THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

DEOBMDER

THE VOLUNTEFR REVIEW
14 published EVERY MONDAY MORNING, at
OPTAWA, Dominlon of Canads, by GEORGE
MOS8, Proprictor,
TErMs—=TWO DOLLARS per annum, strictly
In ndvance.

TO CORRESPONDENTS:

All Communleations reganding the Militia or
Volunteer movement, or for the Editorlnl Dopart.
ment, should bo nddrossed to the Exditorof Tus
VOoLUNTEER REVIEW, Ottawa,

Communleations intonded for insertion should
bo written on one sldo of tho paper only.

Wo cannot utdertako to return rejected com-
munleations,  Correspondents must invariably
sond us, contidentiallv, thelr name and address,

All lettors must bo Post-pald, or they will not
be taken out of tho 1’08t Oflice.

Adiutan.s and Oflteers of Corps throughonut tho
f'rovinces ave particularly requested to fuvor us
rogularly with weekly Information concerningtho

movemoenta nnd dolngs of thotr rospeative Corps,
Jncluding tho fixtures for dritl, marching out, riilo
practice, &¢.

Woshall feel obliged tosuch to forward all in-
formatian of this kﬁ\d ns ourl')' as possible, o that
nay venoh us fit timo for publieation.

" CLUBSI CLUBS! CLUBS!
Por the purposo of oxtonding an advantago to

the NoN-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS and MeN of
the Forcr, wo havo declded to sond “THE

REVIEW"? to BATTALION and, COMPANY

CLUBS of TEN and UPWARDS at the mte of
$1.5) per annumn for cach copy.

Any NoX-COMMISSIONED OFFICER or PRIVATE
sending us 15 nnmes_at the nbove rate, will re-
celvo n copy of YTHE REVIEW" for one year,

freo of charge.
QTR VOLUNTEER REVIEW OFFICE,
Ottawn, August Ist, 1867, '§

OTTAWA SUBSCRIBERS TO
“«TIHE VOL'JNTEER REVIEW?”

Are respectfully Informed that arrangements
have Leon made with Mr. DAVID FULTON,
Nows Agent, 37 Ridean Streot—who 18 our sole
Agentfor the city—for tho delivery hereafter of
thelr copies of the REvVIEW, at their resldonces or
ofllces, fustead of through tho Post-oflee, as for-
merly. Itishoped this arrangement will fnsur®
tho regular dolivory of tho paper, and consoc-
quently do away with all complaints in that re-

Rpoct. GIZO, MOS8,
Ottawa, Nov. 18, 1867.

" WDOMINION " NEWS DEPOT!
MILES' OLD STAND, §7 RIDEAU STREET.
: OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

THE undoraigned, geelng the need for o News
Depot in Lower Town, for tho better convenl-
cnce of a part of tho reading po.o};]ﬂo of our city
during tho stormy winter season—have this dny‘
MUNDAY, 13th Nov,, oponed the ¢ DoMINioN®
Nrws Dervor, in Miles’ old stand, opposito Work-
man & Co., Rideau street, whero they will,
in co-operation with thelr Depot in Centre Town,
kecp on hand all the general Publlmnlons of tho
dny, and endeavor to satisfy tho roading public.
Thoy will furnish the following perledieals at the
enrliest conventenco :
Horal TUNL Y. Wookly Horald
. Y. Daily Hera N. Y. Weokly Herald,

Fms}onnl"llot. ' Irish American,
frish Citizer 110w, Irlsh Poople,
scottish Ame.jcan Journal, Musical Review, new,
Harper's Bazar, new,  Harper's Weokly,
Cnimnoy €orner, Literary _Album)
Frank Leslie’s Iustrated Nowsp'r, N, Y. Ledger,
N. Y. Weekly, Fireside Compmuor{inow
Ponand l’oncll',now, Police Gazette, Pollco News,
N. Y. Clipper, Bporting Times,
Wavoriey Magazine, _ Harper's Monthly,
Godey's Lady's Book, Frank Lesio’s Lady’s Mug.,
Madame Domorest’s Monthly Magazine,

Budget of Fun, and other Comtcal Papers,

,,  ENOR iy Hornd
Journa ~amily Horald,
%?vd?xﬁné’ now,’ Englishwoman's Magazine,
London I1fustrated Nows, and other Periodienls,
London Punch, and otheor Comlcal Papers,
b CA::AgL\.\;\:wI ocader,

Toronto Globe, 'oro 4 y
Afontreal Gazette, And our(’ity Papers,

STATIONERY ALWAYS ON IAND.
HOUSER & FULTON.
Ottawa, Nov.18, 1567,

L4 waiting” gamo ho was playing with a full

lfare cost the French monarchy the loss of

S
>, 15'

The Volunteer Rebich,

AND MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

e Unbrived, unbought, ourswords wo draw,
To guard tho Monaral, fonco the law.”

OTTAWA, MUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1807,

TH% DEFENCE OF CANADA.

In tho 12th number of Tue VoruNterz
Rinview, and dato of 25th March last, will be
found the first of u sorics of articles ontitled
¢ Notes an tho Dofencoof Canady,’ in whicly
that subjoct is dealt with in minute detail,
It is neither desirablo nor reasonablo to ox.
poct that a repotition of the various itoms
so thoroughly considored at that timo should
bo necessary under oxisting circumstances ;
but a definition of tha general principles on
which tho systom of defence best adapted
to tho geographical conliguration, physicel
condition and social policy of British North
America is founded, may bo requisito.

.Much has been written on this subjoct and
meny theories propounded, each of coursp
having its own peculiar featurves of adyun-
tago or assumed recommendations; but
if there is safoty in the multitude of coun.
sellors, tho difficulty is to seleet tho advico
least dangerous. Military science, like,all
other forms of exact knowledge, is unerring
in the principles laid down for our guidanco;
it jis tho application of those principles to
impossibilities of dotail that produces fuilure.

Tho most difficult problem of Military
Scienco is ‘*defensive warfare,” and the
groater tho area embraced—the greater tho
difficultics become. Modern Iistory fur.
nishes very fow instances of strictly defon.
sivo warfare. The firat in order of time s
the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland, in’
which forces many times numerically supe-
rior to tho invaders were shut up within the
walls of fortresses, to ba butcheied in dotail
liko sheep, the operations being simply * at-
tack,” ‘‘assault” and “massacre.” ‘This
was due to want of combination in the lead-
ors—want of knowledge and military science
and that trust in stono walls which is the
combined effort of ignorance and distrust.

A century later, in 1756, Frederick tho
Great of Prussia, began what is termed a
defensive war in Silesia, but it was rather a

knowledgo of his antagonists, against whom
he suddenly assumed the offensive to their
cost. At tho same poriod a defonsive war

Canada, because the command of tho sea
had been lost.

In 1812-15 the same country was dcfcngleh
by tho Fronch Canadians and British Colon-
iste against tho whole forco of the United

States, an cvent furnishing one of the most a

brilliant pages in the military annals of
Great Britain.  Tho ca“so of failurb in tho
first and success in tho sccond instanco is to
bo found in tho fact that ready access to tho
soabosrd furnished an auxilliary line of at-
tack and defenco to a frontior thon promis-
ing us no interior line of support or supply.

Tho geographical position of British North
Amorica rondors it capable of boing dofend.
ed at o comparatively ‘trifling cost. Opon
on tho castward to tho soaboard—its frontior
covered, in & groat moasuro, by navigable
rivers and 'lakes—in closo proximity on its
southorn and westora boardors to tho only
power in tho world capablo of waging war
with its pooplo, while tho wostorn prolonga.
tion ofits coast lino sffords opportunities and
vantage ground to its dofonders, which,
taken into account' with naval demonstrn
tions and suporiority on tho seaboard, would
paralizo aggression—it would be difficult to

- find a country moro favorably circumstanced

or less casily assailed.

Tho physical configuration of tho country
is singularly sdapted to render its dofence
an oasily accomplished matter; whorever its
fronticr is r:0t coverod by tho largo lakos or
rivors it is generally inadmissable to tho
movements.of troops en masse, and its large
riversinthointorior run parallel with its coast
line, so as to-form a second line of defence
or ling of supply, .

With tho corimand of the Jeabonrd tho
wholo coast frontior line continuous with tho
Uhited States; affords but three points on
which an invading force could by any possi-
bility bo thrown. First, by tho valloy of Lake
Champlain, which has boen appropriatoly
called the Gato of Canada.  Sccundly, across
tho Niagara frontior botweon the ™lls and
the mouth of thatriver. Thirdly, by .way of
Lako Huron at or about Penetanguishine.

‘The success of an invasion by tho whole
or any of theso linas presuppgses the loss of
naval supromacy, in which ¢ase tho first and
second lines of attack would hayo the best
chance of succezding and be the most difb-
cult to meot.

The social condition of “these Provinces
domand! attontion; owing té thé High prico
of human labor the maintonance of s stand
ing army is altogother impossiblo, thotefore
tho system of defence must bo wpheld by
the Militia. A lovy en masse would give bo-
tween five and six hundred thousand men
capable of boaring arms, and it would not be
impossible to maintdin at least 200,000 in the
field for the summor months, the only period

'in which the weather will pormit-operations

to be carried on.

As tho defence of the Maritinie Provincos
must be whoily by sea, boing ina great mea-
suro inaccessible by land, it will hardly bo
necessary to take them into account; but
Canada from its moro exposed frontier will
requiro closei attontion. :

The system then which the physical and
artificial advantages of the country poiut out
and its dofenco should conSist of n series
of parallel linos commencing on the Niagara



