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Onie cf the most useful papers at the
necent meeting of the Presbyterian Council
was'that read by Dr. Munro Gibson on the
wcak and strong points of Pesbytcrian polity.
The Docton began by saying that as they
were ah friends he would lay eut bis stnengtl
on the weakness. Had h. been addnessing
an audience cf Episcopalians on Methodists
Do doubt he would bave put the strong points
cf bis cbunch befone'theni in the most attrac-
tive style imaginable. Dr. Gibson is a strong
man, ne of the strongest alI-round miùisters
Iu London ; he is an bonest man and being
botb stroag and honest he could afford tc
deal candidly with the weak points of the
denomination te which he belongs. The old
weakling yell, IlHe's runnin'down the church,'
or "he's praisen' the Piscopals," or "lthe
Methodists,'" bas no terrons for Dr. Gibson
and sbould net bave for anybody. The besi
friend cf Pnesbyteriauism i5 Dot the Man who
shows bis love for bis churcb by abusing otber
denominatiens, non is he the man wbo refuses
te sec any weak points ln bis own cburcb,
nom yet the man wbo vould rathen sec bis own
chunch sufer than adopt any good thing bis
neighbours may bappen te have. The best
friend cf Pnesbyterianism is the man wbo can
sec the weak points in the polity cf bis ' hurcb
and suggest semething to improve tbem.
One man with a gond suggestion for strength-
ening a weak point is wortb several hundred
Who can do nothing better thari talk about
"the fathens."

Dr. Gibson, in common witl Most
tbcugbtfül, observant men, tbinks that lack cf
proper supervision is crie of the weakest
points lu the Pnesbyterian systes. So
impressbd was'he witb the fact that he rccom-
mended the appointment of an officiai whose
duty it weuld be te go anound among the
bretbren, give thcm help and counsel, stimu-
late the congregations and torie up things
generally. We anc writing entirely from
memory and. bave ne means at tbis moment to
venify our statements, but ualess cur memory
is a long way bebind its average, the fore.
goiug is the substance o! what the London
Docton said on the matter cf supervision.

Of course, the Docter did flot say we
sbouid bave a bisbop. He is ton much cf a
Scotchman and a U. P. to use that word, but
he certainly did show that some kind cf sup-
ervision is needed oven and above that givon by
an average Presbytery. Is there a caudid,
intelligent Presbyterian lu Ontario, net hope-
lessly wedded te eld forms,on hopelessly prej u-
diced against any change, wbo dees Dot feel the
force of Dr. Gibso's's position. Who bas Dot
scen violent ruptures cf the pastoral tic that
might bave becu prevcnted by timely counsel
and heip, who bas net kuova mninisrçrs that
migbt have been kept off the rocks
by a few words froni a vise, fatbcrly ministen
whese advice on admonition would b. noue
the wcrse for having a backgreund cf officiai
authority. Is there a congregatien lu the
cbuncb that might net be impreved by a few
hints from the right kind cf a man. Is there
on. that migbt net b. teued up by a visit from

Moderator, that neyer visit a coagregation

until its affairs bave gone bopelessly wrong,
these Presbyteries would, of course, lead o£
in tbe defence of tbeir fondamental rigbts
Tben tbere would be the usual speeches aboui
"use and wont" and "ultra vires"~ and
"lincompetent" and ahl that sort of tbing, and
of course the proposaI would be voted down.

Tbere is always one feature in sucb cases
e that can neyer be explained. Tbe men who

il need belp most and wbose congregations
e would be most benefitted by judicious super-

F- vision are usually tbe men wbo most violently
y oppose any change in the direction of im-

à provement.
9 Supervision of tbe kind indicatedI by Dr.

9 Gibson is of course out of tbe question in
s Canada, except in tbe large mission flelds.

*Tbe cburcb would flot bave it, no matter bow.
9 mucb good it migbt do.

5 Wbat is tbe next best thing ? Supervision
9 of tbe rigbt kind by the bisbops we bave.
5 Why sbould not ̂ the Presbytery in a kindly,

Christian way,say to eacb crie of its members:
"Brother, how are you getting on in this con-

gregation of ours? Hlow do tbey use you?
Do tbey give you reasonable belp ? Are you

t reasonably comfortabîe ? Is your worl4
making reasonable progress? Any special
difficulties or bindrances ? Ariything we c'au

r do to help yoÙ ?" What pastor worth v of
the name would object to a visitatton of that
kind.

Non would any decent Presbyterian con-
gregation object-to a proper examination into
its affairs by Presbyterial visitors in wbomn
they bad confidence. The fact is, that most of
tbem would rather like it, and the less they
liked it the more they would need it.

Would congregations insist on finding
their own supply during vacancies if tbey anid
their Preshyteries were on better visiting
tcrms. How did 50 many congregations, and
some of thbe het cnes too, leamu to look upon
the Pnesbytery somewhat in tbe ligbt of a
hostile' body tbat tbey hear from only
when tbere is sometbing wrong or wben
money is needed. Good Presbyterians were
neyer bora with that sort of feeling. How does
it corne about tbat the business side of churcb
work is almost the onîy one ever heard of in
too many Presbyteries ? Would flot the busi-
ness, the Lord's business, be better donc if
the spiritual side bad more prominence.

Suggestions for cbanges in our system
corne fronai quarters that demand and must
bave attention. The suggestion of tbis
corner is to put more industry and brains and
conscience into tbe system wé bave.

NO TABLE CHRIS TMAS DA YS.

BT REV. W. 8. M'TAVTSH, B.D., ST. GEORGE.

Wben scanairig the page of history one is
surprised to flnd bow large a number of not-
able events bave transpired on Christmas day.
Some of these bave been quite iri barmony
with the day-a day which speaks of peace on
eantb, good-will to men ; others again bave
been utterly at variance witb it. Wc shal
pass a number of botb classes under review.

About the middle of the second century a
sad Christmas day was witnessed by a num-
ber of Christians in the Catacomtbs of Rome.
Whilc thcy were thete celebrating the festival
of the Nativity, a command was given by that
pbilosophic emperor, Marcus Aurclius, to
slaugbter tbem. The awful command was

Ireach the Cbristmas day 6sf the-year 36o.0. n
that day Liberius, Bisbop of Rome, consecrat-
ed Marcella as a nun. It would seeni as il

Zthat were a time of great rejoî-cing, and thata

ff great crowd bad corne to wituess the cere-
. miony, for as the Bisbop addressed ber be said
t " Tbou seest wbat great multitudes are corne

d to the birtb.festivaî of the Bridegtoom."
d Leaving the ecclesiastical history of Romne

1. and turnirig to that of Ireland, we find a ne-
s mnarkablc Christmas day nefermed to tbere. It

* was on that day, about the close of the fifth
'S century, altbough the exact day cannot be

-be ascertained, tbat Patrickr, in the presence
y o! a large company wbo bad been brought
-into the cburcb tbrough bis instrumentality,

gave to the word bis famous hyma, " Christ
be witb me."

Il Wbat a glad Christmas tbat mât have been
at Rbeims, in 496, wben Clovis, king of the

V Franks, and 3,000 Of bis warniors wcme baptized
in the grand old catbedraî there 1 The motives
c f Clovis and bis men in recei ving the

-ordinance cannot be commended, but cer-
tainly notbing was left undone to make
the scene a magnificent and impressive
one. No wonder thene was great rejoicing,

?for sucb a scene bad neyer been witncssed
ulthere before and probably neyer wili be again.

c The twcnty-flftb of December, in the year
1800, is by fan the best known Christmnas of themiddle ages. The people of modern Europc

bave seldom bad the privilege of beboldi ng
tsucb a scene as was presented on that mem-orable day. It was on that day that Char.
*lemagne, the mighty conqueror, was crowried

witb great pomp and circumstance by Pope
Leo, at Aix-la-Chapelle.

It is a very noteworthy fact tbat the flrst
*Norman king wbo reigned ini England was

crowned on a Cbristmas day. On the twenty-
flfch of December, in the vear io66, William
tbe Conqueron was crowned by Archbishop
Ealdred in Westminster Abbey.' The day
was marked, bowever, Dot only by a corona-
tion, but by a most egregious blunder. It
seems that, tbougb the Englisb signified by
shouts their asserit to the ceremnory wbicb was
then procecding, their shouts were tbought by
the Normans to be those of denision. The
outcome was tbat the Normans set fire to the
buildings around the Abbey ; the people rush-
cd eut to save their property ; the ceremoay
was hastily concluded ; the king was left
almost alone at tbe place cf coronation and
general disorder prevailed. Thus the day
wbich opened 50 bigbtly was soon sbrouded

. in gloom and borror.
From a political stand-point the Cbristmas

day of thc year 1688 was the strangest that
the English people ever witnesscd. Two days
previously, James 11. had abdicatcd, and Wil-
liam 111. bad flot yet reacbed Enriland-in.
deed, bad not yet been invited to corne. Thus
the English people werc that day witbout a
king. 0f course, duririg the days of the Com-
monwealth they were ini a similan case, but on
this particular Christmas day there was no crie
who could be really looked upon as an admin-
istraton in the rcalrn. May this peaceful an.
niversary corne and go-yes, corne and go
times without numbèr, before the Englisb na-
tion shaîl again pass tbrcugh a sirnilar expeni -
cacel1

Two very important eveats are connected
with the Christmas of 1786, and it is also ne-
markable that they both relate te missions.
It was on that day that William Carey, tbe
great Baptist missionary, and Charles Grant,
one of the founders cf the Church Missioriary
Society, flrst formally set forth their views on

beat received, in fervois of reflected love, anid
should pour the rest beneflcently on ail
a ound,

[D)ec. ioth, 1893.

a A WORD OF WARNZNG.

BT REV. J. A. MACDlONALD, ST. THOMAS.

Your plain words about the Protestant'
Protective Association are bopeful and en-

couraging. The tirne las surely corne for
sucb a protest. 'Protestants who have readbistory witb an open eye, who can measur.
modern movements, and who can distinguish

tbetween tbings that differ, are beginning to
feel silence intolerable when it is talcen to
mean acquiesence. It is now more than a
Vear since I learned *of the organizition and
tactics of this association in western Ontario.
At that time 1 warned mv people that Ilthe
borns and hoof of a new popery bad appear.
ed over the doorstep of the Churcb of God."
Further experience bas only confirmed that
judgment.

But 1 do not now write taoexpose the essen.
tial popery and inherent jesuitism of the P. P.
A., or to protest against men wbose land-
moutbed IlProtestantisrn" far exceeds their
practical Christianity being allowed to trade
on the Protestant name. I would do a far
more distasteful task. TalIing a concrete ex-
ample, 1 wish, if it is flot already too late, to
warn our ministers and people and sucb of the
general public as may bear my warning, against

-one of the worst frauds, one of the most dang.
erous agents of palitical and social strife and
moral corruption, that, whether as journalist
or preacber, 1 have ever corne in contact with.
It is with extreme reluctance that 1 write a
name sO redolent of ail moral rottenness as
Margaret L. Shepherd. Were it flot that she
is taking advantage of the silence which sucb
reluctance bas secured, and were she flot aI-
ready notorious throughout the country, 1
would still be content with the warning given
my own cofigregation in April last. But noth-
ing cabi now give ber notoriety4 and sbe bas
sa unsexed berself as ta forfeit the protection
wbîch makes womanhood sacred.

It was in the early spring of the- present
year that she flrit visited St. Thomas, London,
Woodstock and neigbboring towns. So profit-
able did she flnd ber enterprise that she worlc-cd it with enthusiasm and vigor. lu each of
these cities she reaped the benefit of a strong
anti-Catholic feeling and made good use of the
P. P. A. movement. At first she gave out
that she bad been a nun, and told suggestive
stories of ber bad birth and dissolute lité. She
found, as she inds everywhere, well-meaning
but panicky Protestants who believed the
stories, that would now be willingly forgotten,
about priests' letters found in strange places,
rifles and amrnunition stored away in Catholic
cburch cellars, and a general Protestant mas-
sacre arranged for the 27tb of September las.t.
These gave beed to ber words and emptied
tbeïr purses in response to ber appeals. Some
weak-minded men and women were fascinated,
morally hypnotized, by ber strong'personality
and smooth speech. Others followed ber for
filthy lucre's sake. Masculinity was given to
ber cause by tbose who found .she could serve
their turn and help tbem toaumunicipal or par-
liamentary positions. And wben it was wbisp-
ered that ber record is sbady, anotber class,
found in everv city, gatbered together like
vultures ta the carcase. Tbese Illewd fellows
of tbe baser sort" are always attracted by the
brazen impudence of a w-2an-h1 dries-

sentences from letters now before mne, neceiv-
cd recently from men and womnen whose namnes
are a guarantee for trutb and prudence. Tbey
are frigbtfully damning. It seems a startling


