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scribe it better than by giving an ex-
tract taken haphazard from its pla ges.
The hero and his friend have just loft the
houEe to start for an afternoon walk.

"'Scarce had our feet touehed the sidewaik
when, with the exclamation, « Get ont youi ras-
callion !' Joues executed a pas seul, and theii
lay sprawling on the ground; and the stoali boy
-whose sied as it slid swiftly down the board
walk muv friend hall vaiuly endesvored to avoid
-glied mierrily ou. As I whi8ked the siuow

off', Joues in wrathful accents consigued the
juveuile to a place beyoo d the possible limits of
frost. and exclairned:

"'l'Il sue tie (ity for allowing the rond to
be in such a beastly state. Corporations are
houinî to keep the street in a proper condition.
go that the lives and boues of passers-by will
uot be endangered.'

' Trac,' I replied, 'but the wtcidetît was flot
wholly c.însel by the slipperiness of the pave-
!tent ; the tuulawfoil aud careless act of the boy
,in coasting had soîuething to do with your over-
throw ;aud in the exotetly sixnilar case of AIrs.
Siiepherd it 'vas decided that the city was Ijot
hiable., '

1 tell vonl ail towus aud cities must keep
their highways sud streeth in repair, s0 that
they are without obstructioas or structural de-
fects which inay endauger the safety of travel-
lers, audî are suflleieutly level and sniooth, aud
guarded bv- railings whea neceeaary, to euable
people, hy the exercise of ordiîîary care, to move
&bout with safety sud couvenieuce.' t

"' Yuu repeated that sentence very well and
with great enuphasis. It is quite correct iii a
general way that highways, streets aud side-
W4slks should lit ai l tjime'. be' safe sud col)verdn-
nit, buOt the-î regard mîust be liad to the locality
aud inteudeil u-ses : Towîîs are liable ouly for
injuries raused by defects and obstructions for
wblch they uriglt be iudicted. il Th.y dIo flot
insure the safety of ail usig sidewalks in the
depths of ofir northeru Winters ;§ and it bas
been t-xpres3ly decidel that the Inere existence
no' a little ic' on the walk iq nu evideuce of se-
tionable uegligenve :ff the slipperiness of the
ice, ii the walk is properly coustriicted sud free
from accumulations of snov, will flot give those
who fail a riglit t-ý sute a city with success.**
Otie must Lri) gingerly sud with due care ou such
occiona'ft

.Aý-ii very fille,' said folles, ' but whien my
friend Clapp, in walking along thre streets of the
City of Providence, uit iseht, felu ou soute ice
aud broke his thigh, lie recovered dain.iges.'

1'Yes, 1 renuember ; but then there wa.s a
ridge of ice and s,îow, bard trodden, iii the cen-
tre of the sidewalk, whicli was considered sucli
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Ian obstacle as the city should have remove&"*
And'

cf"ýEre I had completed my sentence the hour
ofuy doom bal struick, sud 1 wus as white as

ever miller was; an avalanche of snow slid off
al rouf sud thundered dowa on rny devoted head.
Joues witlh à smirk asked me if 1 was gning to
sue for dainages. Sadli-, as I twisted mny head
slowly round sud niodded first to riglit sud then
to left, to sec if Vie vetebroe were ail in working
order, I replied:

' Ah; n! I cannot do su with success.+
It's a case of damnum absque injuria."

"'Ho 1ho l lauhed inv cubupanion
'strong lanlguage bot no wonuder.'

'if the owner of the bouse had left the ice
and snow there for an unusual and nreasonable
time after hie knew of its prescuce sud nîight
have reinoved it, he probably would have beeu
liable 10 me,, or, if that old swuing hall fallen
ou îue,1j or if that lamip hianging over Snl's
Arms' door had lighited on miy cruwu, produciug
au extra bump, for the edification of Fowler sud
Wells sud the savants of that ilk, I miglit have
got somethiug in the first case out of the city;
in the other from the iaudlord.§ Or if oue of
thuse barrels had rolled ont of that warebonse,
sud, thurnping against your legs, bad brought
you dlown, you miglit have sued the merchaut. ¶

' Look lit that pour old woiuan ; she will
corne to grief most asssuredly.'

lkBf ire ns toddled au agetl granny, assistiug
hier septuagenarian extreinities with an antique
looking unubrella, of n color kuown to this life.
It was of a 'flabhy habit of waist, sud seemed
to be in need of stays, looking as if it liad served
the obi daine for long ycars as a cupboard at
hume, as a carpet-bag abroad.'

' Sn feeble a persou shouid not lie out iu
sucb slippery weatlîer uuattended ;* people
should exercise collinun prudence. One who
lias pour sigbt should take greater care ini walk-
ing the streets than onse in full enjoyment of
hier facultiq. .1tt

1'I faocy the lcast obstacle or hole would
upset her,' said Tomi.

' 'A zd if ahle did sturuible over a smaîl irupe-
diment she could[ not sue the city for damages.
Su the court held where a man fell over the
linge of a traip-door projecting a couple of
juches above tbe sidewal k in a village.= But
thc degree of repair inu which the walks must
be kept depends ueusiderably uipou the local-
ity;- one uuay reasonably expect better pave-
ments in a city than in a village; sud so in
Boston where an iron box four iuches sq1uare,
set in a sidewalk by a gas company, lbad a rcrn

roujected an iuch above the level. the city was
edrsporusible for injuries caused by it.'Ii
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