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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MBETINGS.

A congregational meeting in connection with the new Chester
Presbyterian Church, Toronto, was held last week, and another step
taken in organization. The membars of the interim Session ap-

ainted by the Toronto Presbylery were present, and received the
F{ev. William McKinlay, who is in temporary charge of the cunpirega
tion. The following Board of Management was elected : Mesars,
Young, Marshall, Cuthbertson, Macdonald and McKinnon, Mt R
Marshall was elected chairman, and Mr. J. R, Cuthubertson, s-scretary
of the Board. This new congregation is prospering under the charge
of the Rev, Mr, McKinlay.

The first annual congregational meeling of S'. John's Presbyter-
an Church, Gerrard Stieet and Bolton Avenue, Torooto, took
place last week Rev J. McP. Scott, the pastor, occupied the
chair. The report of the Managing Board for 1889 showed very
satisfactory progress in all departments ; the membership, which at
the beginning of the year was twenty seven, has now increased to
seventy, The treasurer’s report showed the total revenue from all
sources to be $1,050, leaving a balance in the treasurer’s hands,

“after all disbursements, of $87 46. The report of the Sunday
school showed the membership to b+ over 300, the average a'tend-
ance being 200, with thirty-two teachers and officers.  The electinn
of managers for the ensuing year resulted as follows - Messts. C, .
Lee, A. Greer, John Gray, R. O'Brien, J C. Walkinshaw, A. Dun-
can, J. Trill, J. Cochrane and Dr. A, F. Mackenzie Votes of thanks
were tendered Miss Warner and Migs Readman for their efforts in con-
nection with the musical part of the service.

At the annual meetiag of Erskine Presbytetian Church, Toronto,
beld last weck, very satisfactory reports of the year’s work were
presented.  The communion roll on the 1st of January, 1889, num
bered 490 names, and the additions during the year were 124,
making a total of 614 members. The building fuad shows a mour-
gage debt of $1,600, at five per cent. interest, and not in arrear.
The weekly offerings for the year amounted to $4.957.34. and the
total income of the congregation was about $8,000. The chict
items of expenditure were the stipend of the pastor, Rev. W, A.
Huater, $2,000 ; Mrs. Smith, $3500 ; orpanist’s salary. $300 ; sex=
ton'’s salary, $250 ; coal account, $231.90; gas account, $95:
water rate, $86.57, avi piinting, $108.  The various socicties in
conneation with the congregation were reported to be in 3 very
prosperous condition.  The William Street Mission has increased in
number and finances during the year. The following members were
added tu the Roard of Management . Messts. Young, Mitchell,
Muir, Miller, Kerr and Dr. Turner, making a total membership of
fifteen. The chaiimain is Mr. John A. Patterson , treasurer, Mi.
John Young ; secretary, Mr. James Robertson.

The annual meeting of Knox Church congregation, Toronto, was
held last week in the lecture room of the church, the pastor, Rev.
Dr. Parsons, presiding. There was a large attendance.  After the
adoption of previous minutes, the secretary read the trustee's finan-
cial report, which showed the expendi‘ure for the vear to be $i12,
889 64, against $11,149 98 receipts, makigg a deficiency of $1,747 66,
which, however, was wholly due 10 two items of unforeseen, extraus-
dinary dishursements in 18889 By a unanimous motion the trus
tees were autharizel to take immediate steps to liquidate this short
age. The report was then passed. The deacons’ report, read by the
chairman, showed that something over $800 had been contributed to
the poor fund during the year, and over $6,000 devoted to other
schemes of the Church.  The outlay on the Duchess Street Mission
for 1889 amounted to $699 83. There were 112 new names added to
the roll of church membership during the year, making the total
number now about 1,000 ; there were thirty deaths, of which thirtsen
were members. Various other reports, the Ladies’ Aid, Young Peo-
ple’s Association, Williog Workers, Sabbath School, etc., not bzing
quite ready for submission at Jast wesk’s meeting, were, on motion,
passed in advance. These, it is understood, all show most encourag-
ing and gratifying results.

The annual meeting of Collepe Street Presbyterian Church, To-
ronto, was held last week. The Rev. Alexander Gilray, pastor,
occupied the chair, and Mr. Beatty acted as secretary.  The manag-
ers’ report on the financial position of the church showed that the
collections during the year amounted to $4.382.15, being $36.95 in
advance of last year , general revenue to buil ding fund, $1,110 ; from
subscribers, $1 616.50; from cancerts, $207.65; from Sunday
School Association, $157.66. Oa September 1, 1889, the Board
converted $1,000 of the debt into 2 flaating debt.  The financial
seport is as follows : Receipts, $4,749.21 ; expenses, $4.659 263
balance on hand, $89.95 ; building fund liabilities for 1889, $24,-
455.54 : Missionary Association receipts, $6332.64 ; payments,
$580.36 ; balance, $52.28. The Session report that 181 members
have joined the Church during the year, while 176 members have
lelt, and formed what is now known as St. Paul’s congregation. The

resent total membership is 702. The managers clected are:
Tessts. D. W. Clark, J. A. Dingwall, C. R. Peterkin, George Gall.
William Clark, J. Alexander, W. P. Elder, W. R. Calloway, Jamss
Calhoun, A. B. Smith, D. T. Gsay, J. Mitchell, Dr. Ferguson, D.
Watson and John McCracken. The number of scholars attending the
Sablath school averapes 400, while the number of names on the rolt
15616. The auditors clected are Messrs. J. S. Brown and J. Brown.
The following additional names have been added to the Session :
Messts. W. McWhinuey. S. Phillips, Thomas Woolley, John Imrie
and W, F. Mitchell. The chairman spoke for some time in favous
of a suggestion for the building of an additional Sunday school
room.

The annual meeting of cho Central Presbyterian Church, Toronto,
was held in the lecture room of the church last week, there being 2
laige number of members present.  After refreshments had veen sar-
taken of in the bLasement, Mr. Robert Donald took the chal and
called upon the secretary, Mr Melville, who read the teport of the
session. The report was very favaurable, and expressed a deep sease
of gratitude to the great Head of the Church for many tokens of bless
ing attending the wotk of the conpregation during theyear. The var-
ious socictics and organizations in connection with the church had
given in their mon'hly reportsto the sessian, with encouraging accounts

.of the work donc atd of the results realized. The membership had
been largely increased, while the attendance of strangers was very
largre cach Sabbath.  The Elizabeth Street mission work was attended
with good results, the services beiog conducted voluntatily by stud
ents and others.  The Sabbath school and Bible class work was also
in a very mll;fzc!oxy state, the attendance daring the past year being
greater than in any previous year in the church’s history.  The church
was also doigg much towards the forcien mission. Two membzrs
of the churqh haddevoted themselves to this work, Miss Mageie Mc
Intosh having gone to the Honan Missivn in connection with the
Foreign Mission Board of the Church, and Mr. Maleslm Fenwick to
Corea, as assistant 1o Mr. Gale. Miss Bella Ross who had been
coanccted with the Sabbath school had just left for China under the
auspices of the China Inland Mission. The number of members re-
ceived into the fellowship of the Church daring the year was cightv-
five,. The removals fzom the Church had been as large as i 1883,
Jeaving a net increase of forty-cight, and making the preseot mem-
bership 450 The managers’ report, dealing with the financial posi
tion o?lhc church, was very satisfactory. Thie debt bad been re-
duced to $4,650. The average weekly collections by eavelope and
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loose contributions amounting to $114, as compared with an average
of $104 last year. The receipts and expenses for the year were :
Receipts, $6,318.25, and eapenses, $6,289.40, leaving a balance on
band of 28.85. The report of the Sabbath™ school showed that there
were 169 names on the roll, and that $261.62 had bLeen collected
during the year for foreign missions. The remander of the bustpess
consisted 1n electing managers fut the present year. The followiny,
were elecied. Dr. Wishart, Messts, R, Dunald, George Paton, A,
Creelnan, P. Campbell, J. Cruoks, R. Spence, W. B. Windrum
and F. Andetson.

The second annual meeting of the Bloor Street Presbyterian
Church, Tosonto, was held in the lecture hall of tho church last week,
and was well attended by the congregation. The pastor, Rev. W.
G. Wallace, M.A., B.D., occupied the chair, and, after prayer and
praise, opened the proceeding with a few well-chusen introductory re-
marks beanng on the work of the church dunng the year.  The
several reports were presented by Mr Willam Davidson, secretary.
The statement of the Sesston was a very satisfactory one, and ex-
pressed gratutication at the very favouranle condition of the church
affairs at the end of ths, the second year of 1ts history.  The report
of the Board of Managers was very encouraging,  The financial
staiement showed the total receypns duning the year to be $4.408.74 5
expenditure, $4,356.19, leaving a balance of $112.55 on hand. The
report of the budding commiutee shuwed that contnbutions amount-
ing to $6,397 had been paid to the buuding fund dunng the year,
thus cleanng off a considerable portion f the building accounts. The
Misstonary Comumittee repurted that $1,605 had bsen contributed
towards their fund, showing that a areat interest is taken by thecon.
gregation in the spread of cvilization and the Gospel among the hea-
then, and that Bloor Street Presbyterian Chusch is well in the van
io the good work, and has many earnest wurkers,  The average at-
tendance of scholars at the Sablath schaol during the year was 389,
teachers, forty three  The folluwing officers were elected fur the
present year - Managers  Messrs. WV illiam Davidson, R. J. Hunter,
Matthew Lanzmann and Andrew Muarhead.  Auditors—NMessss. R.
Doanal? and Juieph Mclatosh.  Tae erectiun of a new church is pro
gressing rapidly, and it is fuily expected w Lz tealy for occupation,
according to contract, in May.

The annual meeting of the congrepation of Si. Andrew's East,
Torunio, was held last week, M. W. D. Gillean prasiding in the ab-
sence of Rev. G. M. Milligan through illness.  The vatious reports
sutimi ted showe the church and the assuciations cunnected with it
to be in a healthy and progresaive siate. The teport submitted by the
Buard uf Managers stated that the receipts for the year ending De-
cember, 1389, anwvunted 1o $9.070.38, which, with the balance car-
ried forward from last year of $0y3 93, makes a total of $9,771.2y.
The disbursements were $9.632.04, leaving 2 balance on haad Janu-
ary 1, 1890, of $138 65. Duriog the year the Board had reduced
the debt $1,000, in addition to paying the yearly interest on the
mortgages, boith out of the ordinary revenue. The deb: on the
church 1s now $17,000.  The Board hope to consolidate the debt
next August at 2 reduced rats of mnterest.  The system of rawising
money for church purposes by envelope was reported to be giving
satisfactiun, and the hupe eapressed thai the envelopes would come
into more gencral use.  Improvements and repaus had been made to
the church during the summer to the extent of about $4,300 ; towards
this fund the sum of $2,246 had so far been subscibed. The Board
recommended that a grant of $8co be made towards St. Enoch's
Mission Church for the comine year, after which 1t 1s expected the
mission will be selfsupporting  The report was adopted. The
Session’s report stated that at ihe close of 1888 the communicants’
roll nambered 493. During 18%9 tweaty-one persons were received
by profession of faith and tfty-cight by letter.  Forty-nine members
left the church during the year and six deaths occurred. The num-
ber of communicants now on the roll is §17.  The auxihiary of the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Societv reported that they had raised
$353 dunng the year and minety-five new members had been added
to theroll.  Great interest had been manifested in mission work at
Indore. Miss Harris had left for that field.  St. Enoch’s Church, on
Winchester Strect, 2 mission of St. Andrew’s was reported to be
tapidly approaching that period when it would be able to stand alone.
A congregation was organized there a short time ago and the Sunday
school is largely attended. The clection to the Board of Manage:
ment resulted in Messrs. Robert McLean, W. L. Symons and James
L. Bailie being selected for three years, and Mr, James Baurd for
one ycar. Other members of the Board are : Messts. John Leys, jr.;
A. B. McColl, Joseph Oliver, R. McClaia (sccretary), and Hon. G.
;2/. Ross.  The auditors clected were Messts. C. J. Beggs and John

ent.

The Central Presbyterian Church congregation held its annual

meeling l_ast weck in Hamilton, J. W. Muiton, chairman, and
Roland Hills, sccretary.  The report of the managers was presented,
and showed a balance in the treasury of $339.05. The receipts
from the various sources amounted to $8,355.23.  The disbursements
were $7.956 19, of which $3,000 was for munisters’ stipend, and
$240.25 for pulpit supply. The musical seivice cost $1,100. The
average Sunday collections have been $73.21, which 15 $6 14 below
last year's average. The total revenue for the year has been $84
morz than the previous one. Ment:un 1s made in the report of the
new Sunday school building, which will necessitate an expenditure
of $1,000 mote for the coming year, $300 of which will be used for
tent of 2 manse for the pastor. The following amounts collected
show how the internal working of the church body has been con-
ducted during the year past: Ladies’ Aid Society, $712.53; Mis.
sion Committee $846.83 ; Sunday school for mission purposes. $498.-
74+ Ladies’ Visiting Committee, nterest on deposits, $8.36; Mis-
ston Bard, §371.52; Woman's Forcign Mission Socicty Auxiliary,
$189.99 ; Young Pcople’s Socicty of Christian Endeavour, $159.86 ;
Treasurer of Mission school, exclusive of contaibation from Christian
Endeavour Socicty, $i2i.03; centnbution to Women's Christian
Association, §50.50, subscniption to Sunday School Building Fund,
$4:315, These figures avgment the total income of the church to
$14,650,66. The report of the Ladies’ Aid Society showed that of
the $3.00u promised in aid of the new Sunaday schoo!, $2,500 had
been paid over and $500 more was in the bank, leaving only S2,
1o b: raised. The ladies were tendered 2 vote of thanks. The
Visiting Fommmcc reported $575.08 raised, and $495.78 disbursed.
The session report showed a nct gain of thirty in membership, and
suggested the appointmeat of five new clders to propetly look after
the aceds of the church. The pastor, Rev. S. Lyle, presented a
letter offering to forego the $300 allowed im for rent xnd apply it
to the Sunday school.~ A. Rutheiford aid not thunk 1t ght that the
pastor should make such a contribution to the Sunday school.  1f the
church gave him $5,600 and a manse, it certainly was not the inten-
tion to feduce theamount.  W. F. Findlay spoxe in the same strain
and the followiog tesolution was put and earried:  Moved by A.
Rutherford, scconded by W. F. Findlay, that the pastor’s offer bs
not acccplcd,. but that $300 beadded to his salary in licu of the
manse, of which he has been deprived.  W. F. Findlay made a re-
port on theuew Sunday school finances, and showed that subscrip-
tions to date amounted to $4,315; amount borrowed on mortgage,
$3,000: paid on contract, $3.160. The clection of officets resulted
as follows : Board of Management : R. Hills, jv., Robert Hobson,
A. M. Cunninpham, Adam Stewan, James Balfour, aud 1. D.
Camcron. Three trustees clected were Ilon. J. M. Gibson, Alex.
Garthshore and.Joba Calder. I. B. Fairgricve and Wm, A. Wood
were clected auditors.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

bex 2t JESUS BROUCHT INTO THE TEMPLE.  {isker

25035
GoLDEN Text.—A light to Lughten the Gentiles, and the
glory of Thy people Israel:—Luke ii. 32.
INTRODUCTORY,

Forty days after the birth of Jesus He was taken by Joseph and
His mother t6 the temple at Jernwsalem.  The first born male in every
Jewish family belonged to Jehovah. In memory uf the preservation
of the first-born in Egypt, the delication of the first-born son in
eveey Jewish household was required by the divine law.  As, how-
ever, the tribe of Levi had been set apart for service in the pnest.
bod, the child was redeemed by the payment of five shekels—$2.75
of out money. Mary also went to the temple to observe the cere-
mony of purificatiun in accurdance with the requirements of the cere-
monial law, Tt was custunary on such uccasivns to present a buent-
offering and a sin uffering, for the first a lamb was tequired and for
the second a turtle dove or yiung pigeon.  If the persun was poor,
ano‘her pigeon might be substituted fur the lamb.  Tms was what
was done in the case of the muther of our Lord, showng th.t she was
in humble circumstances.

1. An Aged Saint.—The old man’s name was Simeon.  This
is the only place in the New Testament in which he 1s mentioned,
The one notable thing recorded of him is that he welcomed the in-
fant Saviour the first um2 tle was brought to the temple.  \What is
said of him here shows that he was a Gud-feaung and gpnght man,
He had hived a hfe of prous endeavour, and had held communion
with God. This Wfe of fath and huly obedience had prepared him
to recognize Jesus as the Saviour. 1t s here said of him that he was
just and devout. This expresses his attitude toward God and toward
his fellow-men.  In ail s relations wath others he was just and up-
nght.  He was fahful 1n the duchage of s rehigious duues, and
to this he was moved by his feeiings of love to God, and an earnest
purpose to serve Him. Inthe darkestof evil times God is never
without his witnesses. At the time of Christ’s birth there were many
waiting for the cunsolativn of Israel, luoking fur the comung of the
promised Deliverer.  Simeuan was une ol these, and the lesson s fol.
lowed by the mention of Anna, the prophetess who chenshed the
same exalted hope The Massiah was to bnng consulation and to
satisly the deepest luagiags of the suul.  The suvurce of the moral and
spintual beauty of Simeon’s hife was the Holy Ghost, who inspiced
and directed his thoughts, and was his anernng guide. To him the
Holy Ghost had bro zht the revelation that ¢ fie shuuld not see death
before he had seen the Ld's Christ,"” —Jehovah's anvinted One. No
doubt Simeon had prayed fervently for the coming of the Messiah,
and longed for His appsaring. The answer was given in the form of
a deep conviction that before he closed his eyes on this world he
should see the Divine Redeemer.  Though like many other good men
before him he might have passed away without szemng with his bodily
eyes the Lord’s Anoiated. he would have died 1n faith, yet this great
blessing was bestowed upon him that he might look upon Him who
had come to die for the sins of men. By the Holy Spinit he was
guided to the temple at the ime the nfant Saviour was brought.
Joseph and Mary had come to express thewr thankfulness to God, and
in accordance with the requirements of the ceremomal law for the
redemption of the first-born.  Reverently and affectionately he took
Jesus in his arms and blessed God.

I1. Simeon’s Song of Praise.—In a spirit of devout thankful-
vess the aged saint is now ready to depart. e has nothing more to
live for, the greatest blessing had been bestowed upon him. God's
promise had been fulfilied and he is ready 10 leave the world in peace,
He was at peace with G>d, and IHe who is the Prince of Peace had
come to the world, ** For mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” What
a strong faith this old man possessed ! In that little infant only six
weeks old he was able to see the Saviour of the world, and the salva-
tion he brings is a perfect salvation from sin in its condemaation and
ower in reconciliation to God, bringing the soul into harmony with

sod's will and everlasting life ; perfect also 1 the means whereby it
is applied,—the truth of God, the atonement for sin, faith in Jesus
Christ and the efficacious work of the Holy Spirit.  This salvation
wrought out by Jesus Chnst wasin accordance with God’s eternal pur-
pose. ** Which thou hast prepared.” The plan of deliverance was
betore the foundation of the world. All the events of history since
the fall of man were in the hiae of preparation for Christ's coming in
the fulness of time. Though the Jewssh race were God’s peculiar
people, though Christ took on Him the seed of Abraham, yet His
salvation was for all people. ‘The Jews had a special training as well
as 2 clear revclation of a Saviour to come. Other nations by their
experience were led to recognize the need of a divine salvation, since
all mere human efforts at deliverance were unavailing, as the best and
noblest of their teachers were led to confess.  Simeon, by the Holy
Ghost's teaching, was able to recognize the world-wide aspect of
Chnst’s salvatton.  The Saviour was “*a light to lighten the Gen-
tiles,”” the heathen aations, sunk in the dackness of idolatry and
moral and spiritual gloom. Jesus is the Light of the World, bringing
truth, joy, peace, love and life to the nations, Christ is also ** the
gloty of thy people Israel™ [IHe was the greatest of the race, but
He was much mote. The coming and the work of Christ was the
fulfilmeat of Gad's purpoic to which all His dealings with the Jew-
ish nation led up. Though the [ewish people rejected Him, the'time
will come when they shall yet recognize him as the glory of their
nation, and the source of their most p-ecious blessings.

II1. Simeon’s Benediction.—Simeon’s sayings caused Joseph
and Mary tomarvel. They themselves believed in .the divine pro.
mises conceruing Jesus, but here was a stranger to them speaking in
the most exalted strains concerning s future.  The venerable saint
bestows his blessing on Joseph and Mary and says to the latter,
*¢ This child is set for the fall and nsing apain of many in Isracl.”
The common Jewish expectation was very different from the reality.
Their ideas of 2 temporal deliverer and an carthly sovereigaty were
completely at variance with the purpose of tis coming., These mus-
conceplions were overthrown. Chnst’s method of salvation causes
the fall of 2all human attempts of secuning spintual deliverance. The
rejection of Christ caused the fail of the Jewish nauoca. All who
accept Him as theit Saviour are raised up from the death in tres.
passes and sin to newness of life.  Jesus was to be the siga that would
be spoken against. Tne Jews spoke against Him, and many wn our
own day are tc be found speaking against him.  To all such heis
asign they do not understand. Mary was to experience great in-
tensity of grief, as is here ipumated by the very expressive words
¢ A sword shall picrce through thy own soul also.”  \When she stood
by the cross weeping what words could be capable of expressing the
depth of her soul's angmsh. Chust zeveals the thoughts of mer.
Jesus cannot be regarded with indiflerence.  ** He thatis not with
Mec is agaiost Mé.” Those who come to Him cannot help but love
Him ; the souls of those who r¢ject ihm will be filled with drcad.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.
If we would live just and devout lives we mast have the Holy
Spirit’s guidance.

Thosc who see God's salvation have no fear of death. They are
1cady to depars in peace.

Christ is the Light of the World and will yet be recognized as the
glory of His people Isracl.

Christ's truth cannot leave us indiffcrent.



