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~hici tîey cling for support as the ivy ta the granite ivalls of
sonie antique mansion. Ewil-intent rutlers nmay by coercive
ineasuires prevent tli,: free uise of thiat rihbut they cannot destroy
it anvmore thian the laws that gave it e\xi.stetnce. Thiat paternal
rigrlit of teacl'ing- and educatingy is not liowever absolute. Parents
possess riot tie moral liberty ta teachi their childi en actording ta
their own fi-ee wvilI nor ta have thien taugla t by whiomsoever they
desire, if thecir wish or choice be unreasonable. They cannoe,
without being guilty of the greatest breachi of ilîcir duty,
inculcate vice and error. With regard ta the teaching
of their children, parents have the righlt ta imipart, titlher thenisel-
vTes or by means of others, only a lawful and moral knowvledge
whicli rio-lt is however under the supervision and contrai of the
religiaus and the civil authorities in tlie spiiere of their respective
attributions. And sa mnust it be ; for though it is possible for
parents ta be in the rio-lat order establishied b' IDivine Providence
and the State nat ta be, me niust admit it impossible
for the State ta bc in the right order if parents are not.
For if the constituent parL.'% of i~ State-the families-are flot
sound, how cani the w l-teState-be in the riglit order P
In aur first hypothesis, that is ta say, if -we suippose the
State ta be %valking in the wvrong path, she cannot exercise lier
authority wvithi regard to education. But iii the latter case lier
interv'ention is necessarN ;vet she must not reach beyond her
grasp. If thcru w I.rIe "- and unfortunately there are-nien wvho
myould flot allot to thieit children a suflicient share of Christian and
Catholie nc eg would it not necessarilv fali ta the lot of those
who, preside iii thie sehools to apply a strang rernedy against suchi
parental malice and negligence ? "~justice and humranity, demnand
it. W'xnot. then, say the sanie ingi of the StateP Has slhe flot
the inalienable right to claimi for Lhildren the education necessary
ta fit thein for future honest citizenbship ? But ta came back ta aur
point :parents arc called bw Divine Providence ta give their
children flot only the sustentation necessary for their physical life
but atls-o that necessary ta form and fortify their intelligence.

*I.ls I-olinl' ope Leo XII iii a letter adressed to Cardinal La 'Valitta.
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