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In or(Ier Io -guard agaînsti msceuuiprehlensin 01 1 nust muention herc
that îîitraîcs altholîgh fairly stale eomploullcs, arc 1101 absoluîely !such ;
b)utiiiay,i under <ertaini conditionis,lbe.again resolved into aiiiiionia or
niitrogen.

io. 1 have already referred tu the universal eniloynient of corn-
mon sait as a condiment and preservative ; a fact whicli accounts for its
presence in sewage, and nuakes a scarch for it in water analy!;is a very
important stel) iii the C\attiii.itioi. 'llit: readiness %vitl hà hid minute
traces of kitchen sait cati bc recogniized %vill be evident to you fronti
this expetriimucut. Wh*len nitrate of silver solution is added tu this solu-
tion of chromiate of l)otashi, a few drops of this weak solution is suftkcient
to, produce a decidedly reddishi tint, dite to the brighît red chroniate of
silver forîned in the re-action, the Isirticles being stispenided throughi
the water in the tube. 1 -wilI now repeat the experirnent, taking the
prec.aution, to add a very sniaîl ainount of conumnion sait tu the chroinate
solution, before adding the silver, drop b>' drop, for a very long time
without producing any red colour in the liquid , in fact, no chroinate of
silver 'viii be pernmanently formed until enough silver bas been added
to decompose the conîmon sait present. On this principle is based a
rnethod by which we cari detect less than i part of salit in i million
parts of water. Wherever sewvage 15 present chlorides will be found.
In the four wells whose nitrates indicated past sewvage contamination,
the chiorine ini chlorides %vas found to be 148, 134, 65 and r43 parts
pier million respectively. A large nunxhcr of Igood wells whose analyses


