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“Pr all fame the poet’sis the most endaring.  Not
‘only, like the warrior and the statesman, does he
ise his m t in the temple of his country’s
) _glory,—-—but he lives, or, when he is perhnns for-
E' Yotten, his works continue to survive in the me-
mories and the hearts of ihe people among whom
he sung. ¢ Let who will make the laws of a na-
,{lon,” said » great man, [ § would compose its
songs.” And commensurately with' the greater
cinﬁucnce of the poet is the licence which is per-
mmcd him. His fancy, boundless in its nature,
prmgs at once from the fimits by \whuch other
‘then are confinad, and returns laden w:th the rich
treasures of the climes through which it fias wan-
dered. However distant the helight to which it
oared,—however estene:vely the “gathered fra-
ncé may be diffased, alt contre in the land from
“which the lofty imagination sent up its aspirings.
And this is well—it is the influence thus diffused
thnt refines in the human mind much thatis harsh
<imd rugged,—exalts that which is noblest and
L pure.‘nssists to harmonize the whole, and to ex-
" cito within the breast a fonging afier those objeets
“iwhich are worthiest of strenaous and untiring cf-
brts.  But there  is another task—less loﬁ), itig
‘tme, at times—less distinguished, but far more
“toilsome and arduon: : to Leep alive those desires
“in the mind—to continue thh it step by step in
he march of improvement—to open to it, one
y one; the sources of a pure and rnuonal enjoy-
ment. This tosk, difficult and giund, Is left often
. humbler hands, but does not therefore remain
unnccomphshcd An unknown or unregarded
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Jy and laborious walks of literature—may be send-
ing a kindly power inte many a heart and many '
faxmly He is forever debarred from the gor-
geousness and splendour which deck the pages of
fhe poet—he must deal with homely, though
deep-felt truths. He may not let his faney wan-
der far—he must check the faint rising of enthu-
siasm. He 'may not fly to that which is beapti-
ful and majestic, and thereby strive to call up'z
kindred feeling in our bosom.; but, with gredt
objects in view, ho must discoursé of them calri-
ly, yet enrnestly,—dnd endeavour, not so much
to exalt our ideas of the importance and power of
knowledge, (for that is the higher duty,) but ra-
ther to promote the sure and gradual edvance of
that spirit of reason and of knowledge, with
whose progress the happiness and prosperity of a
people must ever continge to keep pice. And,
lastly, he may not rove, however ‘pleasantly, in
search of that which may enit his taste, nor sedk
to diffuse too widely ut first the benefits whiLh hie
hopes to bestow. His sphere—whether for es-
ample or application—should be clocely confined
to the people on whom he onghit chiefly to incdl-
cate bis Jessons.  As his Rtrenﬂthﬁicm_ses, it ‘is
wrae, both his sources'dnd his influence will be-
cowh moré wide ; but ns, when the pebble'is
thrown into the stresm, the eddying circles, at
first small, become broader'and brouder,~so the
lebours of the esszyist, however extensive here-
after, mast ever, like those of charity, commence
at hone.
Itis a grateful reflection, that we have sy
perseded iguprance by knowledge—buf it is'a



