I believs you do, you can but try,
and if you win her, I shall say you are a deuced lucky fellow 1"

 Youq have altered your tuae considerably.”

“Yes, I have. That girl has been ttied in the fire- <=2 fias come out
pure metal.”

Hugh shrugged his shoulders.
“ There is very litile pure metal knocking about without alloy,” he
aaid.

** Hang it, man ! you are not without alloy yoursclf. Secms to me a
man expects his wifo to bo perfect without thinking it at all incumbent on
him 1o aim at being aoything of the kind.”

Hugh laughed.

¢ Doctor’’ he said, ' I believe you are in love.”

——

CHAPTER V.

Io another week it would be Chrisumas, happiest time of all the year to
the happy, and most miserable time to the miterable.

Marjoric felt herself to belong to the last, as she satin a third class
carriage on her way back to Draybridge from a village where she had bzen
giving lessons. It was nearly five o'clock, and as she sat looking out uto
the darkness she felt both weary ard depressed. There could bz no gather-
ing together of her people.  Mother and sisters were scattered far and wide;
all that represented home to hernow was the hopse of a loyal friend.

Marjoric could not afford the cost of the railway journey into Devon-
shire where her mother was ; but Mrs. Durant had the other gisls ncar her,
aod so could betier do without Marjorie than Marjorie could do without
her, and the poor girl felt very much out in the cold this dreary winter
afternoon. Then she thought of Hugh, and in ths emply compartment the
girl's cheeks burot with sbame at her own folly and shallowness. The one
man'’s love was pure gold, Laurence Damer's a glittering sbam, which
crumbled at the touch of unmerited disgrace. Now it was too late, she
knew that she really loved Hugh, though her faocy had swerved for a
while, and she could almost feel grateful for the trouble which had saved
her from becoming the wife of Mr. Damer.  Of courso Hugh had quite got
over his love for her, his maoner proved it ; indeed, had she suspected
otherwise she would not have been so much at ease in Lis presence, for even
ifhe had wished it she could never marry him now. She had turoed her
back upon bim when he was poor, and was working night and day for her
sake ; she could not marnry kim now that he had won his footing. Then
she thoughbt of her loat home, where all had scemzd so safe, so secure;
when she had lived a carcless, bappy lifc, surrounded with love. Nothing
was Jeft but the memory.

* I wonder for how miny years I shall go on like this, teaching stupid
or spoilt children, no matter how sick or sad I may be; and when I am
old, younger and stronger pcople will push me from my place, and the end
~what will it be2”

As these unbappy thoughts passed through Marjorie’s mind, she became
aware of scme men in the next compartmeat who were evidently arguing
amorg themselves. It is generally supposcd that the lower orders of Dray-
bridge and ils ncighborhood use most terrible language, but as it is per-
fectly unintclligiblo to anyone but themselves no onc is' shocked. This
beiog the case, Maijoric’s attention would not have been attracted, bhut
that she heard the name Borthwick mentioned, followed by a string of
more or less intelligible curscs.

She started from her drcamy, listless attitudo and listencd. The panti- ENGBAWNGS Mm EHHUMUS]

tion between the two compartments was carried fo within a few inches of
the r00of, 100 high 10 sce over, but allowing anyone who listened intently to
hear portions of a conversation.
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As soon as the man who had stastled Marjoric cessed speaking, another Picture Frammg a specnalty ¢ ! ‘

voice took up the tale, and a third broke in at intervals.

Evidently threc men were in the compariment.  Preseatly they lowered
their voices, and scemed to be planning somcthing. Marjoric held her
breath for fear of losing the thread of what they were saying.
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