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Aiter crosqing the river wce liait and start the ascent to
the palace on foot; such, an abject ruin as tlîis once beauti-
fui building is; only a mass ai bare dilapidated walls;
built by Louis xiv. in 1658, it %vas after%%,ards purclîard
for tic uniortunate Marie Antoinette by Louis xvi. It
wîas also a favorite rcsidenice ai the first and second
Napolcons. Wlîcrcver ane turils, the eye cannot fail ta
faîl upon saine mournful niemarial ai tlîe strile ai former
turnes. Here arc a long dismal line ai mass grown
pedestals now îio longer croivned by the exquisite works
ai sculpture %vhiclî adorned the park in tîxe days ai aid,
thcy have been îîxostly destroyed or carried off, a fev,,
liowevcr, -arc still ta be scen in the L-ouvre. Tliere is seine-
tliing inteîîsely îîxclanclîo!y iii tliese dentuded pedestals
standing like gliosts amid tlîe slîadowrs oi tlicir farmner
magnificence.

After a xvalk in Uic cool shade, througli a portion ai the
park, ive came out upon the high roari, where retikiing the
arrriage. we arc soon bowling along towards Versailles
with the park ai St. Cloud stili extcnding beside us, As
we move an, the journey is enlivened by the appearance,
ai a fresh phase ai Gaelic society,.

Front the sidcs ai the road, front nowhere in particular
spring littie batless shock-headed ecatures, wha jabbcr
out saine pitiful talc af want and destitution ; through the
lugubriaus expressions their faces assume, thcir black eycs
twinklc, filled with merrimient and rcguish humour. Tlîcy
patter after the veiie, expressing thecir most intense
good will by shouts ai Vive l' Aiglai8, at the saine turne,
however, their outstretched hands impress ane that thi5%
exhibition ai feeling is nat entirely a disinterested anc
When a coin is drapped ta hum, down hie gocs flat upon
the raad, no matter if in sccuring it he also captures a
handful ai mnud, the whole combinatian goos into the
pockets ai bis evcrlasting corduroys, (unlike his l3ritisli
confrere, bis clathes -are calculated ta hald somcthing more
than tlîeir grimy littIe praprietar.)

Soon ive enter the aId toivn ai Versailles rattling on the
Stolie pavement, doivn the long windirig street, îvhich leads
jeita a fine avenue, ait the end ai xvhich stands a pretty and
tasteful villa, the Grand Trianon, wherc: Minc. de Main-
tenon dwclt, a gift froin lier royal lover, Lauis xiv. Ta the
riglît ai tîxis villa, is the building cantaining a collection
ai tlîe state cardiages and palanquins used at rnany ai the
great public occasions in thc century, such great uscless
pageants, gorgeous masses af gilt and shoi'y uplîolstery.

WVithin the Grand Trianonî are several interesting apart-
mients i those aiMfe de Maintenon, ivith the original
furniture ; the billiard raoom, ivhich lies in thc saine con-
dition as Miencî tlîe last galme ivas played ,poil it, ini
wliicli the Prince ai Wales tricd conclusions with thc late
Emperor; the apartinents vhîicli ivere intended for Uic
accommodàý;v, cf Qucen Victoria during lier visit iii
1?4ratice; in thein thc gilding is stili frcshi and thîe bcd and
window curtains, xvhich iverc rnanufacturcd for tîtese vcrv
apattmebtst arc etill hanging,

A drive of about lialf a mile brings uis ta the palace of
Versailles. In extcrior it passesses îia marked beauty,
being of a stiff and formai style, but its immense sizc
imparts an air of dignity and grandeur. A large pavcd
court, having in the centre an cqucstrian statue af Louis
XI V ,sk.,pcs down froin the palace to tic large frondent
avenue, wvith its four rows ai clins, whicli Icads from,
Versailles ta P>aris.

Frain this very spot, about ane century ago, what a
ldiffér,'nt spectacle \vas seen! P>ressing up tic brad
avenue, surging into the great courtyard, a sea af wild,
excitcd faces, swarniing madly on, uttering, ainidst thc
brandislîing ai pikes and bilI-hiooks, thecir lxoarse7 and
sinistcr cries, wliich reverberate in the iincrmost apart-
ments ai the palace; through tliose windows openine
upon the balcony ive waould sec Marie Atitoinctte appear
treînbling upon the ai ai 3afayette, gazing îvanderingly
111>01 tlîis bloodtlîirsty tlîrong; wlîat ant experienice for
the Young queen.

The palace nowv contains a large collection ai îvorks ai
art and interesting relics. The apartinents ai Marie
Antoinette rernain as ever, even ta the secret door,
scarcely noticeable, through which she made lier escape
upon a memorable occasion.

We wander on througti the large and brilliant halls,
wvhere, front floor ta ccîling. the walls are covered îvith
representations af tlîe great historical events of France, of
lier greatest battles, up ta the triumplis of the IlLittle
Corporal."

Upon issuing froni the palace inio the park, t.he eye
falîs upon an entrancingi.cene ai loveliness, a triumnph of
the great landscapc gardener Le Notre. Wlierever the
observer turns lie secs saine fresh comhination ai plea-
sailces, labyrinthis of shaded ivalks beàide tlîe gleaming
lakelets i"here the fat old carp mave lazily taa aîîd fra.
Haurs could be easily 3pent in these amid wandering
scenes, picturing ta oneself the spectacle ai tliese grounds,
illuminatcd for anc ai the grand ffits ai the gay court ai
Versailles, iecn the terraces and lawns were animated by
gay groups at -nerry-makers, wlien the founitains werc
filling the air îvitlî music-but ta, tliese facts ai iagina-
tions there must be ant end, so witlî extreme reluctaîice
we Icave this fairy land and direct aur course towards
Sevres:

ELOCUTION,

Tite be:gi,îinigo ai aotlier Acaideniic >ea r is ail opportune
time for niakzing a few rcnxarks undci tais head. And let
lia fricnd ai Educatian dein the subject toa caninianplace,
or tîe renarks too trite. Wlien macti, iitellcctually cap)able
ai lcading public opinion, sitik ta thc lowest level ai
mediocrity or, it may bc, ai utter uselessiiess, for want ai.
fluency ta express theiir opinions, it cannat be gaiîîsaid
that Elocution dcserves scriaus attention. Is it objected


