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-AN EVENTEUL CRISTMfAS.
I arn an aid Mu naw, and as I sit musiag by the fire the memory af a

former Christmuas eve cames back ta me. It was in Ibis ivise:
1 aiways had a taste for farming, and, secit-g in a ncwspaper an

advertisemcnt ai a farim for sale, not froin fauit ai the ground, but an
accouai ai the death ai its awner, I immediately madie arrangements for ils
purchase. 1 bati a tintte capital, eaougb ta buy the fanm and set it gaing.
There was quite a roomy bouse on the property, anti in this I anti a man-
servant lîveti.

The first three years hati passed away leaving me a much richer ruan
thon I started, anti on Christmuas ave I was sitting in frant af a biazing fire
watching my two great mnastiffs, Ajax and Cata, iazily snapping ai the sparks
tbat now and again spiuttcreti forth on the bearskin rug. My mon had gone
ta town 12 miles a'vay ta spend Christmas with his mother, anti 1 was ail
alane in tbe bouse, not quite abanet baugb, for were auyone la loy a finger
on me in anger those two buge bountis would make bim rue it.

A storna was rising, and already the wind whietleti dreariiy through the
trees. Sudtien!y Cato growled. Hark, somebody %was knocking ai the
front door. I starteti. Who couiti this be caming sa ]ate ai night ? Not
without some misgivings 1 openeti the door ant i n steppeti a man. Before
cither ai us coulti utter a ivord the dags rusheti ta me anti slood with
brisîiing hair snaniing ai the stranger. IlDown, Cala ! ]3ack Ajax ! " I
crieti, and turned ta apologize. The newcamer «t!ood wilh a loak ai
npicasant surprise on bis face. IlaYu keep soute fine dogs," bie rernarliet,
and iben conîinucd, I b ave came ta ask a night's sheiter, for fraru the look
ai the sky we shall have a regular blizzard before marning, and the tawn is
far from bere."

Now ta tke reader Ibis migbî sea an imprudent request, but, out in the
tbiniy scîbleti parts ai Canada, a man's bouse is a free boîci, anti anc neyer
thinks twice about asking for a nigbî's lodging. 21111, ail alone ini the bouse
andi being ai a limiti disposition, I tekt rather uneasy. Idoas ai tramps,
burgiars, etc., filleti my mind. A glance ai tbc muan reassuirei rue. He was
fully fift7 anti 8aal ai stature. His claîbes were seedy,,bul lie certainly
was no ordinary burly traimp. The masi peculiar bhing about bina was *bis
cyts. Coal black anti small, tbey seemeti ta search your very soul!; anc
couid flot tell a lic looking ibis man in the face, bis eyes comapelledti eb
truth, the whoie truib, andi notbing but the truth.

IICcrlainiy," I said, extending my band. "b our name ?" I a8ked.
"Henry Burnet," lie answereti. "Il eil, Mr. Burnet, I can anly affier you

a very indifférent meal and a dlean bcd, but if you will accept them, together
with a warm welcQme, 1 shall be deiigbted."

IIThank you," was the reply, IlI -will avait myseif ai your kiati
hospitality for to-night."

During tbc cvcning he tld me bis sbary. lb was tbc aId, aid tale, he
had hapeti ta make a fortune in a day, wiîh the samne almoat inevitabie
resuli-ruio. He was now tramping la, A-, a town 6o miles away,
in the hope af finding same eruploymtent.

At b-dtime, aiter sbowing bian inta bis bedroona, it struck mc tiai il.
ruight bc just as well ta secrte my valuabies. Sa, aiîhongh ai bbc bime
I bad not the siigbtest suspicion ai tbe muan, I baok my savings, some
$5,000 ini notes, oui ai bbc desk where 1 usuaily kept thena and depasiteti
thena in a sili, secret cupboard ihat I had muade under my bced. To inake
iî doubly saiethierc was alwaya a catpet on the floot, so that ta get ai the
ciaset the carpet liadt ba be raiseti ý QIIC carner. This donc I turned in.

I woke with a atari about îwa a'lc"k under tht impression that 1 bati
heard a door creak ; I listeneti, but no sounti came ta my strained cars, so
ciosing xny eyes I wa. soon back in the anus ai Morpheus.

Ia the marning when I went dowastairs everytbing was just as I icft it.
1 was bcginning ta cxamine the ale ta stec if i hati been- tarupered with
wbea my lodgces vaice sountict behinti me I "Mcry Christmas," be said,
and atided : IIMy tbanks are duc ta you for a very pleasant nigbt, 1 siept
likc a top toil about à quarter af an bour ago, wben 1 beard you taking your
mning tub. Beastiy weaîber, isa'b it." Indeeti it was; during the night
about two fcet of anow hati failen, wbich raja and sieci wec now fast
convering ia oslusb. III suppose, Mr. Buruet, you wiil bave no abjection
ta spending Choristmas witb rue?" I asked. "lOh no, thank you," hc
repiied. 11I really mnust not trespass on your bospitaiîy any langer.'
"IBut it is flot trespassiag,"l I persisted "it is doing me a personal favor,
I amn ail aionc bere, and I shoulti like ta bave sanie or-: ta îalk ta, on
Christmas especially."'

By tint ai ruucb persuasion, 1 prevaileti on tbc siraniger la stay anoite
nigbt.

The day passeti quickly as happy days di#, anti soon wc iound ourselvc
ligbling the lamps and preparing thc ta-tabie, for oui in tbc west a man oi
cooli, hausemaid anti prapriebar ail in ont. Later on la the evcning Bornce
proposeti a gaine ai cartis, fain cards we passed ta bricks, and indeati myl
cyes were apeneti at tbc way this man ruanipulateti the pasteboari8.
simpiy sat still andi stareti. Then lie led tbc canverealion by naturai stageS
ta gbosls anti spirit rapping "Do you knaw a rcaily gooti ghast story ?'
I queriti. Burncf*laugbcd. "Weil, I bardly know whab your-conceptioi
ai -a rcaily gooti stzry is, but, if yau ruea anc thai will makc you ec
creepy for the Test ai the night, I fancy ibis ana will suit." Forthwiîh hî
ýsbartcd, anti weii diti ha filfil bis viorti. For fully bal an bour I sa
entrancati. Burnat scemej ta îbrow bis wboia sont inta tht the slory. ý
chilly feeling came over me. His eyas s ecac tl grawv int bwa bAlis o
lira, anti as 1 gazati up>,n thosclurid nr -s ibaigitametias tbc entrance ta tbh
lowcr worid ail power ai volit: p.< frana my mind. I fedb like a niai

wbo, on the edge af a whirlpool, is drawn unwillingly by an irresistiblc
power to be sucked down iii the vortex. And sîjill those two strange baleful
eyes seemed ta burn into my very sont, a mtange humming noise buzaed
ini my cars, nmy brain leit numb, I saw nothing, ail consciousness left me.

Wheu I awoke I was still sitting in the chair, but only dead ashes iillcd
the grate, and in the east the scarlet-tinted sky heralded the advent or
the Aurora I feit tired and my head was aching. Gradually the events of
the previous evening came back ta me. IlBurnet," I cried, but the only
answer was a %Ybining noise in the roon 'where the mnasiffs usually slept.
I opened the door and the two dogs sprang out ta greet rue. My mind full
of misgivings I hastened upstairs ta Burnet's room, it wvas empty,-the bed
hid neyer been touchcdj next I entered my awn chamber.' Behold 1 the
carpet tarn up, the secret cupboard open and empty. It vrais a mystery, to
me at Ieast.

It was a greait loss, and it was bard ta think that the sr.vings af years
were gante never'ro return. But I neyer ubandoned *hope> ornehow I fel t
certain that 1 should meet this man again, and so it proved.

Two years afterwards in the great city af London I saw Henry Burnet.
He did not recognize me; I followed himt ta bis lodgings, and iren, afier
introducing myseif, I thrcatened lu band him avçr ta the police if' he did
not make good the theft and tender an explanation. Burnet started, but
quickly recovering he advanced. It seemed that the scene of long tige was
ta be actcd over again, for a kind af mental paralysis came aver me as I
saw flurnet ga'zing at ' me. Sîruggle as I wouid I could not speak., Then I
heard Burnet saying quietly, IIYou will let me go." I was dazed,;I could
not stop him; strange ta say, I did nat wish ta. He was gone.

1 hurried tu Scotland Yard and related my etory ta an inspecter. He
laughed. IlYou have been mesmerized," he,8aid. IlBut-how-the secret
ctp-," 1 stammered. Forthwith the detective launched forth inta a full
expianation af that mysterious power same men possess. !LVou sec," hc
said, IlBurnet probably knew that you bad some rnoney. The step yeu
heard the first night was the scaundrel corning back froru searching the saic
irona which you had wisely rcmoved ail valuabies. The following evening
be mesmerized.you and found out the wbereabouts af the notes, and then
after sbutting op the dogs hie decamped."

It was ail clear now, and 1 went down thase steps with a firmn
deterniination to keep otit af ]3urneî's way, which resaive bas prosperod
better ihan the rnajority af gaod resolutions do, far frorn that day ta this 1
heve neyer set eycs an Ihbc rascai.. ALOERNiMN CROF-rON.

A DANGEUüýROUS CIID.
Little Wiliie Ainsworth perched hinaseif on big Wiil ilartlcy's kace, and

praceeded deliberateiy ta his Belf-appointcd duty of making that gentleman
uncofrtrable ; although, ta do the youngster justice, lie hadn't the slightest
idea of what he was about.

"Mr. Hartly, do you know what my sister Neil says yau are?
~ Mr. H-affly's face told of both ign7orance and iatcrest. Truth Po tell,

Miss 14ellie Ainswarth's opinion was then ai cansiderable importance ta him.
Hia sinail companion scarcely waited bis negative, but went on.
',,She saý's you're a lazy spendthrift. What's that, hir. Hartly ?"
The gentleman's bandsome face flushed haîly ; and without answering

the child's question bce put bin bastili dawnanmd rose ta bis feet.
He wouid probably have left the bouse without waiting foi the lady

whom hie had called ta sec; but ai that moment she entered. He scarcely
touched -ber outsbrecced band; but, aiter a very dietant greeting, said-

"lMiss Ainsworth, will yau please tell me upon what prernises you base
,your conclusion that I an ' a lazy spendtbrift ?' "-

One giancc ait her litile brother's 1ell-talc face rivealed ta the young lady
the whole state ai the case.

Certaialy ih2 wa8 courageons, for ahe answered imrnediately.
I think yc'u are lazy, Mr. Hartly, because you are wcll and do notbing.

1 îhink you are a speadtbrift, becaus-'
Here abc besitated, and glanccd far mare cxpressively ihan shc was

Sawate over ta the litile alcove where, in their delicate btown wicker irame-
work, the raresi ai exatics danced in the pleasant breeze.

IlOh, I understand," said he, in a sart af proud bitterness, intcrpretDz
Iaright bath bier hesitation and hier gitnèe. IlPerbaps sorte day you wiil
fiad ibat you bave don- me injustice. Until tben 1 will bid you ggod-bye

AnDd witb ane ltle frigid exclamation, Mr. Hardly had gant.
Left ta herseif, Miss NeIlie Ainsworth, 'with mon humilating inconsisicy,

buhrst Inta tears.
"IThe idea," site murmured betweea ber Bobs, ofa my daring tu criticisl'

sWitt Hartly 1 And I dida't know anything about it cither-oniy %çha
5Aunt Nancy said ; and shte don't like biru, just because shte wants me Io
tmarry somebody cisc. I ought ta bc asharned ai myseIf.

Andi undar the influence of ibis lest ematian, Miss Ainsworth sat doD?
ta ber writing-tabie, and bastily dasheti off the fallowing little note

1I am soie that I have donc yoti injustice, and write ta beg yo=.
pardon. That speech was a lhasty one, andi was muade irn cansequencctd.,

1reports which I bad no business ta credit. Wiii you forgive mea? .1
eallow mea ta be bout Fricua,NLLEANVRf.

LShe floisbed ibis iîih a sigh af satisfaction, lbcn, aftcr folding aa3"
f dirciing it, lefi the rooru.
c A moment afler Wiliie Ainsworth cntcrcd, andi, iaaking at the evl
n lying sa innocentiy an the roscwaod dcsk, hc.said- evi~


