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The Archbishop of Dublin contributes to the June number
of the Contemporary Review s remarkable article regarding
the present position of the agrarian question in Ireland.
Dr. Walsh: lays before the public the true state of things
which surraunds the settlement of the difficulties botween
landlord and tenant with n force and Incidity and authority
which must make clear to the English people on which side
must rest the responsibility for the continvance, if it is to be
continued, of the wretched land war which these many years
has been waged betwoen landlord and tenant in Ireland.
His Grace reounts the efforts he made to effect peace in
the summer and autumn of 1887, in May, 1888, and now in
1889, and shiows hew, in nearly every instance, they were
rejected by the land-owners, while, on the other hand, they
were, with scarcely an exception, acceptable to, and desired
by, the supporters of the cause of the tenants. In season
and out of season for some time past His Grace has endea-
voured to bring about a conference between representatives
of the landlords and tenants who would meet together in a
spirit of mutual concession~for the purpose of discussing the
situation and of arriving at some fair and feasible method of
settling the Irish land question. The Archbishop has also
urged the setting up of a tribunal of arbitration for the scitle-
ment of digputes between landlords and tenants, surely a
praetical suggestion, and one which the Govermment would
gladly, it is believed, see both parties agree to.

The Avchbishop's proposals meet with general approval
from the Governmment journals, but the question is a practical
oue, and something more than an abstract acceptance of his
views is demanded if any practical good is to come of the
matter. The real point is whether or not the principle of
arbitration will be accepted by such land-owners as the Clan-
ricardes and Lansdownes. If not, if they spurn the ap-
proaches of the Archbishop towards effecting a basis of settle-
ment, then will the responsibility be upon them for the con-

and his prudent and statesmanlike words will not fuil of effect
upon the mind of the public ‘to exhaust whatever influence
I may happen to have with the teunnts of Ireland in en.
deavouring to induce them, in restraint of every feeling of
resentment, to maintain their present most praiseworthy
attitude of conciliation. 'I'hemore steadfastly they maintain
this attitude the more forcibly must it be brought home to
the honest public opinion of England, by tlie persistent
refusal of their oppressors to submit the enges in dispute to
the test of an impartial acbitration, that Irish tenants are
even now abandoned by English law as victhins to n system of
oppression which their oppressors themselves practically treat
as incapable of justification before an impartial tribunal, but
against which, unhappily, she law provides no remedy.”

The announcement of the presentation by Mr. Hugh
Graham, of Montreal, of a petition to the Government to
refer the Jesuits incorporation and indemnnity acts of the
Quebec Legislature to the HSupreme Court for an opinion as
to their legality, apperars to have been unwelcome intelligence
to the members of the Anti-Jesuit Convention which met last
week in this city. It was a political trick, they professed to-
think, or a device of the Jesuits. It is just possible they
were helped to this conclusion by the fact that Mr. Graham's
journal, the Star, has opposed the present agitation as unwise
and unpatriotic, and advocated instead the submission of ihe
constitutionality of the acts to the Courts, or some other
common Senge method of stopping all this nousensical anti-
Jesuit fun-fare.

Mr. Graham's proposrl was one, however, which at this
Inte date, unfortunaiely, conld not be acted upon. Had 1t
been submitted earlier, that is, before the Minister of Justico
made his report to the Privy Council, the public might have
been spared thus prolonged anti-Jesnit ngony. But the Jesuit
Bills are now law, and will be acted upon by the provincial
ministry as soon as the resources of the Province will admit
of the payment of the grants. As the Montreal Gazette has
pointed out, appeals for d'sallowance are useless; petitions
to the conrtg are too lute. The judgment of the Supreme
Court, if given now, would bo extra-judicial and non-efiective.
The Government had no doubt of the law and its duty inthe
matter, and therefore there was no cass to bring before the
Suprerme Court. As Sir John said at the Albany Club dinner
in this city n few days ago, appeals to the Goverumont, tothe
Supreme Court, or the Privy Council, arc foolish, becauso
they-must prove to be futile, for the reasos: that the only body
which is competent to reverse the Quebec Legisiature's legis-
lation is the Quebec Legislature. In Mr. Graham's case the
deposit of a $5000 chequo does not facilitate matters, since
the Government could'not take the money of a privite citizen
to pay the cost of & public service. Nor could it stultify it-
self and nullify the will of Parkiament by roversing the policy
it resolved on, and which has beco ratified by the Parlinment
and by the ablest legal authorities in the House of Commons.



