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be surprised to find how much is new to
him ; and he will feel a peculiar pleas.
ure as he strikes a vein with which he
is familiar,

We shall close this article by con.
troverting a passage from ¢ Todd’s Stu-
dent's Manual,” Before doing so we
wish to observe that that treatise is the
most uscful small book we ever read,
and to recommend it to all who scek
mental improvement. It advises the
reader to criticise every sentiment of
other books, and to accept none which
do not seem to be sound,  In applymng
that principle, we cannot accept the
following statement :—* You can never
read to advantage unless you feel well,
and the mind and spirits are buoyant,
Othernwise, any author will be stupid.
This is far too strong.  Of course, no
one can read to advantage who is very
sick, or in acute pain; but as a man who
feels dull and disinclined to walk, after
a few minutes' exercise, finds his dull.
ness gone ; as a person not inchned to
write can begin, as Dr. Johnson said,
“with dogged determination,” and after
awhile can write easily and strongly, so
after reading a few minutes the apathy
of the mind disappears, the inlisposi-
tion is forgotten, and the reading 1s ac-
complished. We have sometimes read
the same pages three times, till the
mind moved casily, and afterward
unconsciously went beyond the pre-
scribed task.— hristian Aovocate.
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INTERNATIONAL S. S, LESSON.
Sunday, April 3.

GoLvex TEXT, v. 62 :—And Jesus said
unto him : No man having put his hand
o the plough, and lookinyg back, is tit for
tho kingdom of God.

Commit—=57-58.

INTRODUCTION AND CONNLCTION.

Still following Luke's narrative, wo
find in the portion of Scripture interven-
ing between our last lesson and this, tho
account of tho miraculous feeding of the
multitude ; our Lord's anunouncoment to
His disciples of His rojection by thoe cl-
ders, Higdeath, nnd resurrection ; tho story
of tho trausfiguration and the subscquent
casting out of an unclean spirit ; and the
lessson of humility Mo taught His dis-
ciples.—v.v. 46-48.

Beginning with our present lesson aud
extending to ch. xviii. 14, wo find a por-
tiou of Scripture of surpassing interest,
tho greator part of which is peculinr to
Luke. Dr. Brown says of it :—** As there
are scurcely any marks of time und place
inall thig peculiar portion, it is difficuls to
fix these with any certainty. But there
is reason to believe that the earlier por-
tion of it belongs to the period of our
Lord’s final journey from Galilee, which
was probably a circuitous journoy with
tho wview, perlaps, of ministeringin lo-
calitics not before visited; and that tho
latter portion of it belongs to the intervals
between the Feast of Tabernacles and that
of tho Dedication, inour Lord’s last year,
and between the Feast of the Dedication
and that of His last Passover—during
which iutervals He appears to have so-
journcd chiofly in Perea, within the juris-
diction of Herod Antipas. ”

LESSON NOTES.

(61). And it came to pass that when the
e was come (Arvew veary that He should
be recesvrd 176. «to the Father,; /e stcad-
fastly set Hi., face to go to [ferusalem.
Jesus had almost re:mchc& the end of His
earthlymmssion. Hehad demonstrated by

*His word and His works both (John xv.
22.24) that Howas the Messinli; John the
Baptist had witnessed to Him, stating
the proof e had reccived, John i. 32,38);
God had twico proclaimed Him from
heaven to be such (Matt. ii. 17 ; Mark ix
7.); and now He is about to finish His
work by a voluntary death. To die, was

rt of His pre-appointed work—such was
is Father's commaud as well us Hisown
purpose. (John x. 10).

(62). And seat messengers.  Provious to
this, Jesus had rather courted ubscurity—
vow Ho sends messenyers bojore IHis fae—
o male ready ]ﬁv' Iin.
Jorusalem is heralded by His own ap-
Boiutcd servants; amid shoutings and
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tomple, is going assert, and for a timo
muintain His kingly authority. He is go-
ing to Jerusalom, not ns & victim but ns a
king, and as n king to bo rojected and
sluin,

8 And they (tho inhabitants of tho
Sumaritan villago) weowld not recerve Hm,
because  Mis  face  twoas as f e
world g0 to ferusalem.  There wuy

much hostility between the Jows and,

the Swmwritans, and they mamtaned  no
friondly relationsbeyond baying and selling
when it beewno o necessity (Jolin v, 18).
Josephus tells us that it was customary with
the Galileans, when going up to the saered
foasts, to go through Sumnria ; and it would
soctn that, ns a vule, they woage not inhosp-
tably troated,  But 1t was, doubtless, talen
us an afltont to be ashad to estend hospi

tality to une claising to by the Mussiah,
whoso far ignored their claims to prefer-
ence (John iv. 12, 20) as to be journeying
to Jerusalem,

0L Aud when James and Jolu sazo
I08sy they saud, Lovd,iodt thow tht we com-
sedttdy <= These disaples ovalently folt
that they wero not only the Lord's messen-
gurs, but aere allud o avcuge any insult
that might be oflered to Him. This fiery
zoal, when tempered and mellowed by the
indwelling Sparit of God, was o most valu-
able chinracteristie,  ols Zo/ras did—un ex-
ample wineh, in ther resenttul moad, they
would, doabtless, gladly have cupred.

@0, 06.) Lt 1o rcbulid i, aind said
— Yo haze not what manner o’ spit il ye
are of, for the Son of Man is mt come to
destroy men s lives, bt to save them.
Christ's work wiy tot ono of destruction,
but of salvation,—not one of wrath, but of
mercy ; amd this was but a small part of the
contempt and scorn s disaiples must see
Him bear before His work was accom-
phished.  How ditierent the character of the
* Boanerges? from that which grace was
destined to make it ! Al they went to
anofier nllage, —our Lord thus adhering
to the rule He had Hmself laid down for
‘His diseiples—(Matt. x. 23.)

(5%.) z} certan mzan (a seribe, Matt. viin.
10, sudy—Lord, 1 witt follow thee wokither-
socver thow goest ;——n vash promise, this, for
Jesus wis not gomy to an carthly crown, as
probably this wman supposed, but to a crown
of thorns and a cruci death,

D8 Jerus saith unto kun s Foves have
holes, and forwls of the wr have nests, bt
the Son of Man illlll/l not where to lay Hrs
head. Homeless, 1 wanderer, just refused
the hospitality of u poor Saaaritan village,
on His way to u cruel death. Jesus had no
carthly advantages to offer this man —ne,
not so much as a place whereon to lay his
head.  Mark :—Jesus does not repect this
man, —Ho only shows ham what he must
expeet.  Few words of Christ have such
mournful amd touching interest as these. It
18 not likely this man followed Him with
such a prospect as this hefore ham,

(38, GO.) He said wunto another, follow
mre ’ This was an maperative eall ; and it
was, undoubtedly, obeyed ; but not with-
out a momentary hesitation.  There were
cartt ly cluims upon him -an aged father,
soon o die, to whom he awed the duty of 2
son.  That his father wus # yet dead, we
gather from tho fact that, as the Levitical
law made o dead bedy wnclean, it was cus
tomary to bury it as soon as possible ; and
further, from our Lord'sreply, which other-
wise would have uppe:u‘c(ll harsh and un.
sympathizing,  ZLef the dead (those spiritu-
ally dead) buery their dead (attend to those
last oftices for thoso thoy have lost), but go
thou, and preach the gospel. This command
was not to bo turned asude, orputoff ; and,
asin the case of the Apostles, was, un-
doubtedly, obeyed,

(OY . Another also said  Lovd, I 2l fol-
loce thee, but let me first go bid farewell &c.
T'his man had mado aformal kind of re-
solvo to follow Christ, yet even in doiug so
had begun tolook ek longingly towards
whatho wasloaving behind.  He was wish-
ing to do the very thing that would, most
likely, unsottlo his mind, and turn him
from his purpose. Hencotho Lord’s an-
swer—-—

62\ No man putting his hand to the

Dlough and lookinr baky is fit for the king-

doms of heaven.  Jesus had'seen the back-
ward look, the longing for what he must
needs give up if ho becamoa trne diseiple,
and here aununcintes a principle applicablo
not ouly m uns ease, but to :\ﬁ stimlnr
cascs and for all time,  Loohing back re-

Hisadvauce to | gredfully upon sy fling that has to be

given np for Christ’s sukie, reveals the radi-
cal unfitness of him who dorg it tobo a sub.

sannas Heis going vo be formally pro- | ject of Chirist’s kingdom.  He swito gave up
claimed as THE RING THAT coMET IN TRE | all for us, would have us willing 1o give up
¥AME OF THE Lokp ; and ontering His own } el for Iiim.

SUGGRSTED TIIOUGHTS.

The caso of the Sanmaritanis suggostive
of many in our own duy who reject Christ
becauso thore i n romothing, either in
Hiwmself or His cluims, that does not quite
suit thew, I His faco is not as 2hou sl He
would yo to fertsal«m, it is somothing
equally us frivolous, possibly moro so.

Jumes and John, had Christ saia tho

i word, wonld gladly havoe destroyed the

| Samaritans at once, Josas in rebuking
| thewr spinit, sots boforo them His own
botter spint of long-sufforing aud tonder
compassion; uand  that sweet patienco
which only resorts to judgment when
merey has waited long and in vain,

Fram v.v, 57-62 wa learn (1) that thoy
who follow Chirist closely, wust connt upon
privation, I God gives thom the oppo-
sita, 1t 1w of His sovereign goodness,  The
servant should not 1 to be botter than
his Lord. .2, Guls scrvico oitun trkes
us awny from what scem to bo urgent
earthly claims, Obeying Iim wo may,
however, safely leave nll the lower dutiey
{ to those whom he does not eall to the hugh-
er. 31 Chrstseall s muperative, uryent,
and admitsof no doluf; atud he that finds
himself looking bick from it to the
world, may fear less he hns mado o very
serious mistako.

Quistion Sumsany*

tFor the Children.)

(51 What time had almost arrived to
Jesus § What is menut by received upl
Towards what city did Jesus se His face?
62, In going to Jerusalom from Gulilee,
what country must He pass through!
What were His messengers to do in the
citics near to which He travelled !

(63). Why did those pcople reject
Hu t Why did that displease them! Seo
ncte. (54). Who wero very much dis.
pleased ! What did they ask Jesust What
did Jesus say to them? (55). What did
Jesus say He did #ot come to dol Ihar
did He say He came to do ' Were the people
very wicked in rojecting Jesus? Why,
then, did not Jesas destroy them? Be-
causo Ho wanted to give them a chance
to repent, and becomo good. Does Heo
do the same now 2 Will He afzvays do so0?2
(56). What did this mnn say to Jesus?
(37). And what did Jesus tell Him ? Why
didJesus toll hitnthat 2 Beenuso He did
not want him to lookfor any earthly com-
forts or pleasures as a retourd for following
Him. Does Jesus not give auything to
thoso that follow Him 2 See Matt. xix.20.
(58). What did Jesus say to another?
What did this manask to do? What did
he probably mean by that? Toask if he
might go and take care of his father until
he shonlddie. (5t). What did Jesus tell
him? What Qid He mean? He probably
meant to say-let the worldly ones—those
who aro spinttually dead—do that. What
then was this man to do? 60). What did
this man want to do before he followed
desus ? (61, What did Jesus say about
it? What did Ho mean{ Ho meant that
those who will follow Him must go right
ahead, and not as soon as they arestarcied
be sorry, and want again the things thoy
gaveup for Him. What does Jesus say
about such people?

*Parents are urged to help and encourage their children
to study these questivns unid they can dawwer every one
of them.

e
HUSBAND AND FATHER AT
HOME.

How many among ourselves require
some patriarch to come to us, and, as it
were, reintroduce us to our wives and
children! We live bencath the same
roofs as our familics ; we do some of
our catingand all of our sleeping in the
house beside them; we pay the bills ;
we say now and then an honest word
of commendation to one or other of the
houschold band ; we preside at the break-
fast table and the dinner table —and
what else? we cannot honestly add
much more,  Yet we lay  the flattering
unction ” to our souls that we arc model
husbands and fathers ; and we imagine,
too, that we are training our children into
habits of iidustry and frugality. What
a miscrable delusion, o

Busiuess is important cnough in its
own place, and public work for the city
and for tue country is not to be ne-
glected, But itseems to me thatin these
days, men—ay, even Christian men—
are too largely forgetting that their first
obligation is to their homes. When

l the apostle wrote, * It remaincth that

those that have wives be as though they
had none,” he did not mean that when
you sit down to the morning meal you
should bury yourself in the newspaper,
and become entirely oblivious of those
who ape seated at the table with you,
and of her who is even at the moment
ministening to your comfort ; neither
did he mean that you should come
home, after your weary business day,
cross, testy, and cantankerous, such a
son of Behal that you cannot be spoken
to; and that when dinner is over you
should go to sleep on the sofa, or ad-
journ with a masculine friend to the
smoking room, utterly forgetful of her
whom you have solemaly vowed to
make the compamon of your hfe and
the sharer of your lot; and indifferent,
also, to the welfare of the children, who
are left to be dragged up by some foul-
tongued nurse or sume cynical tutor,
How many of the domestic tragedies
which are constantly shucking the
community and rending houscholds in
twain, have had their ongin in just such
thoughtless indifference as that!  Oh,
my friends! we could do with a little
less courting before marriage, if we onl
had a good deal more afterit; and 1if
parents were to be shghtly less solicit-
ous about getting the very most out of
cvery bargain they made i the store,
and a great deal more anxious to be-
come acquainted with their own child-
ren, and to lead them into ways of holy
happiness, the profiting would appear
unto all men.  What is the good of
your money to you if you neglect your
son, and let him grow up unregulated
and revengeful, so that at the least pro-
vocation he shoots down the imagined
author of the offence 2 Would you not,
when that occurs, willingly offer the
half of your fortune to wipe out its
consequences? And yet it would have
been far more sensible to have sought
to prevent its causes; even if you
should not have made the half of those
thousands which you now call yonr
own.

Let me ask every father and hus-
band to ponder well the appeal which
I am now making. Your wife and
children are of infinitely more impor-
tance than success in business, or the
gaming by you of some public office;
yet is it not true that you are largely a
stranger to those under your roof ?
You give them no confidences; you
never say a word of endearment to
them ; you only want to be let alone
and left to yourself when you come
home ; and so you know just as little
of the inner life and disposition, just
as little of the dangers and temptations,
just as little of the aptitudes and tastes
of the members of your own family,
as if they were in Kamschatka and you
in New York. e e e e e e
Think how the sons of Eli brought his
grey hairs with sorrow to the grave;
remember that the sons even of Sam-
uel lived to shame the name of their
father ; and learn, I beseech you, this
great lesson : that even public useful-
ness, as well as business success, is
too dearly purchased by the sacrifice
of the highestwelfare of your children,
—W. M. Taylor. D. D. :

o e

—A certain legal “ inn" has got a
reputation that would destroy any inn
for the accommodation of man and
beast, namely, for bad wine. When a
certain bencher, with the reputation of
being a wit, was told by a member of
that inn that he ¢ did'nt think much of
the wine,"” the only answer he got was,
“You'll think more of it to-morrow.”
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Recuntiy a whole family, con
sisting of ninc persons, were baptized
in the Free Cnurch, Calcutta. The
head of the family was brought to
Christ through the influence of his wife,
andshereccived herinstruction through
the zcnana missionary,



