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which they cling for support as the ivy to the granite walls of
some antique wmansion. LEvil-intent rulers may Dby coercive
measures prevent the free use of that right, but they cannot destroy
it anymore than the laws that gave it existence. That paternal
right of teaching and educating is not however absolute.  Parents
possess not the moral liberty to teach their childien according to
their own free will nor to have then taught by whomsoever they
desire, if their wish or choice be unreasonable. They cannot,
without being guilty of the greatest breach of their duty,
inculcate vice and error.  With regard to the teaching
of their children, parents have the right to impart, either themsel-
ves or by means of others, only a lawful and moral knowledge ;
which right is however under the supervision and control of the
religious and the civil authorities in the sphere of their respective
attributions. And so must it be; for though it is possible for
parents to be in the right order established by Divine Providence
and the State not to be, we must admit it impossible
for the State to be in the right order if parents are not.
For if the constituent parés of a State—the families—are not
sound, how can the wliole—the State—be in the right order?
In our first hypothesis, that is to say, if we suppose the
State to be walking in the wrong path, she cannot exercise her
authority with regard to education. But in the latter case her
intervention is necessary ; yet she must not reach beyond her
' —and unfortunately there are—men who
would not allot to theit children a suflicient share of Christian and
Catholic knowledge would it not necessarily fall to the lot of those
whao preside in the schools to apply a strong remedy against such
parental malice and negligence 2 " Justice and humanity demand
it.  Why not. then, say the same thing of the State? Has she not
the inalienable right to claim for children the education necessary
to fit them for futurc honest citizenship ? But to come back to our
point: parents arc called by Ihivine Providence to give their
children not only the sustentation necessary for their physical life
but also that necessary to form and fortify their intelligence.
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