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— Ehe _I{amily. N

STRENGTH FOR TODAY,
Sirenart for to-day s all that we need,

An there never witl be & ti-morrow §
Fot to-matraw will prove bt anothet to day,
With fts metsure of joy and sorzow,

—

Then why forccast the 1rials of life
With much sal) and grave persisiene,

And wal ard warch for a crowd of N3
That as yet have no existunce?

Steenpth for 1o day | what & precious boon
For eainet twks who lahawr,

For the willing lands that miniser
To the needy filend ot nefghbour

Strength [ 1 to Jay, that the waary hearta
1a the battle for cdght may quail not,

And the oy o bedimmed Uy Litter tears
o thels search foe light may fail not,

Stzenpth for 10-day, on the down-hill gk
For the iravellers near the valley,

That up, far up on the other side,
Fre long they may safely rally,

strepgth for 10 day, that our precicus youth
May happly shun temptation,

Andd bulld from the 1l-¢ 10 Ul ¢ st of 1ke sun,
On a strong and sure foundatlon,

Strcngth fer Lo-day, 10 house ard home
To pracifee fbearance sueetly

To scatter hind words and Jorirg deeds
Sull ieastieg n God completely.

Strenpth for to day is all that we peed,
As there never will be a to-morrow ;
Fot to morrow wall prove bt another to day,
With its measute of joy and sorrow
—atren Trannurip.

_—— sl
THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THINGS.

“Jr we only had a few less cuntains and a few
more comlons,” was the half jocose, half carnest
complaint of a young husband who had entrusted
to a young wife the modest sum he had lald aside
for fuiniehing a house, anc which she had expend-
ed for that purpose. She had a taste for charm-
ing things, and their home was indeed beautiful to
lock upon , but the working experience of every-
day life had soon shown many essentials of com.
fort to be sadly lacking. There was a dearth of
conveniences far the kitchen; a dearth of good
senyible everyday towelling and bed linen an
blankets, ‘There were one or two very fine table
cloths with napkins to match, intended to be used
only on special occasions, while there were not
enough of the plainer kinds to keep the every day
table fiesh and attractive, There were lace
curtaing . all over the house, but not enough bed
comforters to (urnish the beds for winter. There
was & besutiful set of decorated china for com.
pany use, but & marked deficiency in the number
and quality of dishes suitable and intended for
every-day use. The young wife, st that stage of

her expcrience, had not learned . the relative im-.

portance of things. - . )
“Why not use the decorated china snd' the
fioe table cloths every day #' quenies some pros-
ctive young housekeeper who has a’bigh and
ﬁmtiful tdeal of what the home table should be,
and who has not yetlearncd by experience what It
conts in vitaliy and energy to maintain this jdeal.
This also is merely a question of ‘the relative im-
portance of thinge. 1f the housekeeper be 30
silvated that she can command-time 10 take care
of ber china herself, or such competent service as
will secure its being* well taken care of by others
8o that her mind and temper will not be in & con-
stant strain and sexation about it, the decorated
china for ever-day use is all tight and very enjoy-
able. But in the large majotity of homes, especial:
2 after little children come, the every-day care of
nc chinais atemptation and asnare. 1t ja pitiab'e
1o think of-the amcunt of-real mental suffering
endured by many a young mother and bouse-
keeper over the aprilation of her beautiful table
furniture by the careless, unskilled handling of
otdinary housebiold help. There is, however, so
much teal suffering to be endured inlifc that can-
not possibly be avoided that {t {s surely thy part of
wisdom to abate, as far aelies in one's power,
ovety abatable cause of pain and annoyance,
Peace of mind, relief from petty care, fieedom
from irtiating. circumsiances, arc of far more im-
portance to the young wifc and mother than all
the decorated chipa.in the world, Put it away,
weary housckecper and mother—what i3 left of {l
—in the china closet ; get a good substantial setof
white stone ware that will only need to be kept
well washed to 'make your table inviting and which
it will not break your heartto have broken. You
will be surpnised and delighted to £nd what & re-
lief you will experience, and with what equanimity
you ¢an benceforth hear the ominous clatterings
and crashes from the kitchen sink. Do this while
your‘children are small. \When *your baby girls
grow up to be ycung women ' let them get out and
use and tske care of ihe: decorated ching 1 they
choose. You canenjoy 1t then without the pre-
sent> drawbacks. You .need -your time, strength,
paticnce and vitality for other things just now.
To reduce the amount of ¢are and the fnction of
the machinery of home life is the one constant
roblem of the housekeeper and homekeeper. It
s the sphinx’ nddle propounded to every young
raother. The sphinx destroyed all who could not
solve her riddles. So, 100, the young mothet who
cannol solve the riddle of the relative importance
of the innumerable demands pressed upon her time
and attention is in danger of belng destroyed
mentally and. physically. Everything cannot be
dons ; everything cannot be cared for. . it requires
discretion and common sense.of such a higher
order that it may well bo called wisdom, to rightl
proportion one's time and care among the unend.
ing, perplexing demanda of home life. - One thing,
however, is certain: the higher should never be
sacrificed to the lower. Isit a question between
an claborste’ meal, .with a wearied, overtaxed,
nervous woman -presiding over it, or a simple
meal, with a fresh, unworn, cheerful mistress be-
hind the teatvay—who would hesitate as to the
aaswer?  Isit a Question between a few elaborate
deesses and embroidered petticoats-for the new
baby or a great abundance of little alips and pin-
niog blankets, simpiy, cheap and easily laundried
—what sensible young mother ought to hesitate?
laita question between taking excellent and con:
stant care of:two or three little ones- and - the
proper care of a great window full of house-plants
—by all means let the house.plants go, or save
osly one or iwo whose care will not materialiy
increase the aggregate amount of care, .
A constant and wise discretion must be exercis’
ed by the house-mother in deciding’as to the

relstive lnportance of the dlfferent Mnds of work
to be Jone [u.tho home, ‘The'great danger of
American young mothers is nerves, and physic
clane tell ugthat disordered nerves are the result
of overwotk and anxiety, or of too grest mental
tenvion In one direction. It Is not well fur A
mothes to have the too-unceaming care of her chil.
dien; change and relaaation are needed even
from this labour of love, The mothers who suiler
most fram weaniness in the care of children are
thote wha board, and whao are therefore comumtr
confined with' their ¢hlldren, Mother and <hil:
dren act and reqact ugon one another, physically
and inentally, till both are nervous and inpatient
limplf for Yach of change of suiroundings and an
occasional new atmosphere, Auy chserver of
children hnows that thelcast troublesome children
pre thoso where the mother, dividing her care for
them with other houschold cares, often leaves
them to themselves 1o aeek thelr nwn amutement.
But while doing this the mother must not overtax
ber strength In other work, She must temember
that It is of the ficst fsportance that she keep ber-
sell in yood physical condition, No temptatation
10 " overdo” in the direction of entertaining com-
pany, giving elaborato teas or dinnere, o1 cven can-
mng and preserving fruit or getting the spring or
fall sewing dene, should bs allowed to averceme
bcrﬁudgmcm as to the relative importance of such
work, Her fiest duty 1s, as far as porsible, 1o be a
cheerful, healthy, happy, patient and loving
mother, and all wosk that tends to Frc\renl her
from (ulilling cthis duty iv comparatively unim-
portant and had better be left undone,~JNrs J/.
K. Starreit, in The Intertor.

TROUBLESOME PLEOILE.

Turworld onesanimmeasurabledebt of gratitude
to tioublesome peaple, They are the srue authors
of all progress,  Those amiable creatures who give
1o trouble 1o anybody are simply good for nothing.
They et 1hings 3o on as they are; and even if the
see Lhere §s something amiss, they make up thelr
miinds to bear It for the sake of peace and quiet-
ness,  Such a spint of contentment [s an enormous
evil, While it prevails, no mischief can be rem-
cdied and no improvement will be made. There
ml{be & grumblo now and then, but that fs all,
Things will keep at the old jog trot, or, as s much
more likely, will go from bad to worac, when one
has to do with such aweet and simple sculs, What
A blessing it is that nature produces some men of
quite & different stamp, 1t is of not the shightest
use to tell them 1o be quiet, Quiet they cannot be.
It is not in them, They munt be makinga stir
about everything they see going wrong; and as to
silencing them, the way to do it has not yet been
found out, Genluses of this kind .are the dread
and horror of all the easygoing crew, who do not
like to be disturbed, Their lazy enjoyment is
utterly ruined when such reformers ‘come acroess
their path, In vain ‘they plead to be let alone.
Their tormentozs have no mercy, and compe! them
toarise and set things in better order.”” None hate
more cordially the whole race of such zealots than
those who do not care to have -their doings looked
too closely into.  Men who profit by injustice, all
who thrive by m:'ns of jobbery, every smooth and
amug dissembler® who shows a very “respectable
face to the world, but does things on'the sly which
he does not want to_be known, the whole genera.
tioa of Pharisces, Tactufics, and Pcchnnf:; oin-
not find worda strong enough to exprees their con<
tempt and abhorrence for those meddlesome busy.
bodies who will not let things test, who are always
giving trouble and turning the world upside down.
" There are many ways in which people feel the
grievance. [t is related of a Professor of Chem.
istry in Scotland that he went on delivering his old
leclurea long after Sir Humphry Davy's discoveries
had- revolutionized: the ascience, His:bollu;ueo
werercompelled at last to remonstrate with him, as
the matter was becoming a public scandal. The
old fellow, however, contented bitnself with say.
ing, at the close 'of his musty expositions, that
thete views had been lately controverted by one
Davy, ¥ & very troublesome person in chemistry.”
Sturdy old John Knox. was a most exceedingly
troublesome person to the priests and lordlings that
hung about Holyrood, A certain prince in Ger.
many checked his lopgue on seeing a gardener at
work, and remarked (n & tow vnice to his compan-
fonz, * I cannot swear with any comlort whenever
that man issbout.” Ahab looked on Elijah asthe
troubler of Israel, and Paul was so regarded at
Philippi. *We need not enumerate any more ex.’
amplce, as every one of our readere will be able to
recall a good  many for himself, ' Perhaps a few
who read these lines will pluck up courage enough
to play a like part, We suffer loss from an over.
abundance of conientment, from 100 great alove of,
peace, [rom & disposition to look only at the bright
side of things, from an amiable tcn!ency to Aatter’
all ‘our friends, and especially ourselves. Some
people see a church crowded to the doorand ug to
the ceiling if thers beia-few dozen scattered hero
and there through the pews, Some speakers cone
gratulate congregations on having done: most ad-
mirably when the balance is yet on the wrong side
of the account by the treasucer's showing. Pet:
haps these things cannot, be helped; but ye1, on
the other hand, they may be acquiesced in too
easily. The troublesome men' we want are the
men who will spate no trouble to put things right ;
not talkers, but doers ; not grumblers, but relorm.
ers ; not sour in spirit, but zealous in spitit; men
who do not bang back but who push on; men of
stout heart and ready hand, as.well as quick eye,
Such men often get” hard blows, but'they db not
mind them. ' They do not always get much thanks
even from those whose Interests they are advanc.
{ng ; but this does oot discoursge them, - They ate
men with a mission, and;they busy themselves
with it in right good earnest, e could name one
or iwo who are by no means strangers among our.
selves, but we forbear, If their number were largety
multiplied, it would be & good thing for us. ‘We
should be followers of John Wesley's shrewd ad.
vice: ** Avit—all at lt—always at it,* While there
is work to be done, suffering to be soothed, sin’to
ba' reached, daskness to be dispelled, this life of
ours ought not to ceage to be one in which we, as
it were, set ourselves to ‘* trouble the waters,that
thereafter the hour 1nay coms of healiog.— Prezéy-
terian Massenger,

THE LIQUOR-SELLER IN POLITICS,

THEODORE ROOSEVELT contnibutes an arucle to
the November Cestury on ** Machine Politics In
New Yotk City,” from which we quote the follow.
ing: '“ The strength of our political organizations
artves from their development as social bodies ;
many: o1 tho hardest workers io their ranks are
poither officeholders nor yet paid-henchman, bat
mcnl{- members who have gradually, leamed to
identify their fortunes with,the party, whose hall
they have come. 10 regard as the headquarters in,

.| over the pasture or.across the sands?’

which to spend the most ageeeable of their leisure
moments. Under the Amernican system Wt is [m.
possible for a mman 10 acomplish anything by bim.
sclf ; he must associate himself with others, and
they must theow thelr welght together. This i
Just what the social functions of the political clubs
caable theie members 10 do.  The great and rich
socicty clubs are composed of men who are not
apt to take much Interest in politice anyhow, and
who never act as & body. The immenso effect
produced by a social erpanization for political pur.

osce {8 shown by the career of the Union l.eague

lub ; and equally siriking proof can bo scen by
every man who attends a ward mcctinF. Theto is
thus, however much.to be regretied it may be,a
constant tendency towatds the concentration of
political power in the hande of thote men who by
taste and cducation are fitted to enjoy the soclal
side of the various political organizations.

"1t is this that gives the liquor-sellera their
enonwous inflyence In golitics. Preparatory to the
general election of 1384 there wero held {n the
varicus districts of New York ten huadred and
seven pumatles and political conventions of all
partics, and of these no less than six hundred and
thirty.threo took place in hquor-salocns,—a show.
ing that leaves small ground for wonder at the low
average grade of the hominecs. The 1cason for
such a condition of things Is perfectly evident ; it
is because the liquor.ssloons are places of social
resort for tho same men who (utn the local poline
cal orgauizations into social clubs.  Bar-lenders
form peshaps the neatest approach to a leisure
class that we have atpresent on thisside of the
water. They naturally are on semi-Intimate terms
with all who frequent their houses, Thereis no
flace where more gossip s talked than in Yar.
rooms, and much of this gossip is about ﬁolnlcs.—
thst i3, the politics of the ward, not of the nation.
The tanfl and the silver question may be alluded
to, but tho real intcrest comes in discussing the
doings of the men with whom they are personatly
acquainted : why Lilly so-and-so, the Alderman,
hay quarreled with his former chief supporter;
whether *old man N'has rcally managed to fix
the delegates to a given convention ; the reason
why one faction bolted at the last primary ; and if
it {s truo that & great downtown boss who has an
intimate friend of opposite political faith running
in an up-town disteict- has forced the manigees of
his own party to, put.up a man of straw against
bim, The bar-keeper i3 a. man of much local
Eower.'lnd fs, of course, hafl-fetiow.well-met witly

is visitors, as* he and'they can be of mutual as.
sistanco to one another. Even if of different
politics, their feelings towards each other are in.
fluenced by Tenonul considetations purely L;nd,
indeed, this is true of most of the smaller bosses
a3 regards their dealings among themselvés, for,
asoneof them once remarked to me with enigmatic
truthfuloesa; *1here’are no politlcs in politics’ of
the lower sort—which, belng interpreted,. means
that & professional politician is much {ess apt 10 be
swayed by the fact of a-man's being & Democrat
or a Republican than he is by his being a personal
friend or foe, The liquor-saloons 1hus become the
social headquarters of the little knots or'cliques of
men  who take most Interest in “local political
affalrs 3 and by an easy transition they become the

litleal headquarters when the time for Pup.w :

or the elections arrives; and, of course, the g
will of the owners of the places js thereby pro-
pliated,—an {mportant ;;olnt with 'men strivieg to
control every vote possible.” '

HIDING IN THE ROCK.

© 4 CRAIQIX, have you seen little Jean to-day "
asked. Davy, Cralgio was an old asilor, aud a
lunnZ! looking man. '

'H Have yon seen little Jean ?' Davy repeated

4 Yes,"” sald Craigie. '

. "“'Please where?" )

41 had just run my boat into the cove there
where | saw little Jean comlnz along the sands, I
thought it was rather risky, knowing the tide
would soon turn; but I thought of the *staire’
yonder, and concluded it would be all right.” -

*The stairs " involuntarily exclaimed Davy.

The *'stairs” were constructed in the side of
the cliff, pantly of wood, but.in places the sscent
was helped by the outline of the rock. It was at
the worst part of the beach, though, that one took
the **setairs,” fnto which the waves came foaming
and rushing hke wild animals all let looss at once.
Davy ran’with all his might for the * stalrs," and
looked down, Did he seo her? ) K

Where was little Jean this rough October day?

Little Jean had been in the red school-house at
the corner of the roads that afternoon,.

* And shall 1tle.the strings of my little Jean's
hat?' said the school-mistress; *and shall ] pin
your shawl, dearie 7. It is time now to go."”

' 1f you please, teacher.” -

“And which way will you go home to-night—

?n

" Across the sands. it is muchthe shorter way."
* But won't the tide turn 2 ' _‘
#0, I'think not. I can run quick to ‘the
*stairs.! Mother is sick, and neede me to help Davy.”
.""You. help.-Davy? You are asmart girl. cht
me give you & kise, dear.”
Luttle fun followed the path winding through »
ravine down to the sea and trotted along the sand.
% How high the. rocks are!" she uid‘ walching
the sea-birds fying about the chiffl “ And the
sea~how ugly it is 1" ' . :
" But what makes the little figure In the red shaw!
hurry faster. aloug the aacrow sands bitween . the
sea and the chiffs. ) . :
, 1 believe the .tide has turned? She looked
atxiously out to sea. . ) L
" She saw the water frothing about Wreckers'
Ledge, and well ,understood what the “aign meant.
The tide had turned ‘and was angrily foaming
about the firsy obstacle,. * = S
‘"Now, little one hurry | hurry | hurry ! The tide
is coming 1 .
“Where are the *stalgs "~
Little Jean . looked, and saw their well wornline
mounting the chfl. "Ll ahe could only reach them?
The water rolled within six feet of her—four
feer, three leet.  Quck, quick little onel
It seemed an if the waters kocw that a little glrl
was ot the sands, and strove hard to overtake her,
Two feet} One foot! And now as she stood on
tho - lowest step of the .‘‘siairs,’.one bold wave
washed tho frnges of her red shawl. She mounted
the. second, the-third also; but. tlie waves were
preulnﬁ bard. after her. A huge billow came
wrathful aod rushing, [t almost’ touched her.
There was & broad shelf of rock above her, and
there the cliff receded, making a sheltecing hol.
low. Could "she’ reach it ?° She would try. Up,
up, up she ¢limbed and gained the place of safety.
bro wave would reach ber there.:She threw herself
down on the large siep, and crept into the holiow
safe, safo at last. , She would rest awhile, she said.

And [n tho cara of the tlred child the nolse of the
tea hecame & monotonous music, hushing her to
drowaginess, then to sleep,

She fancled that an angel cane to her.

Then the angel seemed (o change and on 1o his
locks went a sallor’s cap.  [fe seemed 10 lose his
wings, and put on a (sherman's rough {sckct.
Then he spoke with Davy's volce, and called to
her, ** Little Jean{ Little Jeant Darling, what
aro you doing here P

0, Davy, Isthlsyou? Only hiding; only hid.
ing In the rock."

hen this good human angel taok her in his
arms, and carsied her up the stairy, actoss the
pasture, and so home.

** My litsle girl had a narcow cscape [ wouldn't
go actuss the sands agaln,” said the niother,
mokingrlean'a solt haiz,

“1lut T wanted to help you the sooner. [ won't
g0 agaln. 1 am sorry to worry you, mother,"”

“And Davy eald that you were hiding In the
rock, dear, ‘The Saviour {s tha rock, dear. Tho
Saviour Is the precinus refuge to [lis children—a
Rock of Safety, Don’t forgetn,
Him,  Always be found hiding in the Rock.”

Linle lean did not forget it. Through life and
when death's dark wave camo rollitg towards her,
shewas found hiding, hiding In ths Roc',=~Selected,

e et

THE REWARD O HONISTY.
GRRIARDT was a German shepherd boy, and

ug poor.
ne day while he was watching his ftock, which
was (eeding in a valley on the borders of the
forest, & hunter camo out of the woods and asked -

“ How far is {tto the nearest village ?*

. " Slx miles, sir,” replicd the boy, ''but tho road
is only a sheep track and very casy missed.”

The hunter looked at the crooked track and
eaid : ' My lad, [am hungry, lired and thirsy,
[ have lost my companions and missed the \u{.
Leave your sheep and show ma the coad ; I wiil
pay Irou well for ft.”

* { can't leave my sheep, air,” replied Gerharde,
“ They would stray Into'the forest and bo eaten by
tho wolves or stolen by robbers.”

" \Vell, what of that 7" asked the hunter, * They
are not your sheep. The loss of one ar more
wouldn't be much to your master, and I'll give
you more than you can earn in'a whole year.”

Y | cannot 'go, sir,” said Gerhardi, very frmly.
5 My master pays me (or my time, and he trus(s
me with his sheep. If [ were to sell my time,
which does not belong to me, and the sheep would
get Jost, it would be tho same as If I stole them.”

S Well, ‘said the hunter, ¥ will you trust your
sheep with me while you go to the village and get
some food and drink, and a gulde? I'will take
care of them for you." ’

The boy shook his bead
he, do not know you voice, and=—"" Gerhardt
lloPped speaking,

*'And what? "Can't you trust me? Dol look
like 1 dishonest man?"’ asked the hunter angrily.

Y Sir,” sald the boy, " you tried to make me

false to my trust, and wanted me to break mr
word ‘to the master, "How do I koow you will
keep your word tome '
The bunter laughed, and sald : 1 see, my lad,
that ;you 'are a good, faithful boy: I will not
forzet: you.’” Show m¢ the road,and I will tryto
find the village myesll* ) !

Gerhardt now offeted the contents of his grip to

'| the hungry man, who, coarse as the food was, ate

it gladly. Presently his attendant came up, and

Always trust”

* The sheep,” said:

then QGethatdt, to his surprize, found 1hat the

hunter’ was the Grand Dueke, who owned all'the
country round. '
The Duke was 30 pleased with the boy's honesty,
that he sent (ar-him shortly after and had. him
educated, | In after years, Gerhardt became a
very tich and {nfluentiaf ‘man, but he remained
honest and true 1o his dylng hour.—Ex, -

JUST ONE.

| <Jusr one man breaking the oil with his pick-

aze, As ho struck he followed & rope that had
been stretched up the strect. Apparently his
blows were very insignificant, only scoring the
earth., As we looked though along the liule
groaves he had been cutting, we saw farin his rear
a force of workmen who were busily digging down
into the earth, This one man was the very lin.
portant pioneer of aforce who were excavating for
the new water-works.

Just onel He lives in.a new western settle.
ment. He is a lone man for Jesus Christ, He
begins some little service of prayer and  raise. It
seems a sery feeble work, but along the line of hus
efforts, some later day, the church of God will
raise its walls,

Just onet In a neglected neighbourhood a
woman gathers .a few bors or gitls into a Sunday
School ¢lass, It is the mission clurch that will be
cvolved from this modest work like a beautiful
flower opening out of an Inconspicuous bud,

Justonel Thistime itls a young man,a clerk
in a store where his associates are ungodly, and he
asserts his’ Christlan priaciples In & quiet, stead-
fast way. Ho is marking every man though with
some impression for good, and (¢ will have its useful
latrsd honoured placein the history of some spintual

e, . . )

Justone! A teacher in a Sunday School class
may look upon her work only as ascratch on the
surface soon to-be effaced. She [s tracing the
outline though of some noble structure of Chris.
tian character, To-day's pioneer is as valuable as
to-morrow's. banker. Tho lone man with the

ick-axe is. a8 deserving as his brethren who fol-
ow him with telling blowas on the hard soil ~£y,

WORKING CHRISTIANS,

LEARN fo_be. working Christians, “De ye
doers of the Word, and not hearers only, decejv-
ing your own selver” * It ls very striking to ace
the ‘useluinest of Christians. Are there none of
you who know what i3 to be selfish in your Christi-
anity? You have scen a selfish chuld go into a
secret place to enjoy some _delicious morse) undis-
turbed by his companions. So it {s with some
Christians. They feed upon Christ and forgive.
oess; but do it alone, 'and all for themselves. Are
there not some of you who can enjoy belng a
Christlan, while your dearest frlend is not and yet
you will not speak to him? See here, you have
50( work todo. When Christ found you, hs said,

Go to work in my vineyard,®™ What wer W\mu
hired for, If it was not to spread salvation ? * What
blessed for?” O 'my Chrisilan riends!) how
little you live as thouﬁh you were the servants of
Christt How much idle talk you have! Thisis
not like & good servant. iow many things you

have to do for yourself! How few for Christ.

and his people] “This is not like a servant.—ae-
Chaynme, -
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