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litaIt is at pmr ý, soilethintg of a conundrutti, for the

QOltpatules , -.,irsisteitlv efuised 10 revea i te

ga Xp< b.&, we froi xviiia accurate table of

'O8 1 1abiity 4nghit ie easily constructed.80,111l'te
ab ,ceOf relijai)îe data, te insu rance superitîtetîdentS

gr ba " ridle of tliiil),'' appiied alike to ail coui-

Plaui, takilng att arlntrary portioni of lte 1 recmli for
al reserve If a miore correct and( scientific l)asls of
reserve COllipxitatioîî cati be ciearly poimtcd out, we are

811ret'le onip vii il1)c glad to icoine t

TRE DISGRÂCE 0F LIFE ASSURANCE.

's lunqUestiotiably a fact, atîd a very hullialiig
tethat the business of life assurance-in Canada 10-

17ay e thj~ ie distinction of being ini a more detnorai-

tbe fo 11itio1 i thaiiatîywiiere cisc lu the worid. Il goes

heoe the pul)ic deiiberateiy depreciating ils 0owtt

aleand bcilitig ils own far-rcacilitîg bettcficetlce

badoPîitliteintllods of thie second-band ciothes

-~Ier and the street peddier. JEngage(l lu a business

seeo"îd btione ln digîîity of wortlî and indispensable

servce bO the entire conintitily, its represetatives go

abOut 10 rngtoselitis obligations, at ailetiorînous
diseounjt, varyinîg accord inmg 10 customners.

b1 Ile ebate cviilibas growtt wit thlIe growliî of the

businle'ss Ititil il lias tuot only seriously inipaimcd ils

Yi''eci iy but niatcrially dcslroyed ils ability 10

lt e agent an adeqttate retuirti for bis labor. InI

'ýl glafl ihis bad practice is tiot by any mieaiis

lilttkOwu1 but il lias itot becente a giaring feature of

lte bisilless ;wîiie in lte Uiitcd States, bad as it

Uîtdoubtediy is, lte self-respect atnd seif-intcrest of tlie

ýeld Workers, ecuoraged by lte coinpaiies, have
~tlle slanip ont lte cvii willi a goo(l dcgrce of

State andt local association,,; ]ave beeti exteît-

Sivei-Y fornted amiotlite mamnagers amnd agents, liavittg
amlitîreb ,iefor otie 7of lte princdipal 1 )aiks int lieir

lîlatfortit amni by tîteir rc(iuest sîritigetit laws have becît

etteluseveral States prohibiitig lte tinust discrl-

rltilotS of titis îtoroughily 1)a(l iractice. Itilte

stue lucre iii Catnada, te muanagers antd agett,

sta lo10f froîn ecdi other, wltli Ileir war-pailtt ot anîd

be scalping kîtife inibanîd rcady 10 scalp cadi other,

vhil lte iniinig pulic look oit wilta grili, a

POeket the scalpers' 0 îuîtîjssionî

ii assîîmramte is wortîî a certaint fixed price 10 lte

fueamtd wlicn lte seller offers il at less ltaiithle

ta.bl' rate lie falsifies tîtat fundaunetîtal fact, amîd pli1 5

iliseif and Itis businîess oi thlîow level of lte lttcksîer

at hsWames. The buyer oîiiylitaîf prizes wliat litas

cSlt1 So little, aîd Ilie seller bas throw'tm away tic

greater Part of his hamd-eartied committssionu. Anid itl

tlhe les loiteniplible fealume of lte rebale business is

,as a ule, lime agetnt toadies 10 lte idi attd imuflu-
Ilss , who have matualy comette1 look for a

on 11dml hei preifits as sottlititg due their

etaîdPositionu, lte oniy qîtestic I l ittheir uîinds beiîig

as e tesize of thueIribltle to be offemed. As a titatter

of fet)thebetter able 'a mn ito1 pay for what lie gels,

Sranje illded, >the ulôe fâiWo*rs he exçeé'ts at'Id
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the niore higgling lie wiil stoop to do to set himseif

downl as the recipient of a gratuity from an agent, poor

l)Y comiparison, for that is just what it amoutits to.

The iess able mai of small business, or the professioflal

or saiaried mani, as a mile, is xilling and expeets to

pa'y full rate for his life assurance, just as lie does for

lis flour and his sulgar. So wouid be the wealtiiy mani

if hee lîad tiot beeil utteriy demoraiized by the long-

cOtitilitieti catering of aixions solicitors, ecdi tryiflg to

outljid the otiier ini rebates.

If ail the managers atnd principal agents in the

Dominion wouid enter itito an honest compact to do

business on business principles, givitig no rebat e utider

any circumstances to anybody, and live up to their

agreemienit, they would find it just as easy, when that

-state of affairs once became ktiown, to seli assurance at

full price as ilt now is at cnt rates, besides having a

g0od deai more to show for their work and liaving the

respect of their patronîs, rich and poor. Wliat is iîeeded

is for soniebody to lead off iu the matter of axti-rebate

organization. We have faith enougli in the good setîse

axud honorable intentions of the agents ini Canada to

belie\,e, that most of them wouid most xiilingly aban-

don the bad practice if others would. As it is, a big

rebate for some supposed desirable insurant 15 offercd

by the agent first approachittg hlmi, anud ail the rest at

Once feel bound to " go himi one better," and so the

ruitnous and demoralizing conipetition goes on. Al

this cati be and ought to be stopped. Who wiil move

lu the mucli-needed work ?

Closely aliied to Ihis rebate evil, for which agents

anid managers are clîiefly respotisibie, is otne for w'hich

th e comipaniies are theni sel ves ai toget lier resvoilsi bie.

We refer tolite - special agent '' tutisantce. Wlina

cotnpany turlis loose, as certain cotupatiies bave doule

and are doiiig, a ", iiglitiitig speciai, '' arttied with a

rovitg cotîîmuissomi 10 go, practicaiiY, wliere lie wl,

atnd Il(- itivades te partiy worked field of the local

agetnt, picks ont his iost promisiflg subjects and, witli

a "hbomle office " flourish, offers special plans and

special rebates greater than the poor iocal's etitire coul-

mission, it does a very shabby thittg îoward its agent,

anll eps 10 britîg life assuirantce iiito cotteinpt ailioflg

ail ticceitt meni blessed wiîli good coîlîitoti seit5e. Somle

of te coumpaîties hiave leartued by experietice taI sucit

trickery doesî't pay, and il is 10 be iîopcd that olliers

xill take eariy wartiing by their exatuiple. The 1 )oicy

is botli dishotiorable and deservediy disastrous.

110W HARPER DOES IT.

For the edlficatioti of our readers geîîeraly, andthie

inîstruction of the ttiemibems of te Mutual Reserve Fund

,ife Associationtinl particular, we print below a portion

of tlie application used by lte Association, and which,

presumably, xvas sigîîed by lte aforesaid nienîbers

without reading, as is lte iniîer of confidiitg appli-

cauits getierally. Heme is lte choice niorsel :

1 do hiereby warrant that the foregoimtg answers,

written 10 lite above questions)~ are my answ'ers, and

are full, complele, correct and truc, and the samne shal

be mnade a part of the contradl of nty certificate of


