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VOLUNTEER ORGANISATION'IN
CANADA.

We transfer, with much pleasure, te our
columns the following article from the 1l-
unleer News on the Volunteer organisation
in Canads, that our Canadian readers may
see what our English contemparies think of
the efficiency of our military system, as ad-
ministered by Colonel Robertson-Ross, the
abloand efficient Adjutant General of the
force:

The report of Colonel P. Robertson-Ross,
Adjutant General of Militia in Canada, to
the Minister of Militia and Defence, on the
measures taken for the assembling of the
Volunteers of the Dominion to moet the
-threatened disturbances ot the past spring,
is & most important document at tho pres-
ent time, as bearing upon the much agitated
question of national dofence. Wo aro at
this moment surrounded by events bonring
upon tho subjest; and whether we accopt
those of Canada or those of Prussia, they
all seem to point to ono conclusion, and
thatisin favor of an organisation of the |
entire population capable of bearing arms
for their training for the national defeuce.’
The experience of tho present summer |
proves the combined readiness and efficien-
‘cy of the system, whether opposed to hosts
of ‘1awless maurauders or brought into op-
porition with the most perfectly disciplined
‘armies of professional soldiers isdlated en-
tirely by their training from all civil pur-
sdits.

The report of Colonel Robertson-Ross is
dated June 6, only a few days after tho ludi
croits collapse of tho Fenian campaign on
the Canadian frontier. It Qetails the mea.- |
sures taken on the alarm being given of an
oxpected raid, and of the amazing celerity
with which strong forces of Volunteors
were concontratod on the points of danger.
Colonol Robartson Ross twas requested by
the Government of Canada early 1n April of
the present year to devise measures against
the anticipated invasion, and he racom-
mended that certain battalions, along with
one or two troops of Volunteer cavalry resi-
dent on the frontier districts should bo call-
ed-out for active service, and placed upon
frontier duty; and that, in the ovent of the
rogular troops being ordered to the front
from Montreal, the Volunteers there should,
be held in réadiness to turn out for garrison
duty, or what other gervice might bo roquit
ed. 04 the 11th April it was considered’
'nepossary to increage the force at first deci
dedon. To this call the Volunteers ra- I
sponded with such promptitude and alacrity

that, within forty-eight hours of the receipt
ot tho order, many were assembled at, aud
all wore on the way to, tho rendezvous. In
cluding a small number already on the St.
Clair frontier, the force thus speedily won-
centratéd amounted to 6000 men, who, un-
dor Goneral Lindsay, improved daily in drill
and discipline. O the 21st of April it was
not considered necessary to rotain the wholo
forco in the field. and a number of them
were orderad home, and on the 25th of the
same month the remainder of them wore
withdrawn, the gunboats * Rescue™ and
‘ Princo Alfred” "being kept on the river
frontier stations.

The Fenian “scare’ was for the 1oment
husbked, and the Adjataut-Geuoral Lud time ¢
to undertake another very importaut pieco
of defensive organisation, which equally
proves the adaptatulity and pliebidity of the 4
Volunteer military system "as it oxists in
Canada to mect emergencies.  The Govern- )
ment considered 1t advisable to raise and
despatch to the North west a iorce to act
with a portion of the regular truops in sup.
port of law and order there. Un the 16uh,
April an Order in Councd was signed, au-,
thorising the formation and full equip-
ment of two battalions of 375 officers and .
men each, to Le selocted from the existing |
battalions. The enlistment and formation,
commenced on the Istof May, aud by the,
beginning of Juno the whole furce, with
completo outfit, stall) and vrganisation, were,
ready for service, and actually on the way
to tho distant Provinco of Munitoba. ;

This interlude in tho events which occur-
red only scems to have kept the hands of
the Adjutant General in gentle use, for,
thereo appears to hare becn noithu:}mch.
nor hurry in the arrangements, everytlung ,
having progressed with easy facihity. “Abuut

commaunding tho road, attacked two com-
pantes of Volunteers and rogulars, and wero

‘at the first fire upon the Voluntaor skir-

mishers, who were oxtended to opposo
thictn, diiven helter skelter from the shelter
to strong entronchments in their roar, frum
which they wore again driven in ridiculous
rout. The whole proceedmng occupied only
twenty-five minutes. In these affuirs the
Teniau loss was heavy for the time they
were engaged, being estimated at Eccle's
Ifill at four or five killed and sixteen to
eighteen wounded ; while at Huntingdon,
the traces of blood in the entrenchments
showed that execution had been done, but
the number of killed and wounded was not
ascertained. The Volunteers weore un-
scaithed, savo one man who had received a
slight flesh wound on tho left temple. ‘Thus,
in three days, o force of  over 13,000 civilian
soldiers were collected to meet an invasion,
anud the luvaders driven back inirretrievable
rout. By the 3rd of June, or only nine days
iu all, the Volunteers had destroyed all fear
of danger. aud returped to their homes.
Colouel Robertson-Russ praises in high
terms tlo conduct ot the Volvnteers, and
the unaninity that prevailed among them
whetlier of French ur British descent; and,
at the sameo time, recognises tho offer of
tuvice received from Canadians residing in
the Uuited States. The accoutrements,

; Artas, and wainuaition was of excellent des-

cription, in inust wases, whick tho Fenians
left on the ficlkd.

As we have alresdy said, contemporary
history has recorded the above events; but
wo find in the report of the officers engaged
in theso upuialions, wud given in an appen
dix, details of rather an astonishing and
suggestivo caructor that weo are not sure
are 50 well kuown, wnd which we think fully

the middle of May these dreadful Fenians . Justifies the remurks wuich were mado by

again began toexcite fenss, and on the 24th,
of May their preseuce was known at seieral ,
poinis, and a call was again at once mado,
on the Volunteors to turn out in the dis-,
tricts threatened. This call was as expedisy
tiously responded to as the provious one,
and, by the 27th, 13,540 officers and men
waro at their respective posts ready for any
emergency. History has already recorded
how, on the 25th May, at Eccle’s Hill on the,
Missisiquoi frontior, 40 Volunteors and 37,
Homo Guards, simply armed farmers, under |
Lioutenant-Colonel Chamburlin, M, P.—a
patriotic printer—drove somo 300 and 40D
‘Fedlidns, provided with a breech loading,
field gun, in desperate rout across the Cana- .
dian- frontier ; and_how, on the 27th, at,
Holbrook's on the Huntingdon frontier, the
same patriotic_bandits, to about the same,
number as at Eccle's Hill, drawn up in a field

.

General Lindsay in his address to the Vol
unteers, and the exasperated feeling which
we know provails among Canadians towards
the United States Government or its offi
cials.

Colunel Chamberlin, in his report, nar-
rates the following, which Deputy Assistang
Adjutant General u. Smith designates as
** the very singulac circumstances preceding
the attack: "—*‘General Fostor, tho U.S.
Marshal,” says Col. Chamberlin, *waited
upon me to offer assurances that his Gov.
ernment and hitself personally wero doing
all that was possible to prevent a raid,” &c.
Strange to say, however, this United States
Goneral acted as the envoy of those marau.
ders it was bis duty to seo dispersed ; for ha
centinued to say ‘‘ that he was also charged
with a message from the personin command of
the Feman foree an front. o say those under
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