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THE ENGLISH SPARROW
'My gooti fiend, Mr. L. H. Smith, ef

Strathroy, Ont., bas cert-ainiy macle a
very pretty detence ot thq bouse spar-
row, though 1 cannot Say it la a very
able one. This ls net bis fault, however,
but rather that ot the sparroiw. He ha
Indeed macle much or a bad case, ant
1.4 t-o be congratulateti upon thbe lntere t
lng nmanner ln whicb, he lias prcsent-.
It. The sentiment of bis article %vlit
doubtless be charming te t-le unen-
ligbtened, but untertunateiy. in t-bis age
et the utilitarian, sentiment alont la
flot suiflelent. It is tacts, a-id tacts only,
t-bat will sat 1sfy.

Atter a cartul perusal of Mr. Smith*s
essay we rail te see t-bat be as gîven
any good or satisfactory i-ca. ens for de-
fending t-he sparrow. He bas repied.
but very teebly, t-o eniy one of the
charges brought agatnst It-. andi has
macle daim for oniy one guod triait ln
lit cliaracter. Consequent-ly. 11 appears
that he takes bis stand mnereiy on aic-
count of %z sentImentai ttacnent.
ivbich be bas strangeiy tornied for the
birdà. He says, -I love the sparrow bt-
cause be is an emigrant from the saine
ltad wbich 1 awà. ln niy boyhood days
lie ivas tbe ebject et rny bighest nim-
rodit-n aspirations.' etc.. anti again he
says, -Perbaps but for thbe sp.trrov and
bis pursul, t-be Innate love 1 bave fur
ai tbings out-ot-cleors might never
have bec» awal<eneil Jn me." etc. Tbese
are bis reaens for tbrowvin;z cown the
gaunt-let on bebalt et paslser domesti-
cu.,. Tht-t they are pardonable. we
grant: but that tbey are- justîfiabl , w
cannet admit ln these ma tter-et- tact
clays. n-be» everytblng is submittecl te
t-he crucibie et utUit-y.

As Mr. Smith %vas anc ot tbe fii-st oe
Int-roduce t-be sparrow lnie Canada, he
acubttess tekt it Jncumbent ulio» hlm te
take up tbe cuilgels ln Juts bebaif. Frmm
the titie et bis essay one weuld hardly
expeci an ImpartUal present-ation et tlbe
tacts et t-be case. and lt is, t-beretore, nu
matter et gréait surprise t-o finti t-bat
tbe article gîves ene thbe extremely er-
reneous Impression that tbe EngIlih
sparrew is a mest desirable. ineectiv-
ci-eus bird wth a charming seng. l1u
Isis zeaitu défend bis pet Mr. Smith bas
ignored t-be mass ef lndlsputa'ele, con-
demnatery évidlence ln regard te the
bird sparrow's econexale relat-lonewh'ch
bas bec» accumnulated by a best ef eh-
eervers ln- aIt- parts of thbe continent.

We, therefere, consider il. is ln the lni-
terest ef Justice, and only fait te t-he
readers et "lied and Gun." t-ba. th-
ether, more unvrTabic, aspect et thbe
questJen et the sparrew's character
ehould alise be presented. Normadayr,
thbe desirabiiity of tbe présence et a
bird In a counitry déends cblefly upon
lis relation t-o agriculture. It Is net so
much -L question of thbe blrds utilit-y ase
eft isnon-Injurieus tendencles. It Is Ite
négative rather than its positive char-

%ceiti. t-bat determine lts status. If
thbe bira ceoes ne bai-m. or If lis evil
deeds are counterbalanced by lt-s goed,
t-be» ie Say ]et It flourilb.

ln bis intreductery paragrapb Mr.
Smilth st-at-es tht-t t-he EngUlsh sparrew
"a-as Iniroduced te t-bis count-ry te per-
form a task whicb eur native birds dld

not appear te do-thbe destruction et the
lai-vte et the ne.wure-werit, tht si~
oftten lntest tbe trees in our streets an
parRs." Tbat t-bts wvas tbe lionest, but
inistakten, Intentlon et Mr. Smnith and
the et-ber iiaiclec gentleen, wvho se
zeaiously breught t-le blirJ te tais ceun-
triy, %ve do helieve, but that t-le sp -rroiv
bas accompiisheu t-be objeet ef li-s Intro-
duction weu regret tJaat ive cannet as-
sert. Jr. Is new a weil-knewvn fact t-bat
thè sîîarrewv, like niest et our bu-ds, %vili
net ct-t halry caterpillars, -andc t-bat, -
coi-ding te the report ef the fliologicat
Sui-vey ot t-be Uinited St-at-es, tuliy tweo-
t-hirds of lt-s diet consIsts ef vegetabie
matter, cbilly In tbe terni of gr-ai».
seeds anti butis. If t-le Iît.roducers et
the isparrov baial st-udied our native
birds more carefulty, t-bey would have
feuni t-bat a foreign Importation was
unnecessary, for we ai-eady possesseti
certain specles, the cuckoos. that con-
aider balry caterpill2a inoSt delectable
mnoisels andi destrey t-hem ln gr--at luai-
bers.

As already noteti, Mr. Smnith attempt
te refute enly oneof t-be harges agains
t-be Sparrew, te %çit- t-hat JI. dilves away
our nat-ive birds. At ii-st glance bis ai--
gvments andi Illustrations eenm xost
sounti and plausible, but en closer In-
spectien ive finti the fermer fallaclous
ancl the latter mot te thbe point.

In t-be ii-st place, he asks bow It hI
t-bat thbe sparrew 1» Et-tgland bas net
Iven awvay some et the et-ber ispece.

in réply -. e weuid ask Mr-. Smithb bow
lit knio%%.- that it bas not donc se. As
hb iniseîf aclmits, tbe sparrow bas been
st-riving w~it-b the et-ber birds ln Gre t
Brifai» fer centuries. Censequently,
there 1s ne douit that t-be présent rela-
tionsbips et t-be teat bereti bipeds of t-bat
count-ry are t-be resut et thbe Inevltxblie
Iav et -the sut-vIvat et tbp fittest." Tbe
weaker birds ylelded ages ago te thbe
pugnacleus sparron-, t-nd new w-e llnd
livitng ln Its prexlmity OnlY t-bese birds
wblcb are well ablIe te defend t-hem-
selves against lt rixvages.

Mr. Smithl cites tbe ca-ee et t-he bouse
mai-, wbich bas ilourisheti ln spîte of
tbe persecution et the sparrow, but t'iis
dees not prove t-bat our Canadin b rds
shal hé a-ble te prosper llkewise. The
martin la quite coînpetent t-e cope wlth
thbe sparrew, for, -If h. ivere not, It
iveulti bave been compelieti long t-go te
seek lis nes-ting-place beneath the brow
orf senie i-et-ote cilIf, rat-ber t-han tander
thbe et-ves et t-he divelling et arsa. It
would bave been as much te t-he point
Ir be lt-ad, clted t-he case et t-be rooic.

Mr-. Smith clai.. t-bat t-be spt-rrew did
not drive thbe native bîrds aW-ay frem
bis own premises, but. by anyene ac-

jut-int-et %î-At-b t-be tacts, t-bis cannet be
accepted la an argument. It was my
privîlege t-e live ln t-be anie rural town
ivith 'Mi-. Smith for sut-ny years. If my
nimor)- serves mce t-rul. lie mot only
preî-ided boxes for the Sparrows, as be
St-at-es. but fer et-ber birds as w-eU, 2nti
turtber. he protected tbe ivTens from
thbe deprédatilons et the ferelgn usurp-
ct-t- by making thbe cnt-rances te t-heur
nest-s tee synail te admit t-iemn. Besides
t-bis he provided food fer the birdr, andi
t-he sparrows waxed fat andi Indolent
under bLs beneficen-t care.

<To b, con»tntued.)

SMOKELESS POWDERS.
To the Editor of Rod an-d Gun.

1 reP-ý îltb a grear. deai et ltciest
Mr. Conovers article in your Deceniter
Issue, In îvbich he speake very hLghty
ot t-be well-known American smoke-
teésa Dowder-D>upont. WVlthout ln t-ny
ivaY detracr.lng front wbat he 3aye ln

laudatlen et bis favorit pewder, I tblnk
be bas, rIn bis communication, mnade a
reia-k regardlng t-we weil-knowv znoti-
ci-a explosives wblch, ne <loubst unin.
tentionally on bis part, might be i-cat
te thelr Injury. Tbe reiai-k 1 take ex-
cePtuon te In bis article Is hie reference
te Schultze and Noble's Blalistite,
wbere bhe says: "As et-ch ef t-be mod-
ci-n explosives %vas brougbt ferwari it
w-as examinsed, andi its detecti not-ed-
Sebuitze, among t-le flrst in Europe;
next t-be powder et -Retid & Jobnston, ini
Erigland. anti ln France t-be p-oudre B
et Vicie, and t-be baltistite et Noble."

New, whatever -may bave beei t-be
detecte ef Sqch'iize powder wben it t-as
lnlits expérimental stage, whlen ai
smokeless pewders wcre an experim'nt,
t-bei-e cai be ne douht t-bat now it Is
one et t-be best propeilants: ln t-be
wurid. 1 bave itsed botb Dupent andi
Scbuttze wt-vt- sat-isfactory results, but
if I had t-e cboose betiveen t-hem, 1 weuld
select Scbultze. The action et t-he two
powders I founti t-o be very suIt-ar, t-be
recul] fi-cm et-ch the saine, but 1 have

alast-bught Scbultze a st-ronger
powder t-ban Dupent.

Rt-gt-iding Baltistite, 1 know net-bing
from actual expérience, neyer having
shot t-»y of It, or cven ser It- This
1 do know, Jowevei-: t-bat It s one et
t-be most popular powders ameng t-he
trap sboeters ln .England. Fer lnslanc
take thbe scores t-t Ilve pigeons, at thbe
Guns Club, 'Notting Hi, and t-be Na-
tient-i Guns Club, lientien, t-he et-er
day. In a tbree poundihanidicap z3weep-
stakes t-t t-be Gun Club t-bei-e were 17
subsoribers and six used Ballistite, In-
ctudtng the winners ef t-be moaey, w-be
diidcd 71 pounds. I» t-le next évent
t-bei-e ivere 16 subscribers, six et whem
shot Balltstite, Including t-be t-we w-be
divideti t-be purse. 0f t-be et-bers, eigbt
useti Curtie & Harvcy's .Amberlte.

At Rendon, ln a race tai- t-be Merm-
bei-s Challenge Cup, value 25 guineas;
added t-e hait soverelga bandicap
sweepstakes, there were [2 suli -cribers.
0f these, four -useti .Ballistite, ilve
Schultze, lncludlng t-be winner, whbe
sbet t 33 yards, and t-be et-bers Am-
ber'lte andi E.C.

Se mucli for thene varieus nitres, in
't-vbch I bave ne turther lnt-erest t-ban
t-ny' sportsman w-be wants t-be searich-
ligbt thrown on ail mattet-s atect-lng
Isis favorite sport.

But ene 3erlous detect all t-lhee pow-
tiers bhave, or rat-ber t-belr manutactur-
crs .baie, and that 4,n t-bat nome et tbm
pcem te bave 'thbe goed genee t-o prop-
erly advertise their w-ares la Canada.
And t-be saine remark applies t<-oet-ber
articles, sucb as guas, ehella, w-ads,
shot, et-c., pert-aining t-e t-be want et
Canadian isportssmen. How tbese Xun
anti =xmunition mnakers ezpPet t-e res
t-be tbeusands et Canadian shooterz
t-it-bout deing se is more t-ban T ct-n
underistanti. BLUE BILUL
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