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year to endeavour to upset the reserved sehedules, and do away with State aid to
religion altogether, and the accidentai triumph which they havo obtained they
loeok upon as a sure onien of victery. It is, no doubt, a question of tinie only ;
and it will probabiy flot be more than three or four years bef'ore the Church is
thrown entireiy on the support of bier chljdren.>

TUEz ECCLESIASTICAL GRANTS IN AIJSTRALIA.-W6 take the following from the
Soitlheriz SpcctcLtor fur February, a monthly magazine of religious and gen cil
literature connected with the Congregational churches of Australia, edîted by the
Rev. Richard Fletcher, formerly of Manchester, and new of St. Kîlda, Melbourne.
Fromn the three numbers nows before us it appears te be both a useftil and wtL
conducted periodical.

The step taken in New South Wales ear'not fail te have a decided influence on
the progress of the saine great question in Victoria and Tasmania,. T liTe
withdrawment of State support to religious bodies was moved for in the Tasma-
nian Legîslature net long age, and only failed in being carried by a narrow
rnajority. Argument, zeal, and faith), %vere defeated by self-interest and prejudice;
but only for a time, for the contest is sure te be renewed ngain and again until
the victery is won.

In the Victorian Legisiature the question is nut formally, but is eonsidered te
bo virtually settled. The abolition vas, last Session, ctirried in the Asseinbly by
a decided majerity, and wýas thrown out in the Council by a niajority cf enly ene.
Several fresh elections fer the Upper leuse have sinee been held, and chianges in
consequence have taken place cf such a nature as te leave littie doubt of the mi-
jerity being now prepared te support a measure fer abolition. A B3ill for the
diseontinuance of State Grants Nvas int-roduced into the Lower leuse in~ the present
short sessien, but the pressure cf other business requiring inimediate attention,
has caused its postpenement tili the Parliament next assembles; and this is ex-
pected te bc at an enrly peried.

Somte attempts, hewever, have been nmade, if net te tinker up the eld and
decaying systemn, at least ta get as mucli eut cf it as possible. A bill profcssedly
for the better regulation of Ecclesiastical Trusts, but rcally urider that pretext,
which but thinly vciled the true ebjeet, te give powver te trustees te, sell ehurchi
lands granted by the State. But the device being dcteeted, the measure was firât
emasculated and thien suffered silently te drop as useless. Three several private
bis were aise brought il,, te seek under special cireunistances, power te sell certain
church lands; but meeting vwith unexpecte,1 opposition and obstruction, they seem
at present hanging fie, te await, perha-ps, the fate cf a bolder and more comipre-
bensive measure, new before the Legislature. This measure proposes te give
powver te ail religieus bodies through"u the colony, holding grants from the Crown
fer church sites, te, alienate them at pleasure frem their proper and designed use,
and te traffic and trade in theni as they please, previd cd, cf course, that the
proceeds are deveted te Ecelesia itical purposes. It is tebehopcd that the cetmn
serise cf the Ilout:e and the count, -will at once quash snch a baeaepoonand
insist upon the lands, as they arp granted, being strictly applied to their original
object, viz., sites for churches, schools, and parsonages. There is little reason te
douht that the Parliament soon te be summoned on the basis cf the new Reforni
Bill, will nt once free ail the reliiu bodies in the colony from ail dependence
upon the taxes fer support, and frie thle Legislature aise from ail pretexts for mcd-
dling with inatters ecclesiastica.l. It -wil be a happpy day for the peace of thet
country, and we believe for the interest of vital reli gion itseif, when that cen-
summation, se devoutly te ho, wished, shall have arrived throughiout thc whole of
the Australian colonies.

WORKING Or STirE IENDOWvENTS IN AcSTRAL..-Azt a publie meeting lateiy
held in Syaney, fer the purpose cf pretesting against Ecciesiastical granfts, t1ie
fehlowing address was made by the 11ev. J. lloberts.-lIe said hie was an Episcop-
alian, a nieniber cf the Church cf Engiand, baptized, brcd, and ordained in that
Church. Ris presence at tbat meeting was net inconsistent v«ith his position.


