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further reinforced by the establishment of the Eastern Church Association in Eng-
land, which can do many things ns a voluntary sociity, that ¢ould not be well done
by a committee of Convocation. The visit of the Rev. Dr. Young, Sceretary of
our Russo-Greck Committes, to St. Potorsburg and Moscow, showed that thore was
o degreo of interest in the subject there, and an eprnest rendiness to co-operate, such

" as was not dreamed of at first even by the most enthusiastic. Al the subsequent
information sgmad before us concerning the doctrine and actual present working of -
the Russ'an Church goes far to confirm the prospeets of eventual success, though of
course a Jong time will be needed before the quarrels and misundéistandings of a
thousand years are cleated up. The universal diffusion of the Holy Scriptures in
the vernaculur ought, of itself, to convince a Roformed Church like ours, that the
East is willing to undertake any reform that the Scriptures really call for. - And the
emancipation of the serfs, together with the establishiment of schools everywhere
throughout the empire, is proof that the Fast, at any rate, is not disposed to take
darkness for light and light for darkness. The London meeting, at which Prince
Orloff was present, to talk the matter over informally, was an imporfant indication
on the part of Russia. The action of a majority of tho Patriarch of Constantinople’s
Synod, sustgining a man who bad urged a union with the Church of England as the
best means to cure the practical evils &€ the Greéek Church in Turkey, deserves
mention in this conncetion ; as well as the degree to which the Church in the king-
dom of Greece has been leavened through the instrumentality of our venerable mis-
sionary Dr. Hill ; and also the reception of the Rev. Mr. Denton to communion in
Servia (a fact contradicted, indeed, but never disproved). Finally, at the last
meoting of the Convocation of Canterbury, the Committee on the Russo-Greek
question requested and obtained permission from the Archbishop of Canterbury to
enlprge the sphere of their labours, so that it should include all the Oriental
Churches. :

Bat wliat of Rome? Ostensibly including within her Communion a clear mujo-
rity of the people of Christendom, no scheme of Unity can be worthy of the name
that does not include Rome. What then are the signs of an appreaching union
there? They are worse, and better, than in any other quarter.  ° '

. They are worse : for in the councils of the Pontiff the most rabid Ultramontanism
seems to ride rampant. Pius IX bas decreed that t6 be an article” of the faith,
which all his predecessors, for bundreds of years, have declined to affirm. His late
Encyelical was a re-issue of some of the worst, blindest, and most suicidal blunders
of his predecessors, all of which are nbw sealedl with ** infallibility” ; and free speech,

_ afree press, and civil and religious liberty, areall pronounced atterly incompntibﬂs with
the religion of Romg :—a true judgment, so far as that is coneerned ; but so much
‘the worse for Rome. . Since then, the Holy Father has gore on from worse to wotse,
until his newspaper organ_in Rome has been confided exclusively to the Jesuits,

_ and its utterances are to be received throughout the Roman world as practieally the

" infallible utterances of the Pope himself. When even the most kind{y disposed of
English Churchmen approach him in a body, with the hope that he will no longer
forbid his subjects to pray for Unity, the hanghty answer is, that there is only one
rvad to_Unity, and that is, unconditional surrender-to the Pope and the Jesuits.

* Nothing-could well be a worse outlook for Unity than this.

But we have alsb said that the signs are better in the Romish Communion than any
whero else. And so they are. For there are signs that the mountain of doctrinal
and practical developments which has deen shooting up with more gnd more rapidity
in these latter days, is about to fall-to picces. of its own weight, and leave the good



