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ollicinted at the Central church anniversary, the build-
ing being crowded, Tt is likely to be his lnst 2ermon
before leaving. i« subject was the ten commandments
a8 o whole and the digcourse was singularly able and
suggestive. e will leave many warm friends here
whose huarts have been cheered and minds enlightened
by his thoughtful and practical discourses.

CHRISTIANITY vs. HINDUISM,

B R. ROBERTSON MACAULAY, 2 prominent insur-

ance man of Montreal, has just returned from a
trip around the world and has given an interview to a
newspaper reporter regarding his impressions,  Among
other things he discusses the subject of miagions and
misdionarics in Indin.  He found the intelligent
cdueated Hindusappreeiative of the personal character
of the missionaries and of their cfforts to feed and
clothethe needy clusses neglected by their own religious
authorities, but they were undisposed to accept their
teaching, *“The Hindu ™ said one, **is brought up
in a very strict system. I do not say that Tam able to
conform to it in all respecte.  What would it profit me
to change my system for the Christian system ?  Would
it make me a better father or a better citizen? My
own system is so high that T cannot attain it in all
respeets. Would the Christian system teach me a new
kind of tendernese 2 Or would it alter me for the
better.,”  **To this question,” said Mr. Macaulay, **J
felt that T had no answer.”

Now Mr, Macaulay ix a most intelligent man and
has been an active Christian worker. One  would
exveet him o rise to any ordinary cemergeney in con-
versing on such a subject.  But we are surprised that
he should have heen o easily floored by his Hindu
friend in this way. If it had been a matter of life
insurance he would not have let him off so readily.

Assuming, what we are not prepared to grant, that
the Hindu moral code is as good as the Christian, it
ig precisely at this point that the great distinetive value
of Christianity comes in by supplying a motive and
stimulus for ohedience o ite cade infinitly more cffect-
ive than that of any other faith. Tt supplies in the
example and espeeially in the self sacerificing love of
Christ a quickening Spirit that makes it easy to do
what is hard to attain by any other method. Tt was
exaetly here that the Apostle Paul recognized the
superiority of Christianity over Judaizm., He had
been a conscientions Pharisee and punetitious about
matters of the lnw.  But try as he would he could not
satisfy his conscience. The misery of his constant
failure drove him to despair until Christ was revealed
to him.  Then he founsd deliverance and entered npon
a glad service in a <pirit of freedom that made the
hardest duty easy and the greatest saerifice light.  As
he himself puts it in Romans ** What the law could
not do, in that it wag weak through the tlesh, God,
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful tlesh and
as an offering tor ¢in. condemned sin in the flesh, that
the ardinanee of the law might be fultilled in u- who
walk not after the tlesh bat after the Spirit.” He knew
from hiv awn experience that the Goeped of Chriet was
* the pewver of God unto saleation.”™ He had found it
so i others Hkewiseand he was contident that it would
b so to every one that belimved it. Therefore he waa
not ashamed of it but was ready to preach it every-
where.  The ethieal staudard of Christianity is higher
than that of Hinduism, But that wenld avail litle
were it not that in Christ we find the power which
enables multitndes to approximate that standard in
reasunable measure.  The constraint of luve i< stronger
than force, strunger than fear. stronger than law. The

adsmirable conduct of Christian missionaries which
makes them willing to do gladly at great sncrifice
what Hinduism persistently leaves undone is due to
that constraint nlone.  Hindus who accept Christ find
that they can do these things too and rejoice in the
privilege.

THE SCOTTISH TIENDS,

HILE Union negotiations are progressing favor-
ably between the Free and United Presbyterian
Churches in Scotland, the Mstablished Church is pro-
moting a Bill in Parlinment for the better adjustment
of the tiends. At present the stipends are regulated
by the price of grain, fixed by the Fiars’ Courts, and a
minigter's galary varies accordingly. The Bill pro-
poses to change the old practice so as to bring it more
in harmony than it now is with modern ideas and
methads, and as Parliament scems to be in a friendly
mood the Bill will likely becomelaw saortly.  TheFree
Churches do not view the proposed legislation with
favor believing that the time has come when the claim
of the Established clergy to the exclusive use of the

tiends should not be re-confirmed but disputed.

MEETINGS OF SYNOD.

(RIS Synodical Conference at Cobourg was the occa-

sion of a discussion on *“The Spiritual Life of
the Caureh,” a subject of perennial interest and impor-
tance. Rev. John Neil, whose address introduced the
subject, drew a picture of the manifestations of
spiritual life in the church, which deserves thoughtful
attention at the present time, the more so in advance
of the meeting of the General Assembly. First, he
deseribed the Christian home, the peace, harmony
and beauty of holiness therein prevailing as the
result of communion with God and the leavening
influences of the gracious work of the spirit. In
busginess concerns also the law of Christ was of more
moment to the genuine Christian t! an the law of the
land in the transaction of business. ILegal technical-
itie< were less weighty than moral and Christian con-
silderations. Where a conflict between these existed.
Honesty would prevail in the Christian merchant’s
business, and all the channels of public and private
would be purified and « reign of truth and righteous-
ness begun.  How true a picture this in the light of
the Gospel ! How far short of it does the average
Christian life at home and in the oflice come! Yet
the apecial object of Church work, of Synods and
Assemblies ought to be to realize upon earth the
heautiful picture thus set forth. Second, Spiritual
life fostered brotherly love instead of strife.  Brother-
hood was the keynote of this second line of thought
and the idea was well developed. One of the weak
pointa in the church is the lack of sympathy among
Christians, who are members of one hody, who are
united in Christ Jesus. There is a sad lack of
sympathy and friendly interest in the welfare of each
other, in the material as well as in the spiritual sense.
We mean by this not merely that the poor and needy
be helped from the Church poor fund, as they are in
very many inatances now, but that a fraternal spirit
be cultivated between all the members of a church,
that the well-to-do should be on a friendly footing
with the less well-to-do; that the Christian bond’
shonld be reality wherever it exists ; that a subject of
grace be considered on a higher plane of worth even
though poor, than a wealthy man who lives in sin,
and that the logical consequence be observed in daily
life; that Christians help cach other for the love of
God and stand Ly one another in the right. Mr.



