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DR. Cur-ilRAZNs bas received another contribution
of 1ýo î.ro tho Ie l>esbyterlan Churcb ln lreland
(tl'rough Dr. Wilson, of Limnerick) in aid of Home
Missions. __________

CErTiiHcxTEs, cnabling the rnembers cf Synod of
WUitton and London te travel at reduced rates wli
bc ,ent thîs week (those for tho ciders enclese t t
tbcir respective ministers). Sbeuld arq nfot reccave
them, tbey wili please correspond with Dr. Cochrane.

Tîîu first number of "Tho Regina Loader»"lias
reached us. ltibiwelcomedwtîb pleasure. Mr. Nicholas
Flood Davin publishes an excellently ternpcred, neat
and weli wriuen salutatory, in which, we are glad te
sec, ha promises that the influence cf lits paper wi>l
bc on the sdeofa religion. "The Leader » is bright
andi spaîklig, undiuifigureti by slang or vulgarîty.
-he get*up 1, as neat as new type, eacelent papei,
and good taste cari make it.

A -îitlR cf friends bave favoured us with excel-
lent papers on varieus subjects of importance and in-
terosite readers. Our space large as It hs, net being
sufficient ta ertable us te avertike these contributions
as speedily as could bo wisbed, wre are campcUced
te ask tbe forbearance cf contribu tors. Tbe increased
advertising patronage wth wbicb we are boing
Iaveured, las necessitated the frequent addition ofextra
pages se tbat the reading matter may bo encroacbed
upon as litie as possible. 'Ve may aise be permitted
te state that Ive are in receipt cf letters (ronm varices
parts afihe LDamnon containing laterig expressirns
cf appreciation of our ende-avours te make TH F PiLS-
niYTExiAN warthy the confidence of the Cburch, pro-
MoIiç of its true inierests, andi the cause cf the
Miaster. These expressions of kindly interest Id
good wîll insead afi nur-cing seMcomplac:ncy *4isîimulate te unrcmitting effort, te advance the ih
ends for wbîch it exit. Tbe follewtng (ram a leadi4
minister te Mlontroal s subjoined as a specunen:
" We congratulate you on tbe growing amprovement

in your paper. Besics tbe nemeung information
you fuînissh wcekly tram the Home and iront the
Missionary churches, th=re hrancb spîcy and wbole
soe reading. We laite your tresh, fearles, and vlg.
orous editoral notes. May your prospcrity continue
and increase"

là 1ZJHL MLITRY A DECAIJRNT
INSTITUTION>'

MANV Ueited States reigiaus jouria's are carnestly
discussing the prospects af an adequate supply

of students for the ministry. Of late years there bas
in soe communions boon a marked decrease ine t
numbers -3f young men affering for the work cf preacb
ing the Gospel Th« ->,m.s te be a matter ufrge>ieyl
interest, ne: onlv te thie Cherches acrass tlbé bacs,
but in Britain and in Canada as weILIn letbe repýrt
af the proceedings cf the Qaebec PresbytM. y wacb
appoared in last weees PRESBYT'RIAN, thert' is a t
resolution bearing on this subject. That Pwe,,tytery 1
urges upon its pastorsc

1,To bring this need of our Cburc bbeora the yorèg mon 1
n th.rir respective congrcgaî,ions, Ébat succb ay hbladt cr
s:udly for ihe Minîtry, m ase before parents, Ibat they may
bc tnduced to dcdîcuc hitr children rom eriestflears te
the mintruy cf the Gospel, and te enLcurage thanflio seek
that cffice; that the present deficiency may be supplied."

The Iliecbh>tczian Cburcb in Canada las given

specL-d prominence te the work of providing an edu-
cateti andi-fidcent nlnisiry. 'The ibecoicaliInsitu-
tions have ln the circunistances attalned a wander(ui
degre.oa development. ln Dalhousie, Quebcc, Mon-
treâl, Kingston, Toranto, end Winnipeg tliere arce vol!
equippeti thealagical seniaaries.bien uf scholarly at.
taltiments andi enthusiaim, ame te b.e (oued ln aU of
themn. Thre youth cf the Church have airly avalled
themiselfes af the adivantages thus previded. Tho"o
cntcring these Institutions bave bad mmny encourage.
ments te belp thein tbraugh tbelr callege ternis.
W.hile le tt pant there bis been Ilittie mcm for cem-
plaint as te the adeqeacy ef the supply, the repîi
giowth af tbe Churcl I s such that uniess there is a
largely incteasi attendance at our theological cal-
Ies, the present rate of uupply wiii verr son (ail ta
meet the requirements cf theo nov fields ci labour con*
stazstly opening up. The expected Iinflux of settlers
Into Mlanitc'ba and the North-West wl for years ta
come tax te the uîmeut the Cburcb's resources.

Atnong the maay suggestions offereti for meeting
the diffictilty It is satisfactory te notice that thero lu
ne duIlre te dispense vltb &-%y cf the recogeized min-
isel4 qualifications. There arc ne efforts te d"cr
an educateti inIstry. lt lu still cne of tbe prime ta.
quirement1àc the sacted office. ln these tinys ci
hypercriticisni an illiterate and narrow-minded min-
istry wculd mill te obt&in a hearicg. Stili Icis ca
carnestn es bo dispensA lwitb. To reach tnen's hears
asweil as their underftandinga lu of the utmosî con.
sequence, andi unless a mansu seul lsafalamo witIa
carnest devatetines: te the cause cf Christ theto vil
ho ne satlsfactcry response. It Is nat cf tho mlnistry
as one cf the learned professions that vo bere upeak.
For ibose who view if in that light chiefly its dlaims
will lise anti fail with tbe remunerations if hrlngs ln
the maîket place. Ie this age, as le past ages, the
wark of Uie mieistry dentis lifelang consecration,
andi requires niany sacrifices.

Ono of the prevalent complaints Is that the bes, and
most distinguisheti cf aut university students are toc
seldom founti devatlng themiselves te the study cf
iheolagy. Supposing this te bc tbo case, what is the
explanation ? Are other spheres af activlîy se much
more attractive? Woulti vo ho instifiat in econcluding
that thiese yaeng men are toc warlily mindeti, toc mucb
captivated by the glitter cf verldly ambition te enter
on a career that calis for a llfelong exercise cf sel(.
denilt? To came te such a general conclusion would
be ungenercus andi unjust. The question again
recurs why this disinclination of se many etcaur gitet
youeg men te prefer cîber vocations te îbat cf Uic
miniistry ? Above ail wby la il that si: few compara-
tively vbo bave been bora and traineti le aur manses
dtsire te foliov the lite work cf Ibeir fahers ? Are
suLh questions as these capable cf satisfactory

,answers?
The suggestions containeti in the Quebec Presby-

tery' i esolution are worthy cf r.areful consideration.
The fihit canimentis itself unquadifiedly te jutigment
anti consuence. A pastor bas many apportunities of
observing the qualification and inclination cf young
men ie bis cangregatien, and f1hb bis judgnuent
may not b. infallihie, ho -an tiq ah important service
te the cause cf the Gospel ln onlistlng Uic enjhusiastic
devotion of ingenueus yaung nronds in *tbe iioblest cf
ail pursuits. ;iesideslho may by bis cimsels and
s).npathy be eminently belpful te such. The ather
suggestion, tLaxt addressed te parents, is excellent la
its way, but it bau its limitL. Dedication from earliest
jears sountis wel, yet it wculd seem, botter te
dedicate then te C.od for whatcver sphere Ho de-
signs thent ; andt ten, if tbcy show aptitude and pre.
delection for serving mani in the Gospel cf His Son,
vai anti gooti. Parents are fond; their geese arc
mestly ail swans. Frini this overweeeîng bobo!f in
the exceptional brilliancy af very commonplace chi.
dren many heart-aches andi pataful failures bave arisen.
Christian parents ought neaiher te de uer say things
disparaging te the cffice cf the rmîeîstry. If tbcy
respect that office theniseves tixtir chiltiren wilI.
Thoy could aise use ail rea s nable endcavour te gride
the choice cf their sons for Uic vo.. _: tue ministry, if
possesseti cf the qualifcations f bead und beart. Tht
choice, bowever, ta be vorty _k bchovoluntary. It
woulti -bc a poor cansolatiorf <or ÀSiistaken calling te,
reflect tht if vas entercd 6a i. tfee ta fathcx's
urging or a mothcr's pleailing. %J

To hoean ambassador for Chr.t .e3f ic noblest
works a young man can n qi .tÀo spakthé
riorda ,of ewrm'allire te thc PCQ çLo!ons'% ave gener-

ation lu a vork and a ptivilego an angel mlght desire
D)Ivinely ualeti andi couoweti mon Win arise as they

1aiem eecd.Thero bas brn an unbroken lineofe
.fithinl witnesses, even ln the datkest ages ai tht
1Churcb's bitter7 . ler Divine H-ead lu net ta forsake

her nov. Lot tue Cburcb realito ber reupcesibilties.
The fieldi le white unte the harmet. Letlber pray in

1fil th and Ho vill sendt omt labougrers Irto fis bamrst;
iand the rlght men, tee, vill bc (orthcomleg. « Lordt

heto arn 1, send me," vili bc hota iliingreponse (rom
maziy ans ardent and lovlng hcart.

FRENCHlI ÎS I 1MADA4GASCAR.

p IIETEXTS for French Interventlou le Madagascar
latve directed geneat atent ion te that intercstlag

isianti. ithin the taM C =.ury tne F.endi lavre
made occasional, tbough tee-bL, efforts te abtain a
footholti atong tho Malagasy trîbes. Occupying the
islands et Reuninit, .3t. Marie, anti Nosibd, tbey have
madee several attempts te obtan a portion etIcleit Pi
the principal Islandi. Since tho fallure et theîr Tuni,
slan enterpriso, andi tho vitbdrawal (rom tho Egyp.
tdan complication that led te il, recent campaign,
French national vanlty bas be vounded, andi thore
bas been a vague anti erratit. desire te rebabliato their
last prestige hy Interférence le the affarsetf Mada.
gascr.-. The French prout bas failed hithetao te give
rezsons sufficiet te juiti(y se grave a proceduro as
the commencement of a ver vith thc Malagasy. Te
forvard their desigus thcy have been cndeaveurlng te
stir up tribal jeuloustes on Uic Islandi. The most
numerous tribos are Uic Hava andi Sakalava, wlîh
saurerai aimaller clans that bave long Ince ceased te bo
influentlal. The first nanuet are the gaverning tribe,
and Uic latter, though possesslng several tribal rights
cf selt.gevertmaent, accept the soverelgnty of the
Qucen cf the Isianti. Te (aster rebeflion among tht
Salcalavas stems te bave been the policy recently
pursucti ln ardur te afford a calourab pretext for
interferenco eu h affairs ci Madagascar. The Mals.
gasy Goverement are anxlous te avert what they have
gacti reason ta (car woelti prove a national disaster.
Nor Is It at ail certain that the Sakalavuanr disposoti
te welcome such questianahie champions as thc French.
The ruder, cf Madagascar have sent an embiasy ta
Franco and Englanti. fleir recepthan tn Paris vas
far from reasurleg, andi there le ne evidenco tht
Uieir mission thcre bas boa heipfel te Uic cause they
came se far ta pleat. ln Englandti Uey vert
welcanuet by various representatlvo bodiles anti soe
- ! tl. zmost tistinguish 'ed prsonages. WVaîever may
ho tae political roults o(tbeir visit te Engianti, they
have abtaineti carneat. expressions of synupathy, anti
the nuost frlendiy assrcracs tram nembers of the
English Goveremeat.

White dIsclaiming alt deuigas cf acquitng ascenti.
ancy le Madagascar, Eeglish people naturally have
a keen mitrest le the question nov ralseti byt thc
.tcent action cf Franco. It veulti ho difficult te finti
a parallel te the rapid advaeces cf civilizatien anti reli*
glon that have be madeienl Madlagascar vithin Uic
Last sixty yaars. In :8e, entier Klng Radama I.,
missianaries sont by Uic London MlssiQrnary Society
began the wcrk of Christlanizing the people. Maldng
Antananarivo, Uic capital, theïr beatiquarers. Tht
katag vas favourable ta, their unticrtaking andthUic ork
cf enlighteent advanccd vlth gîcatraphdlty. These
missionane.. reduceti the language te vriting; Uic
Scripturts vere translated; schools establlishet,
cherches formed, andthUi intiestria arts cf ciilization
vert introduceti. Queen Ranavalona, succocdlng to
the throne an the death cf Radama ln z1828, vas
bitterly bast te Chrtstianity, its teachers anti ils
follovers. During ber reige a 2uzntlesspersecution
vas directeti against thc Christ,&is, in whicb Rana-
valona took a terrble întcrest. The fidc..ty te their
faî.h, and the unflinching firmness vîîh h bcb nisy oi
the conveits faceti a martyr's death, bore testimony ta
the genuineneýss cf tUir convictions. Over tva hue-
d.eti perisheti ln tht perserëtion while Ik Liste& .She
was succecded by Radan4ll., a wtak, vicieus, anti
vacilating ruier whe (cll =dter the influence cf design-
ing Frencbmen, hy ubîqnk extravagant cancessions
veto fratiuleetly obtaineti. Tht people, an learelng the
danger that Uroatcned, rose in revoit against Uic king,
je whlch struggle he fout bath bis tbrane and bis lite.
The present Quee Ranavalona thea succeedeti, anti
the za-=sc f rebion anti civilisation bas adivancedi
vith wenderfel rapidity smmce ber accession te thc
.trqffl The changes vraizght are marvulleus andi


