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Augmentation Reports.

On Monday ovening, tho reports on Augmentationwere taken up.
EASTERN 8ECTION.

The Committeo reporte that tho receipts are fally up to thoso
of preceding yoars. Fivo of tho Presbyteries madv n small ad-
vanco on tho cor.diibutions of tho procoding year, and the other
five foll baok n little, Tho total roveived from congregations last
year wau §8,105.43, an inorcaso of $22.06 over ths proceding year.
Theroe wero small sums from intorest, boquests and donations,
smounting to $165.60, as againet $183.39 the previous year, so that
tho incomo from all souroes is only the triflo of §7.67 above that ot
tho proceding year. It ia gratilying, howaovor, that thero has been
no falling off. But while this is tho caso it is discouragiog to find
that forty-six congregations that gave something, still failed to
como up to the reasonablo amount asked from them, and that
twenty-nine really made no effort to help this invaluable schome.
Prosbyteries must deal very diligontly and vigorously with theso
delinquonts, or wo fear tho “und will fail inono atleast of its great
purposes, that is, of showing tho unity of the Churoh by the prao.
tical sympathy of cach part for every othor and $he whole. Not
only must tho strong help tho weak, but $he woak must do what
thoy can to holp othors that aro weak, and 80 make commen cause,
88 one body, with strong and weak together.

Fitty-eight congregations received aid from the Fond. Had
they boen paid in fall, the amount required to do so would have
been nearly $9,000. Bat tho committse founad to their great regret
that this amount could not be paid, withont reduocing tho balance
{0 a point considerably below safety. The balance to be reserved
as neceseary for tho somi-annual payments was fixed at $3,500,
When tho Fund was started thors was given by our poople a worlks-
ing balanoo of §4,000, and it was felt that so long as the Fand is
continued it cannot be safely reduced below the sum now fixed.
Tho balance on hand a year ago was §463 above this amounnt.
This balance, along with the roceipis for the past year, mado
§8,734 for distribation, which, after asmalldeduction for expenses,
gavo ninety.two por cenf. of the fall grants promised to our aug-
mented charges. The committee feol keonly the neceesity thus
1aid on them to deprive a large number of their brethren of a por-
vion of their hard.earned ealaries. They bave brought tho matter
befozo the Presbyteries, urging them to take immediate measnrgs
to have tho brethron reconped, and to avoid a recurrencoe of the
hardship.

1t is, from ono poiat of view, gratifying that the demand on
the Fand was larger 1as - year than provionsly. It arose, not from
{ncreasosd graots to indiviasal congregations, but to a larger num-
ber than over before being set.'ed, and so drawing the grans rega
larly. Of ths filty-eipht congregntions that recoived aid, the most
of thom had pastors thegreater parto! the yoar. It is to bo hoped
that this stato of matters will continue, and that the Fond can bs
administered 80 as to socaro {60 2sch the minimum sealary, without
disheartening discounts at the snd of tho yoar. To this end, self-
belp musst be davelopoed rapidly in tho aid-reooiving congregations.
Many congregations must assumo much moro of the salary than
now, and thus set free n portion of their grants for now places ze-
quiring aid. Tho applications for help during tho current year
show something of this tendenoy, thers being an inereaso of $577
in stipood over the pravions yoar, and five congrepations, viz : St.

James, (strengthoned by union with neighbocsing stations), and
Chipman, in the Presbytery of 6t. John, Oanard, in the Presbytery
ol Halifax, Treuton, in the Presbytery of Piotou, and Brookficld
(by union with Aiddlo Stowiacke), in tho Preshytery of Tmro:
cease {0 require aid from the Fand. Thus, tho thirteen roported
last year as having baen nurtured to sclf-support by the Fand, be.
odme now tho respectablo number of cighteco. Tho Commitlos,
in conoert with tho H. M, Commtiee, recommended to Synod
the rearrangement, as f4r as posaible, of all aid-recoiving ficlds
with a viow to their being bettoz able to supporl their pastora.
The Syanod affirmed tho desiratlenoss of the proporal, and Presby-
teries havo been thereby stimalated to strengthen weak charges
and dovelop sell-help within them. Further goed results in tho
ramo Jdirection are confidtatly looked for. The Committec aro
persuaded that a vigorouns cffort, on the part of Presbytcrios, to
show ocongregations tho abzolats necsamty of increased soll-help,
would enable them to redace tho applications at least ten por cent.
Were this aocomplishod, and the fzll sum of $9,000 paid into tho
Faod, there would be 0o nesd of & catting down of tho grant at
tho closo of tho year.

WESTERY SECTION.

After reforzing to thelamented death of Rev, D.J Maodonnell,
the lata convener, the committes says: It seems pocaliarly ap-
Fropriato ihat at this junciurs we abould reeall and emphasize the
wozk sooomplished fram the inception of ths Schems in Ostober,

1883, to the present time. In May, 1888, thore were on the list of
the Xome Mission Fand 108 congregations supplomented up to
$000. Most of these wore transforred to the Augmentaticn Fund,
giving immediately immenso relie! and impetus to the purely
Homo Mission work. Besides theso, about 160 congregations,
whoro stipends were less than $7560, wore placed on the list, making
in all 256, Within tho yoar olghty.seven congrogations beoame
golf-sustaining, and almost all the others mndo decided advanco in
contributions. Binos then 194 congregations, prinoipally Home
Mission Ficlds, have beon placed on tho list, whilst 174 cengrega.
tione havo beoome self-sustaining, and fifty-four have either been
roturned to tho Homo Mission list or romovod from other oauses.
Probably no movomont to which oor Church has sot its hand has
oqualled this, in stimulating and fostoring its weakor fields, and in
giving hoart to tho workers in thom. Certainly, itisnotico much
¢0 say that tho present position of onr Ohurch and her prospeots
for the future had been altogethor less satisfaotory had it not been
for tho movoment 8o ably guided by our lato Convener.

The goodly rotation of Home Mission Field,augmented congre-
gation and self-sustaining oharge is going on, and may well be ro-
joioed in a8 being the very strength and honor of our Church,

1t is pleasant, in view of all ths circumstances, to be able to
roport that after paying grants in foll there romains & small bal.
anoe, §1,090, at credit. The receipta total §24,333.61 ; butas there
was a refand of $440.91, the contribations from all sources shonld
be sot at $23,592.70, a8 coropared with $25,436.05 last year, a de-
creaseof 81,5643.85. It is so far satisfactory, however, thatin a
year of great depression and without special appeals, such as were
mado in the previous year, ihis result has been reached. The
Committoo recognizbd aleo tho warning given them, that thoy must
continuo to exercise that sirict and cantious polioy which hasbeen
alowly, yet, we believe, surely gaining the confidence of the Churoh.
That there is a balanos at credit is duo to tho careful and thorough
revision of grants made during the last two years, the earneat
desiro of the Committoo being to effeot such judicions redao-
tions as shoald prevent the recurrence of the deficits which
had from time to timo hampsred the work. The Commities

thankfally acknowledge that their task has been made easier
throagh the increased interest and carefulness of Preabyteries,

What of the Zuture? It seernsdiffionltto judge, but woremem-
ber almost the last message of onr late Convener: I we get
through this year without a deficit confideace will be restored and
wo shall do weil.”* Ve have escaped the deficit, and it rests with
the Church to falfil 1..> nresago of his messsge. 2Alay wo nos go on
with gonﬂdenoe. believing suins there shallboeven s forward move-
mont

This yesr we again ask that $28,600 ba placed at our disposal,
but we arc convinced that it it could bs made $30,000, or $32,000,
thero conld be no batter investmons made in $ho interests of the
Charch. For then we oould at once relieve the Homse Aligsion
Fuond of somse forsy or moro congregations, whoas interests wounld
bo best promoted through a sotiled pastorate. We-invito such
sympathotio consideration and action on the part of Presbyteries,
Ministers and Sessions throughout the coming year as may placs
us at its end in 8o favorable a financial position that we shall bs
ablo to report thatsuch & helpfal forwurd movement has been well
begun and is likely to bo carried on to a sucoessful issue.

Tho report was prosented by Rev. Dr. R. Oampbell, Renfrsw,
acting Convener.

The Young People.

Rev. R. D. Fraser presonted tho report of the Committeo on
Young Poople's Bocieties, Ho was supported by Rovs, Wm. Pat.
terson, and Mesars, Racbeth and Aoblitlan, Each of ths gentlo-
men delivered strong addresses relative to the work, Following
aro the figures relative to membership:-The total number of
societies reporting iv 796.  Of theso 629 are Y. P. 8. O. E.’s, and
filty-six Junior G, E.’s. The romaining seventy-soven are of vari-
ous sortg:—Y. P. Bomo Missionary Society, twelvo; Children's
Auxiliary to H. M. 8., thrco; Boya’ Brigads, ten; Boys® Miesion
Band, Young Ladies® Association, King's Daughters, and somo
thirty other sociclies of various names, but with tho common
objoct of doveloping thoreligions intelloctual, and social activitics
of theirmembers, It will bo noticed that the C. E. societies far
outnumber thosa of other kinds, In sevaon out of ten Prasbyterics
ol tho Maritimo Provinoss Christian Endeavor posscsses the
whole field, and in cloven of tho Presbyleries fariher west. A
total of 337 separats soagregations aud 213 misiion ststione havs
not reporéed any socicty.  In many of thess such organizations
exist, and tho likelihood is that the wholo number of Young
Poople’s Societica throaghont the Charch isupwardsol 1,000, Tho
mombership is reported as 31,615, or an averago of closs upon
forty for ocach society. Thero are 9,933 young men, and 16,613
young woren. ** There scems to bos goneral impression abroad,”
says tho Convaner of ths Guelph Presbytery's Committeo, * that
tho men are dropping out of Church work, and out of all conneo-
tion with Christian activity. I belisve there mro more mea in
Church work to.day than ever there were.” In tho janior socie-
ties the proportion of tha soxos is mora equal, namely, 1,405 bo
and 1,653 gitls. Fow details aro given ag to the junior methods,
although the proper conducting of this depariment isvital. Of
the tolal moembarship of the sociotiss 16,507, or only a little ors
shan one-half, are in fall communion with the Ohuarch. This
afforde greund for conoern on the part of pastora and ssssion.
Adoptod.



