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His kingdom shall be high and uplifted
aboveall thrones. Would that we fuit
our absolut+ dependence upon God 5 that
we are not things whivled onwards, thae
sport of laws, the atoms of chance, but
that we ever dwell in the eyc of a Por-
sonal God; that the very seerets of our
heart are open before Him; that lie
alene can determine how many more
beats our heart will give, and how many
more hours we shall possess this tite, aml
all that gladdens it or makes it sad to our
eyes ,tlmt He alone can determine where
and how we are to live atter death; and
that every attempt to escape trom  His
all-seeing eye, to questioa His supreme
authority, and to resist His absolute dis-
posal of us—all arguments, threats, blas-
phemics, reasonings—are utterly useless
‘and vain to alter the fact of His complete
possession of us and ours, and is right
to dispose of us as He thinks proper
Now, this fact of the government of
God, if truly believed in, must give rise
to earnest questionings regarding its
character. ‘Lo know merely that a per-
sonal God reigns, will by no means of
itself make 2 man happy. For no one

could possibly rejoice in the thought. and .

welcome it, though he were compelied
to submit to it, until he knows the moral
principles of the divine government, und
how these affeet the goud and happiness
of man. Blere power terrifies, and the
more irresistible it is, the more terribie,
uantil we know Ao tiis power is to be
exercised. Is it a demon power, or a
holy power? Is it eternally and univer-
sally on the side of right or wrong?
What has love and merey. justicr, good-
ness, and truth to do witk it ?* Are those
iis unerring guides, or shall cruelty and
injustice move its sceptre 7 It is when
such questions s these become not spe-
culative ones, but questions of life and
death, and ot such interest to ug, that all
otbers fade before them, that the fnward
ear catches up with joy the words, « The
ceptre of thy kingdom is a seaptre of
Sighteousness,” “Thou lovest rizhteous-
r
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ness,” and sends them to the heart, where
they are clasped /s the voice of eternal
rigit ; and to the spirit, where they are
adored s the beauty of holiness : and to
the nopes and longings of men, where
they arerejoiced in as containing the as-
sucance of everlasting zaod and joy to
the universe of God.  “The Lord reign-
eth; let the earth be glad ! For “the
seeptre of thy kingdom is « vight sceptre.”
¢ Thou lovest righteousness and hatest

tniquity.”
G “loves  righteousness”  God
looks upon a man as heis. He deals

wuh living persons—with their words,
witle thewr aciions.  Saints and sinners
are naked before Him; and the saint will
be tried by the same rule (and by a strie-
ter rule, it possible) us the sinner.  God
does look on each man just as he is; and
I{e o ws ~ee the sins of the saint—his
sins of lip, and of heart, and of temper—
Just as they are in all their vileness, even
as Jesus looked on Peter just as he was,
when {le said, * Get thee behind me,
Satan.” or on that night when Peter
~went out and wept bitteily”  He will
see ‘us as we are in judgment, and He
sees us exactly as we are now, cven
when justified by Christ’s righteousness,
and accepted in Him. He loves right-
eousness in us and hates the iniquity.
* Let us no man deceive you by vain
words”  Right and wrong are eternal;
and Jesus never lived or died in order
that <in should be anything else thansin
in a goo 1 man, or righteousness anything
else than righteousness ; and no robe of
righteousness will so conceal from the
righteois God the wrong of a Moses, or
ofa David, orof a Peter, that e shall
not hate it, or so alter the nature ot
thing< that He shall not be pleased with
what i< most del ightful to Him.

Further, God rewards righteousness.
Here i+ a word at which some mea start ;
but we hiave to do not with words, bu
with facts ; and the fact is, that God does
“reward us according to our righteous-
ness and  the cleanness of our hands,»



