472

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

PUBLISHED BY THE

Preshyterian Printing & Publishing Co,, Ltd

AT 5 JORDAN ST., TORONTO.

Terms, $2.00 per annum in advance.

ADVERTISING RATES.—Under s months, 15 cents

r line per insertion ; 3 months, $1.00 per line ; 6 months,
575 r Fue; 1 year, 5. No advertisement charged at
less than five lines.
advertisements taken.

The Gumada Lreshpteviaon

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, MANAGER.

None other than unobjectionable

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26TH, 1893,

Some men who profess to have great
difficulty in believing the Bible, seem to
find no difficulty in believing that the

Toronto Street Railway Company wish to -

run Sunday cars mainly, if not exclusively,
for the benefit of the labouring classes.

In a letter written at the time,
the Rev. John Ryerson states that, when
he and the Rev. Mr. Brough waited on
Sir George Arthur, and asked for a re-
prieve for lLount and Matthews, thut
worthy official stated he had given the
matter his ‘“serious and prayerful con-
sideration,” and had conciuded to send
these patriotic men to the gallows.
Let no decent man again use the phrase,
“prayerful consideration.”

The most pretentious fraud of modern
times, is the professional friend of the
w’orkingman. When he wants the work-
ingm:m‘s‘ vote, he always brings forward
some scheme about work and wages. If
he sees a chance to make money out of
the workingman by some form of Sabbath
desecration, he is suddenly seized with a
desire to give the workingman and his
poor wife and children some fresh air on
Sunday. When the votes are polled, or
the mouney made, the professional friend
takes n rest, and the workingman works
on as usual.

Some years age, we heard a civil ser-
vice dude, in Ottawa, describe the Hon.
Mr. Laird, of Prince Edward’s Island, as
a ‘“mere Presbyterian elder.”” Dudedome
at Ottawa must be suffering in bo;c.h
flesh and spirit to know that a mere
Presbyterian elder will soon be Governor-
General. Worse than that, the com-
ing elder’s wife is said to be a pronounc-
ed temperance woman, who may possibly
shut off the supply of free champagne.
1f that old Parliamentary hand, Glad-
sone, does not soon die, the British Em-
pire will be turned upside down.

What right has any editor, lawyer,
business man, or ward politician to
speak for the workingmen of Toronto?
When did they commission their numer-
ous would-be representatives to speak for
them? Are the wage-earners of this
city so hopelessly imbecile, or so deplor-
ably ignorant, that they cannot make
their wishes known  themselves? Sen-
sible people ought to know that nine
‘out of every ten men in, Toronto whg pro-
fess to speak for the working classes,
were never asked to do so, and are not
thanked for their palns. With unblush-
ing assurance, they have elected them.
selves the spokesmen of the workingmen.

A few weeks ago all thé infidels, anar-
chists, Sabbath-desecrators, and general
scalawags in the United States, joined in
a general cry to open the Columbian Ex-
position on Sabbath. They were .ably
seconded by the secular press, by the
railroads, and by everybody im and around
Chicago, who hoped to make any money
out of the Sunday opening. The whole

army professed to be fighting for the
labouring man. They wanted the poor
wage-earner to.see the show, and as

he could not go and see it on week-
days, they were bound he should have
a chance on Sabbath. The gates were
opened, but there was just one little
difficulty. The workingman didn’t want
to go. He never asked that the gates
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should be opened, and when they were
opened by fraud, he did not goin. The
respectable workingmauan of Chicago knows
his own business.

The order-loving portion of the Brit-
ish Ewmpire will feel relieved when the
British House of Commons adjourns. Busi-
ness has not been conducted by the
mother of Parliaments during the last
few weeks in a manner that sheds lus-
tre ou British history. The fact is, some
of the scenes remind one of the good old
times when high Canadian statesmen used
to threaten to assault George Brown
down in the old ramshackle buildings on
Iront. Street. We doubt very mueh if
there are any members in the Canadian
slouse of Commons, who would insult any
old man of eighty-four, as some Lnglish
gentlemen (?) insuited Gladstone, in the
lobby of the House of Commons the other
day. Let us hope that there are no
Canadian M. P.s who would be guilty
of such ruffianism, i they were sober,
and very few even if drunk. Except in
matters of ‘‘boodle,”” the alleged superi-
ority of the average English M. P. over
the Canadian, is largely a myth.

When that brilliant son of Canada,
the late Thomas Moss, was a candidate
for West ‘Toronto, he settled the
workingman ery in a style that stopped
it for that contest. The ery was being
used against him, and Mr. Moss disposed
of it by showing that there were just
seventeen men—if we rightly remember
—in Toronto who lived without labour,
and his oppounent was ome of them. All
the electors, with the exception of these
seventeen, had to work with hand or
brain. The same point might be made
in the present contest. How many of
those who patronizingly speak for what
they call the labouring classes, can live
without labour themselves. - There is
grim humour in hearing a lawyer, who
has te work every hour of the day to
earn his salt, or an editor who has hard
work to rub along on sixteen hours a
day, talking loftily about the wage-
earners they want to carry to the fresh
air on Sunday. The faet is, that in tairly
gooil times an industrious wage-earuner can
afford to goto the island, or one of the
parks on Saturday afternoon, very wmuch
better than many of the people who proiess
to represent them in this campaign for
Sunday cars. An industrious,
wage-earner can aiford to spend as much
on his family as hundreds of shop-keepers
can afford to spend om theirs. He can
afford to take them to piaces of recrea-
tion very mmuech better than some proies-
siona. peopie can afford the same iuxury.
The fact is, nearly all honest men in Can-
ada are workingmen.

The following paragraph from a re-
cent lecture by Principal MacVicar, ex-
plodes one of the current fallacies about
creeds, as well as anything we have seen
for a long time. :~

Ilvery man has a creed of some sort—
written or unwritten. The person who
has not, is an imbeczile or lunatie; because
to Dbelieve is to act; and the man who
believes nothing, and does nothing, is
good for nothing. He is simply a burden
upoa human sotiety, to be teunderly cared
for, on account of his helplessness. The
Agnostic has his creed. He may reject
and’ bitterly denounte Calvinism, Armini-
anism, and all other isms; but in reject-
ing them ali he clings tenaciously to his
own melancholy ism; he may glory in
ignorance and his utter inability to know
anything wich certitude, ,and emphasize

the poverty of his capoeity and resources.

The Materialist has his creed. His great
point 48 to get quit of spirit—whether
tinite or infinite—and to place himself on
4 level with the beasts that perish.
T‘\e Deist, the Pantheist, the Buddhist,
thz Contuian, and the Atheist—all have
their creeds. While some of them deny
very much, yet they all believe certain
dogmas. The human mind refuses to rest
in an absolute negation. The Physicist
has his creed—more elaborate and couw-
plicated than the Westminster Conies-
sion of I'aith—containing hundreds, if not
thousands, of dogmas, laboriously con-
structed by centuries of observation. And
who can tell how many worthless theo-
ries had to be endured and discarded

belfore his true dogmatic results were
reached? '

frugal,

What the alleged liberal brother ob-
jects to, is not so much a creed as a
formulated, written creed. He wants his
creed left in a loose kind of form, so that,
like the western candidate, he can say
“theni’s my sentiments, but if they do
not suit, they can easily be changed.”

The Herald and Presbyter has this
to say about a kind of discussion that

we believe has done no little harm to
our Home Mission and Augmentation
Funds :—

A good deal has been said recently
about the undue multiplication of ¢hurzh-
es in many of our Western towns. The
dear brethren who deplore the exis-
tence ol denominational lines, have done
0o small harm to the cause of Home Mis-
slons, by crying piteously against multi-
plication of churches, as if money were
wastel in fruitless and sinful demomina-
tional rivalry. But the facts are, that
there has been very slight ground for
complaint in this direction. Dr. 0. O.
Brown, a Congregationalist of wide exper-
lence in the West, says, in the Advance,
that, having travelled in most States and
Territories of the Union, personaliy visit-
ing a largeé number of Home Missionary
fields, his observation is that “in few in-
stances have churches been multiplied
beyond the necessities of the case.” ~Con-
tinuing in this strain, he says: “It might
be possible to find some places in which
abuses exist. It would not be impossible
to gather the facts coacerning a number
of such places, and to so state them, and
dwell upon them, as t> make it appear
that the evil is much more prevalent and
prominent than it really is. Some who
have written, with, perhaps, & good in-
tention, have done this. The resulting
disturbance of confidence on the part of
doncrs to our ‘Home Missionary work has
been very great; and in some cases in-
jury has been done, which no presenta-
tion of the facts can repair, because few
of the donors personally visit the fields to
see for themselves. Any man should
hesitate long before exciting distrust
which it will never be possible for him
to allay.”

The only practleal effect the cry about
too many churches, ever had in Canada,
was to provide a half-decent kind of ex-
cuse for peoplie who don’t want to give
anything for Augmentation and Home
Missions. Unite with the Salvation Army
if that is the best thing to do, but
don’t cripple our missions and starve
our own ministers in the meantime.

THE FUTURE OF PRESBYTER-
IANISM IN AMERICA.

Under this heading the Rev. Prof.
Briggs contributes ap article to the July
number of the North Americun Review.
Much the longer part of the paper is de-
voted to the history of Presbyterianism
in the past in America, and makes interest-
ing reading. Its valve as a forecast of
the future would probably be greater,
were there less evidence in it of a some-
what strong ‘bilas in Dr. Briggs well-
known direetion, and of stroag feeling
against those who cannot see just as he
does, and who have recorded their votes
against his views In the last meeting of
the Gemeral Assembly. With regard to
the fwture, two subjects are specially re-
ferred to, mamely, the revision of
the standards of the Church, and
the questions raised by the now famous
inaugural. e traces the blame for the
failure of Revision to the intrigues of the
conservative portion of the Assembly.
But ‘this movement he considers destined
to go on and gather momentum until 1894
or 1895, when by the same course of in-
trigue, by the same parties it will again
be frustrated. ¢ Then,” he says, * will
come a movement which the ecclesiastics
will be unable to control—a strong, ir-
resistible demand of a deceived and oft-
betrayed ministry and people, for suchga
revision of the terms of subseription as
will make it evident to all the world, that
4 tman of the most serupulous conscience
may adbere to the Westminster symbols
as the historic monuments of the Presby-
terian Church without risking his man-
hood under the ecclesiastical domination
of an ultra-conservative faction, which
may think that It can dominate the faith
of the Chureh, or force from the Church
of their fathers, by accidental and worked-
up majorities, minigters more truly ortho-
dox than themselves.”
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But this subject, for the time belng, -
has been overshadowed and lost sight of
by those questions raised by his inaugur-
al address and the doctrines it teaches.
He giveg these as being : (1) The Bible
the Church, and the Reason are histori-
cally three great fountains of divine au
thority ; (2) There may have been errofrs
in the original autographs of Holy Serip-
ture; (3) Moses did not write the Penta-
teuch, and Isaiah did not write half the
book which bears his name; (4) There 18
progressive sanctification in the middle,
state between death and the resurrectioﬂ-"-.
Dr. Briggs justly claims that there s &
constitutional method of adding to OF
taking from the faith of the Church, and
because this in his case has not yet beeB
done, he and those who think with him®
find it still possible to remain within the
Church. Until this, or some such action 18
taken, he does not think disruption pro-
bable. “Tt is probable, rather,” he sa¥ys
“that there will be a series of heresy
trials for several years until the ultra ‘
conservatives exhaust themselves and tire
the patlence of the Church, whed
there will be a reaction so strong, 0
sweeping, so irresistible in its demands
for breadth of thought, liberty of schol-
arship, intelligent appropriation of the
wealth of modern science and the efficacy
of modern methods of work, that the reac-
tionaries will be swept all at once and
forever into insignificance. The onset of
modern scholarship and of scientific meth”
ods of study and of work is ag steady and
sweeping as the march of glacier. It
grinds to powder everything that ob-
structs its path. The Presbyteriad
Church will probably net be seriously hurb
by it; but the ultra-conservative pm'ty
in the Presbyterian Church will be erushed
in due time.” Unfortunately for this trl-
umph when it comes, if it should come
and so far as it may depend upon the 8¢
tion of General Assemblies; Dr. Brigg®
speaks of these bodies in language which
if not contemptucus, is at least, such 88
very greatly to weaken all respect foF
their decisions. But, of course, the cas€
will be altogether altered when the de
cisions of an Assembly accord with the 0
opinions of Prof. Briggs.

Taking a larger view of the Churth
and of its future, the Professor goes 08
to say: “All  American Churches art
in the stream of that tendency which 18
rushing on towards the unity of Christ’®
Church. The hedges which separate the dé’
nominations are traditional theories 889
practices; but they are no longer realitie®
to thinking and working men aand womée®
The liberals of every denomination ©
Christians are more in accord with oné
another than they are with the conservd"
tives in their own denominations. The
problem in the near future is thig : Can the
liberals remain in comfort in thejr severd
denominations, and so become the brid%e®
of Church unity ; dr will they be forced t9
unite in a comprehensive frame of Church
unity  outside the existing denomin®’
tions; or will they rally around the more
liberal communions ? There seems to De
little doubt that the libérals at the pre
sent time are quite comfortable gs Epis
copalians and as Congregationalists, A%
not altogether umcomfortable as Baptist®
and as Methodists, and that there is N°
other denomination in which they are 5¢
uncomfortable as in the Presbylerid®
Church, Tt is possible that they may:
after a year or more of battle for 1ibertys
be compelled to retire from the existing
Presbyterian Church, as has been doB€
twice before In thi: country. But this is 00t
probable at the present time. The 1iberal®
will continue to make themselves as cO®”
fortable as possible during the brief Per
iod of theological war, until a final stru8”
gle may determine their destiny. They
will go on in theological inves
tigation; they will  continue | the
study of the Higher Criticism of
the Holy Scripture; they ill =e€k
more light upon the dark problems of the
future of the earth and man: they wil
continue to seek God through the Church
and through the Reason as well #°
through the Bible: they will remain the
great constitutional party; they will
patient, brave, painstaking and herol®
until the Presbyterian Church becomes 38



