
In point of utility, and as a vast reservoir of piower, coal takes the
lead amongst minerais wvhich aid developnîent. Its energy is a fraction
-of the solar heat and liglit diffused on the trc ferns and giant tropical

growtli of the cai'boniferous era, ages before man, whichi is again partly
restored iii combustion. Wherever coal cxists, there is, or will be, de-
velopnient, and to its presence is due the existnce of niany a great
industrial towîî. Takeé the Lowlands of Scotland and the inýtuîflictui'--
ingt districts of England for an exaniple. France, Belgium and part of
'Germany are hives of industry overlying, coai fields, and a network of
railways biiding thein togetiier, aids ini developing nmanufactures of ail
kinds, wvitli ever increasing, sticcess.

The coal depositq of A mei'ica, and their associated iron, have
covered the Easternx States w~ith factories and railways, and yet the
.story is told, that scarce one bunclred years have elapsed since a
wandeving limiter iii Peiuisylvania built a fireplace of stoîies iii a Ionely
valley, and 'vas astonislied to ýsce bis heartli taking fire fronm the humi-
ina brtishwood. ihat wvas the fiî'st discovery of the great Appalachîîan
-coal field, anid, if I mistake not, our own fellowv-tow'nsmian, Professor
'Macoun, iii his 'vandering, ov'er the prairies in scai'ch of bis favorite
plants, near Cr-oNfoot, accidentally found, inuch ini the sanie wvay, wbat
are no'v the coal mines of the Saskatcbewan district iii oui' Nortlîwest.

.s long as coal niaintaijîs the pre&mincnce as the source of poerî, tuie
nations owning, coat regions nmst nmaintain a supreniacy. As in the
ýcoiuise of venturies the supply fails iii the countries nov producing it,
se the sezit of commerce wili changel to wvhere coai bas yet been linde-
v'eloe(, anîd the land of the Celestials (China), -%vlose coal d101 osits are
satid even to cast America- into the shade, %vill and miust becoune tlie
centre of comimerce. Tien civilization wvill have traversed the globe to
-recomnmence in the East.

Fet'oleunî, accidenta1ly discovered 'vhilst boî'ing, foi' brine. to the
intense disgust of the borer, lias te a -%vonderfiil dcgree dcveloped many
large and important towvns; but a rival treads liard on its liceis, and
before liquîid fuel has displaced, tlîe solid it is itself tlîieatened by gas.
Pennsylvania, Ohio and JIndiana 'are using gas wvbere petroletim and
coal former]y maintained the sway. Iron is meltecl ,glass manufactured,
and steani maised for factories, towns ]ighîted, and bouses heated by


