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right is rather curiaus. By some ancicxxù licenses from the Grawn, the Un*iver-
sities arc empo-vered to print books in gencral, these licenses bing graxited ait a
time wlien no persan could pritit anything- without the Royal a&xhority. A
bundred years aga, in an action brougit, by thie thien King's printer apainst the
University ao' Cambridge, for an itifi-riogenient of bis patent, it was ilccîded ilhat
the license gave the Universities a concurrent right to print Bibles ; this modilied
competitioxi sufllced to prevent, ta some exteat, the evils oif the nionopoly, but
nat entirely. The present patent ie for a term af thirty years, and dates from
2lst January, 1830, consequently it expires next Januiary, and the most stretiuu
efforts are being mnade by the friends of free trade in Bibles to pret ent a reneival.

Engan njoys at this moment the unenviable distinction of being the only por-
tion of tho Empire wherc the mnopoly exists. Ia Ircland, the sale fo~r thxe Bible
vtas af course smail, and tbe patent -,vas rcndered of the least possible value by
a clause permitting the English Uriversities ta export Bibles ta lrexxnd ; the
whole thing there came to an end sa faxr back as 179-1, when the pateatee ap>lîcd
for an injuaiction agaiast a printer whio iiad publîshied an edition (if the Scriptures.

Iwas refused by the Lord Chancellor, who decided that the patent could noV mea
to givc an exclusive righit to priat Bibles, as the King had " noV a prerogative ta

grant a monopoly as ta Bibles for the instruction of nîankind in revealed reiio,
but that it xxpplied solely to the printing of Bibles, &c., for the use of Chorelhes
and otîxer partieular porpases. la Scotlaad tîxo xnonopoly ceased in July, 1839,
the patent whicx tlien expired lxaving been granted ia 179j", for a1 period of fùrty-
anc years. Thef absurdity of flic thiag, for xxny practical purpose of g(ý,d, is
shown in the fact, that aiter tlie death (,f the arigiral owners of* the patent, the
persons ta ,,hlom it desceaded by righit (if inheritance-a gentleman in onc case,
and a lady in the otîxer, themselves etitirely ignorant af the business-emaployed
a manager tai carry it on for them, ta whani thiey paid £800 per year, tlxey divid.-
in- tlic profits, vrhich averaged £1,00J annually. Another fact will illustrate
thé working of thxe monaýpoly ln Scotland. W'e give iV in iMýr. Thoxnson's words

"The Edirxburgh Bible Soeiety, and othier Bible socicties throughout &<)otl.xnd,
had been in thxe habit of sending a portion ai their fonds ta the Bx'itielx and
Foreign Bible Society, and, in retura, reccived froni that Society a portion of
their Bibile.4 for home distribution, Ia paxrticular, they rcceived copie.i of an oc-
tavo 'Cible in large type, ta which the Scotch patentees had no corresponding
edition, aîxd which was inuch prized by persons la advanced years. The mono-
poliets rose to vindicate their sacred rights, and proceedcd in an action at law
against the directairs and leading, nem bers of tixe various Scotch Bible sacietics.
Thie societies dcfended tlxemselves, axxd a lor.g a.nd expensive litigýatori CnSued.
The courts in Scotland decided against fixe sacieties, arid la favor of the mono-
palists. '1'lx cause then weat by appeal ta the lIl>use af Lards, Xviuich confirmed
thejiufginenV of the courts helow. Tfie decision of the Ilouse af Lords %vas given
in 1829, artd, from tixat turne until thxe abolitilin or the Scotch mor.opoly, ten
years aftervards, every Bible which cro,;sed the Twveed was co-trazbaand."

It required, liowevcr, a great amaunt af agitation and deternîined apposition
ta prevent a renewal ai the maxxapoly, but, thianks ta the unwearied efforts of
Dr. Thormsan, (father of the author of tîxe Ess;xy before us,) it was finally accomi-
plishced, ta be fiollovred, as we fervently hope, by a like result -ia Engl]aad. l'he
arguments by whiclx it is stughlt ta perpetuate thxe mnopoly are briefly these:
that it secures the purity af the text, axxd enables thxe Bible to be produced at a
cheaper rate than wvould otherwisc be possible. To the irst or these argument8


