
THE CANADIÂN INDEPENDENT.

That we must commit the serd ta the care of Ilim who
gave il, with patient waiting and faith.

That .ail our scholars may be sowers of this Divine sced.
Main Lesson.-On /seartieç the Word.-Four kinds of

grou nd, or hearers: (i) Way side-bearts gospel.hardened,
adhbis bad companions, and bad passions, repel the

truîh and harden. Examples, I>haraoh, Festus-ste John
12 : 37-40; leb. 3 : 12, 13. (2) Sîony ground-emotional,'resolutions like the Ilmorning cloud and early dew,' as
King Saul and King lierod-see Gai. 3 : i, and 5: 7. (3)
Thorny ground bearers, chçoked by the world andl its lusts,
as Balaam, judas, Ananias-see Matt. 6 : 24 ; Rom. 12: 2;
i John 2 : 15. (4) Good ground hearers, bringing forth
fruitlike Nathaniel and Lydia-see Rom. 1 : 8; Col. 1 : 3-5
I>hilemon 4 : 5. To one of these classes aIl your scholars
belong-which ?

188.2, Mark 4F8e. 26« THECR OWTH OF THE KINCOM. I '2134.

GOLDEN ILT-"There shall bc an hand fui of
corn in the earth upon the top of the moun-
tains ; the fruit thereof shahl shake like Leba-
non."-I>s. 72: 16.

TISSE AND PLACE-As in last ; a continuation of ihat
discou rse.

PARA1.LEI.S.-With VS. 21-5 ; Luke 8 : 16.IS ; VS. 26.29,
is given by Mai k alone. Vs- 30.32, with Matt. 13: 31, 32;
Luke 13: 18, 19; vs. 33, 34, with lizt 13: 34, 35.

HINTS TO TEACIIERS.

Dangers-Are flot many in ibis lesson, even ta the in-
experienced teacher. Do riot, however, be carried away by
the minute dletails of the parabolic teacbing, but try ta grasp
its meanings in the broad aspect. Vou may be very exact
about candies and mustard seed, but lose for your class the
glorious truths of Christ's kingdom.

Topical Analysis.-ffl The m-anifestation of the
kingdom, 21.25. (2) The secret growth of the kingdom
and its fruition, 26-29. (3) The marvellous growtlý> of the
kingdom, 30-32. (4) The îeaching uf the King, 33, 34.

What and How to Teach.-On the first topic
shew that these parables are a continuation of the last
lesson. There we see how much of the Divine seed is lost
through the activity of the great adversary, the incon.
slancy of man, or the woridîy passions that too ofien over-
master him, and choke the good in him. Now we see that,
notwilbstanding thiq, the kingdonri is ta he manifested, to
grow sîeadily with wonderful inciease, and ta fil1 the wbole
earth ; that though mari is worldly and careless, and the
devil 2ctive, ihe kingdomn is ta triumiph over ail, the mighty
power of (;(od. Teach here that as one means 10 Ihîs end
Christ was sbewing Hlis disciples tbey were la have a part
in tibis work--they were no-, ta cover up, to keep the truths
ic had given, but 10 let tbemi shine forth, that tbrough
their ligbî the trutb migbt be manifested ; that nothîng was
t0 be biddlen or kept secret :and that just according to
what îbey gave they should receive. If thry kept back
Chrisi and Ilis teaching.,,there should corne to them a famine
of hearing, an~d that the privileges they then enjoyed should
be taken from îhem.

On the see end topic shew thai quiet ;rc;wth is the law of
C«od's 'zingdoim. Il is not in the tempesi, earthquake, or
fire that lit is found. but in the stili small voice. This
topic carnies on the idea of the first ; it is the duîy as well
as the privilege of Chi ist's disciples to be workers t-)getber
with Irim, an d they are here sbewn what they can dIo and
what îhey cannot (a les-,on for you, leacher). Ail they can
do-i-d that tbey ougbt ta (10-il to cast in zbe seed ;then
they must leave il lu Di>vmne inflluence, to the power of the

Highest ; they can count upon that if they sow in faith and
prayer. So Iearn yourself, and so teach to do what can be
done earnestly and constantly, and leave the resuits to Gnil.

On the third îopic, yuu can point oui how marvellously
the history of the kingdoin bas illuslrated the îruth of thus
teaching. Small, how small, ils eartbly beginning in the
manger at Bethlehem ;how weak and insîgnificant ils
gro'eih. li 'Nas indeed "s-nail as a grain of mustard seed,"
but how mighiily it Fas spread! Flow vaut ils proportions;
bow universal its influence !Sketch in a few words, as
sbarply and clearly as, you can, what Christ's kingdomn is ta
the world to-day ; if il were possible to take il away, it would
be like taking the sun oui of the beavens ; and then sbew
that Ibis Iaw of growlh will continue until the wbole earth
shall be under ils shadow, and :n this, as the first tDpic
shews, you and your scholars may have a part.

On tbefourth tapie luttle nu-ed be said, mainly ta shew that
the trutbs of tbe kingdom are only known t0 ihose who are
Christ's; that if we love Hlim, serve Il im, and keep close ta
hhim, we shail understand and lknow IlIim and l1us-an ear-
nest , ' the lime when we shall know as we are known.

Ir, otes and Comments.-Ver. 21. IlCandlestick,"
lauxup stand, " bcd, " or coucb--under this, on a large measure,
the little vessel filled wiîh oul could be placed in saféty ; but
as Erasmus paraphrases thus : IIThe ligbt is kindled hy
me in you, that by your minislry it may disperse the dark.
ness of the whole world."

Ver. 22. ".Nothirîg hid," REv. " save tbat it should be
manifeud God so designs, IImanifested," as John 3:, 21,
gradually now, fr.ly, as i Cor. 4 :5. Notbing is to be hid.
den forever.

Ver. 23. 11 Therefore," ail have flot-a proverbial ex-
pression following an important statement.

Ver. 24. 11 W bat, " Luke reads IIhow," boîh important,
lit. «"see wbat ye hear." IlWith what measure,', in propor-
tion as you give ta otherç shah! more be given t0 you.

Ver. 25. "He that bath," this is not arbitrary, but a law
of the moral world; use begets capaciîy-neglect, irucapacily.
'Ose the spiritual knowiedge znd power God gives you, and
you will be able ta receive and use more.

Vers. 26, 27. "lA rnan," the representati"- of God and
Christ. " Sleep," IIrisc, " go about bis dailf rouni îs us'!al.
" Grow up," under th, Divine care. "lie knoweth flot
bow," that is, the sower.

Vers. 28, 29. 11Earth bringeth forth," independently of
man, so in the kingdom of gt-ace; God works in both-
but itbough secret in growlb, il is manifesîed in ils fruit.
Now man's agency is resumed ; he sows and reaps, but can-
not make ta grow.

Ver. 30. 1' Vbereunto," etc.-so the rabbis began their
discourse. IIWith what comparison," REV. "lin whaî par.
able. "

Ver. 31. "lLess tha.n al" of those used in Jewish bus.
bandry, alîhough tbere are smaller known ; but the siying
was a Jewisb proverb f-r anything very small-as such Ibis
15 ta be understood.

'Ver. 32. ý'Greater," nol absolutely, but rclatively.
Thkomsopi says ibat il grows IIta! as a horse and ils rider."
" Fowls," birds-so they do-rest on ils branches and pick
ils seed.

Vs. 3 1, 34. IlAble to hear, " tbey could flot bear plainer
language, they could only receive the truth by degrees.
"Withotit tbe parahîre," that is, at ibis limre and concerning

the kingdom. "l \hen îbey wvere alone." blessed privilege
of Christ's disciples.

Incidentai Lessons.-That those wbo have been en.
lightened by Christ should communicate to others.

That aIl now bidden shahl be made manifest.
That in hearing te Gospel w-' should, remembtr ont re-

sponsibilies.


